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Intro 
161 Take time to be Holy 

We are NEW CREATIONS made in the IMAGE of God? 

 “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has 

gone, the new has come!” 2 Cor 5:17 

 

 

 

 

 

Why is it so hard to be holy? 
Why was it easier to be Holy when we were first saved than it may be now? 

 Humanity seems closer? 

 We are afraid of surrendering ‘unholy activities’ 

 We don’t want to loose our friends and family 

 We feel we have been ‘let down’ in the past 
o Our spiritual journey/ our Christian leaders. 

 We have lost our ‘first love’ The Word, prayer,sharing. 
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SANCTIFICATION  
(GROWTH IN LIKENESS TO CHRIST) 
How do we grow in Christian maturity?  

What are the blessings of Christian growth? 

     

1 Thess 5:23-28 

May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and 

through. May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at 

the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

24The one who calls you is faithful and he will do it. 

  The things he prays for on behalf of the Thessalonians are their 

sanctification, that God would sanctify them wholly; and their 

preservation, that they might be preserved blameless. He prays that they 

may be wholly sanctified, that the whole man may be sanctified, and then 

that the whole man, spirit, soul, and body, may be preserved: or, he prays 

that they may be wholly sanctified, that is, more perfectly, for the best are 

sanctified but in part while in this world; and therefore we should pray for 

and press towards complete sanctification. Where the good work of grace 

is begun, it shall be carried on, be protected and preserved; and all those 

who are sanctified in Christ Jesus shall be preserved to the coming of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. And because, if God did not carry on his good work in 

the soul, it would miscarry, we should pray to God to perfect his work, 

and preserve us blameless, free from sin and impurity, till at length we 

are presented faultless before the throne of his glory with exceeding joy. 

(from Matthew Henry's Commentary on the Whole Bible: New Modern Edition, 

Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1991 by Hendrickson Publishers, Inc.) 

 

 

 



Wednesday 21st May 2012 Holy Spirit 4 

 

 

A. Differences Between Justification and Sanctification 
Justification   Sanctification 
Legal Standing  Internal Condition 
Once for all time  Continuous through life 
Entirely God’s work  We co-operate 
Perfect in this life  Not perfect in this life 
The same in all Christians Greater in some than others 
 

B. Three Stages of Sanctification  
1. Sanctification has a definite beginning at 

Regeneration 
a. “Washing and regeneration in the Holy Spirit” 

Titus 3:5, 1 John 3:9, 1 Cor 6:11 
b. Definite break from the ruling power Rom 6:11-

23 Sin will no longer be our master 
c. Can we win this battle? But do we give in – I 

have done this for xxx years so I can’t change! 
“ I can do all things through Christ who 
strengthens me”. 

d. V 11 ‘dead to sin’ V 14 ‘No Dominion’ 
2. Sanctification increases through life 

a. V 12,13 Do not let sin reign. 
b. 2 Cor 3:18 progressively more like Christ. 
c.  Phil 3:9-14 Press on towards the goal 
d. Grow in the likeness of Christ 

i. Human Matt 13: 53-58 
ii. Sinless Luke 4:13 Devil left Him 

John 8:46 Prove me guilty 
3. Sanctification is completed at Death 

a. Sanctification is never completed in this life 
i. Heb 12 :21-23 ‘Righteous made 

perfect.’ 
ii. Bodies transformed at Christ’s return 

4. Holiness is not an outward expression 
a. Numbers 20:23-29 Aaron ‘taken up’ 

i. Why did Aaron not enter the promised 
land 

ii. Did he not carry out his duties correctly? 
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iii. Trifled with Moral Holiness – 
Meribah  

C. God and Man Co-operate in Sanctification 
1. God’s Role in Sanctification 

a. May the God of peace himself sanctify…1 Thess 
5:23 

b. Discipline his children Heb 12:5-11 
c. Equiping us Heb 13:20-21 
d. Gives us an example to follow 1 john 2:6 
e. Gives us the Holy Spirit, fruits of the Spirit Gal 

5:22-3 
2. Our role in Sanctification 

a. Yield yourself to God Rom 6:13-19,  
b. Holy and acceptable to God. Rom 12:1 
c. An active role; Rom 8:13, Phil 2:12-13 
d. Strive for the holiness without which no one will 

see the Lord. Heb 12:14 
e. Solid Food Heb 5:14 

3.  

D. Sanctification Affects the Whole Person 
i. Our Intellect and Knowledge 
ii. Love abound more and more Phil 1:9 
iii. Wisdom and Knowledge 2 Cor 10:5 
iv. Increase in Fruits of the Spirit 
v. We do not love the world 
vi. Our decision making facility Phil 2:13 
vii. Affects our physical bodies 1 Thess 

5:23, 2 Cor 7:1 

E. Motives for Obedience to God in the Christian Life 
1. If you love me you will keep my commandments 
2. Desire to keep a clear conscience before God 
3. Desire to be a vessel for noble use 
4. Desire to see unbelievers come to Christ 
5. Desire to receive blessings from God 
6. Desire to avoid God’s displeasure 
7. Greater heavenly reward 
8. Deeper walk with God 
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F. The Beauty and Joy of Sanctification 
“For the Kingdom of God is not food and drink but 
righteousness and its end, eternal life” Rom 14:17 

     

Scripture Memory Passage 

Rom 6:11-14: So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive 

to God in Christ Jesus. Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal bodies, 

to make you obey their passions. Do not yield your members to sin as 

instruments of wickedness, but yield yourselves to God as men who have 

been brought from death to life, and your members to God as instruments 

of righteousness. For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are 

not under law but under grace. 

Intro: 96 Jesus is King  Note v 3 particularly the last line? 
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 How may we define the work of the Holy Spirit? 
 

Explanation and Scriptural Basis 

 

We may define the work of the Holy Spirit as follows: The work of 

the Holy Spirit is to manifest the active presence of God in the 

world, and especially in the church. This definition indicates that the 

Holy Spirit is the member of the Trinity whom the Scripture most 

often represents as being present to do God's work in the world. 

Although this is true to some extent throughout the Bible, it is 

particularly true in the new covenant age. In the Old Testament, the 

presence of God was many times manifested in the glory of God 

and in theophanies, and in the gospels Jesus himself manifested 

the presence of God among men. But after Jesus ascended into 

heaven, and continuing through the entire church age, the Holy 

Spirit is now the primary manifestation of the presence of the Trinity 

among us. He is the one who is most prominently present with us 

now.  

 

A. The Holy Spirit Empowers 
a. He Gives Life 

i. Creation  [Gen 1:2] 

ii. That which is born of flesh is flesh, that which is 
born of Spirit is spirit – “You must be born 
anew”  [John 3:3] 

iii. Holy Spirit conceived Jesus in the womb and 
will give us new life when he returns.[Mth 1:18] 
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b. He Gives Power for Service 

i. Joshua for service, the Judges, Saul and David 

ii. Also protected God’s people and enabled them 
to overcome enemies. 

iii. Descended upon Jesus 

iv. Empowered his Disciples and the early 
church 

v. Gifts to equip for service 

vi. Empowers prayer life and service 

 

B. The Holy Spirit Purifies 
a. Convicts of sin [John 16:8-11, 1 Cor 6:11] 

b. Growth in Holiness of Life – Fruits of the Spirit [Gal 
5:22,23] 

 

C. The Holy Spirit Reveals 
a. Revelation to Prophets and Apostles 

b. Gives Evidence of God’s Presence 

i. Glorifies Jesus [John 16:14] 

ii. Comes upon the Lord’s servants [Num 11:25-
26, Judges 14:6,19 etc] 

iii. Descended like a dove upon Jesus [Lk 3:22] 

iv. Pentecost- rushing wind and tongues of fire 

v. Gives gifts and signs and wonders 

c. Guides and Directs God’s People 

i. Eg. Jesus into the wilderness 

ii. Gives words of wisdom – go to, tell 



Wednesday 21st May 2012 Holy Spirit 9 

 

 

iii. Transported Philip when finished talking to 
the eunuch 

iv. Walk by the Spirit – Gal 5:16-26 

     

“But I say, walk by the Spirit and do not gratify the desires 

of the flesh. For the desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, 

and the desires of the Spirit are against the flesh....Now the 

works of the flesh are plain: fornication, impurity, 

licentiousness, idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, 

anger....But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 

patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-

control....If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the 

Spirit. Let us have no self-conceit, no provoking of one 

another, no envy of one another.”   (Gal 5:16-26) 

 

d. Provides a Godlike Atmosphere when He manifests 
His presence 

i. Because God is love, the Holy Spirit pours 
God's love into our hearts (Rom 5:5; 15:30; Col 
1:8) and often the strongly manifested presence 
of the Holy Spirit will create an atmosphere of 
love.  

ii. Because God is "not a God of confusion but of 
peace" (1 Cor 14:33), the Holy Spirit brings an 
atmosphere of peace into situations: "The 
kingdom of God is not food and drink, but 
righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy 
Spirit" (Rom 14:17; cf. Gal 5:22).  

iii. This last verse also teaches that the Holy 
Spirit imparts an atmosphere of joy (see also 
Acts 13:52; 1 Thess 1:6).  
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e. Gives us Assurance 

i. Assures us that we are ‘children of God’ 

ii. Assures us that God abides in us [1 john 4:13] 

f. Teaches and Illumines 

i. John 14:26, John 16:13 

ii. Foretells and guides us over future events 

iii. The illuminating work of the Holy Spirit is 
seen in the fact that he enables us to 
understand: "We have received not the spirit of 
the world, but the Spirit which is from God, that 
we might understand the gifts bestowed on us 
by God" (1 Cor 2:12). 

 

D. The Holy Spirit Unifies 
a. Joel 2:28-32 not just individuals but a community. 

 

E. The Holy Spirit Gives Stronger or Weaker Evidence of 
the Presence and Blessing of God According to Our 
Response to Him 

a. Jesus was without sin and the Holy Spirit remained 
upon him 

b. Samson, Saul etc grieved the Holy Spirit and it left 
them. “Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God [Eph 4:30] 
Do not quench the Spirit [1Thess 5:19] 

c. Hardened disobedience – Ananias. 

SCRIPTURE MEMORY PASSAGE 

Rom 8:12-14: So then, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to 

live according to the flesh—for if you live according to the flesh you 

will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body 

you will live. For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of 

God. 
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1 Cor 12:12-13: For just as the body is one and has many 

members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one 

body, so it is with Christ. For by [or "in"] one Spirit we were all 

baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and all 

were made to drink of one Spirit. 

 

 How do we get filled with the Spirit? 

 Is this the same for everyone? 

 Should we seek a “Baptism of the Holy Spirit” 
after conversion? 
 

A. Traditional Pentecostal Understanding 
a. Jesus’ disciples were born-again long before the day 

of Pentecost 
John 20:19-22 

19On the evening of that first day of the week, when the 

disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of the 

Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be 

with you!" 

20After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. 

The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord. 

21Again Jesus said, "Peace be with you! As the Father has 

sent me, I am sending you." 

22And with that he breathed on them and said, "Receive 

the Holy Spirit. 
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Acts 1:4-9 Jesus tells his disciples to wait for the promise 

4On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave 

them this command: "Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for 

the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak 

about. 

5For John baptised with water, but in a few days you will 

be baptised with the Holy Spirit." 

6So when they met together, they asked him, "Lord, are 

you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?" 

7He said to them: "It is not for you to know the times or 

dates the Father has set by his own authority. 

8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes 

on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in 

all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." 

9After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, 

and a cloud hid him from their sight. 

    Acts 2:1-4 Pentecost Experience 

2:1When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together 

in one place. 

2Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind 

came from heaven and filled the whole house where they 

were sitting. 

3They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that 

separated and came to rest on each of them. 



Wednesday 21st May 2012 Holy Spirit 13 

 

 

4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to 

speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them. 

We can analyze this issue of the baptism in the Holy Spirit by asking three 

questions:  

 (1) What does the phrase "baptism in the Holy Spirit" mean 

in the New Testament?  

 (2) How should we understand the "second experiences" 

that came to born-again believers in the book of Acts?  

 3) Are there other biblical expressions, such as "filling with 

the Holy Spirit," that are better suited to describe an 

empowering with the Holy Spirit that comes after 

conversion? 

B. What does “Baptism in the Holy Spirit” mean in the 
 New Testament? 
    There are only seven passages in the New Testament where we 

read of someone being baptized in the Holy Spirit. (The English 

translations quoted here use the word with rather than in.)  The 

seven passages follow: 

In the first four verses, John the Baptist is speaking of Jesus 

and predicting that he will baptize people in (or with) the Holy 

Spirit: 

Matt 3:11: "I baptize you with water for repentance, but he 

who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I 

am not worthy to carry; he will baptize you with the Holy 

Spirit and with fire." 

Mark 1:8: "I have baptized you with water; but he will 

baptize you with the Holy Spirit." 

Luke 3:16: "I baptize you with water; but he who is mightier 
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than I is coming, the thong of whose sandals I am not worthy 

to untie; he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with 

fire." 

John 1:33: "He who sent me to baptize with water said to me, 

'He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, this is 

he who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.'"  

 

It is hard to draw any conclusions from these four passages with 

respect to what baptism with the Holy Spirit really is. We 

discover that Jesus is the one who will carry out this baptism 

and he will baptize his followers. But no further specification of 

this baptism is given. 

The next two passages refer directly to Pentecost : 

Acts 1:5: [Here Jesus says,] "John baptized with water, but 

before many days you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit." 

 

Acts 11:16: [Here Peter refers back to the same words of 

Jesus that were quoted in the previous verse. He says,] "I 

remembered the word of the Lord, how he said, 'John 

baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy 

Spirit.'" 

 

These two passages show us that whatever we may 

understand baptism in the Holy Spirit to be, it certainly happened 

at the day of Pentecost as recorded in Acts 2, when the Holy 

Spirit fell in great power on the disciples and those with them, 

and they spoke in other tongues, and about three thousand 

people were converted (Acts 2:14). 
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The only remaining reference in the New Testament is in the 

Pauline epistles: 

1 Cor 12:13 (NIV mg): "For we were all baptized in one 

Spirit into one body—whether Jews or Greeks, slave or 

free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink." 

 Is this referring to our conversion experience? 

 Is our Christian growth an ongoing experience? 

 

C. How Should we Understand the “Second 
 Experiences” in Acts 
         

Acts 8:14-17 

14When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had 

accepted the word of God, they sent Peter and John to them. 

15When they arrived, they prayed for them that they might 

receive the Holy Spirit, 16because the Holy Spirit had not yet 

come upon any of them; they had simply been baptised into 

the name of the Lord Jesus. 

17Then Peter and John placed their hands on them, and 

they received the Holy Spirit. 

  What was different here? 

May have been a special event so that Gentiles could be 

admitted 

   Acts 10:44-11:1 
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44While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy 

Spirit came on all who heard the message. 

45The circumcised believers who had come with Peter 

were astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been 

poured out even on the Gentiles. 

46For they heard them speaking in tongues and praising 

God. Then Peter said, 

47"Can anyone keep these people from being baptised with 

water? They have received the Holy Spirit just as we have." 

48So he ordered that they be baptised in the name of Jesus 

Christ. Then they asked Peter to stay with them for a few 

days. 

 What had happened here? 

Acts 19:1-6 

 19:1While Apollos was at Corinth, Paul took the road 

through the interior and arrived at Ephesus. There he found 

some disciples 

2and asked them, "Did you receive the Holy Spirit when 

you believed?" They answered, "No, we have not even heard 

that there is a Holy Spirit." 

3So Paul asked, "Then what baptism did you receive?" 

"John's baptism," they replied. 
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4Paul said, "John's baptism was a baptism of repentance. 

He told the people to believe in the one coming after him, 

that is, in Jesus." 

5On hearing this, they were baptised into the name of the 

Lord Jesus. 

6When Paul placed his hands on them, the Holy Spirit 

came on them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied. 

 How do we explain this experience? 

 Taking aside our own experiences in the Christian life 
and just looking at scripture, when do you think we are 
filled with the Holy Spirit? 

 

D. What Terms Shall we Use to Refer to Empowering by 
 the Holy Spirit after Conversion? 

 "What is actually happening to the millions of people 

who claim that they have received this "baptism in the 

Holy Spirit' and that it has brought much blessing to their 

lives?  

 Is there any harm in having a two class Christianity? 

Can lead to a divisive ‘we – them’ mentality which leads to 

jealousy, pride and hurt. NT does not teach a two level 

Christianity. 

We are either Christians or Non- Christians 

As Christians we are hopefully growing in Grace and 

Sanctification, pressing on towards the goal – but we do 

leak!!! 
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We have ‘dry periods’, we may seek a ‘quick fix’, our teaching 

may be insufficient 

 What is ‘being filled with the Spirit’? 

We see examples of repeated filling with the Holy Spirit in the 

book of Acts. In Acts 2:4, the disciples and those with them were 

"all filled with the Holy Spirit." Later, when Peter was standing 

before the Sanhedrin, we read, "Then Peter, filled with the Holy 

Spirit said to them..." (Acts 4:8). But a little later, when Peter and 

the other apostles had returned to the church to tell what had 

happened (Acts 4:23) they joined together in prayer. After they 

had prayed they were again filled with the Holy Spirit, a 

sequence of events that Luke makes clear: "After they prayed, 

the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were 

all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God 

boldly" (Acts 4:31 NIV). Even though Peter had been filled with 

the Holy Spirit at Pentecost (Acts 2:4) and had later been filled 

with the Holy Spirit before speaking to the Sanhedrin (Acts 4:8), 

he was once again filled with the Holy Spirit after the group of 

Christians he was meeting with had prayed. 

Therefore, is it appropriate to understand filling with the Holy 

Spirit not as a one-time event but as an event that can occur 

over and over again in a Christian's life.  

 Should we ask someone to pray for an infilling of the 
Spirit? 

 Can a person who is full of the Holy Spirit become 
‘more full’? 

1 Cor 12:1-31 (read) Eagerly desire the greater gifts. 

 

 



Wednesday 21st May 2012 Holy Spirit 19 

 

 

 Are you ready to be filled afresh with the Holy Spirit? 

    “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness..” 

  Matt 5:6 

Scripture Memory Passage 
1 Cor 12:12-13: For just as the body is one and has many 

members, and all the members of the body, though many, are 

one body, so it is with Christ. For by [or "in"] one Spirit we 

were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or 

free—and all were made to drink of one Spirit. 

Sing: 14 As the Deer Pants or 150 Purify My Heart 

 Or 162 Take my life 

 

Notes: 
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