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formerly Church News 

hull and the boat had to be 

taken into a dry dock. 
The date was set on the 9th. 

May, my wife Ann’s birthday. 

My background is in Marine 

Engineering and had been a 

Marine Surveyor so  offered to 

help him once the boat was 

dry. 

 

B ernard, Ann and myself 

went down into the 

muddy basin armed with 
scrapers and spent all morning 

cleaning off barnacles from the 

hull. Everywhere was dripping 

water and it was surprising the 

area of hull that needed 

cleaning. Once the barnacles 

were gone, we had to wire 

brush all the welded seams and 

try to get down to bare metal. 

I had two different types of 

crack detection equipment but 

both relied upon as clean a 

surface as possible. The rest of 

the day was spent with me 

testing all the seams, but again 

nothing was found. I told 

Little ‘ACORNS’ 

We are , 

a mother and toddlers group  

at the  

Recreation Centre 

Orchard Lane 

off Sandbrook Rd, Woodvale. 

 

We meet every Thursday 

morning from 10 till 12. during 

school term times 

We have playtime and crafts 

with juice and snacks for the 

little ones. 

We have short stories and sing-

ing and a closing prayer. 

Time for a bit of a run round 

then we will be clearing up the 

debris! 

We invite mums, dads, grandmas 

and granddads, and all to come 

along with their little ….. 
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it was 

surprising 

the area of 

hull that 

needed 

cleaning 

Bernard that the leak may have 

closed over and only opened up 

when the boat moved up and 
down in the water. Without 

more sophisticated equipment, 

the leak could not be found. 

 
However, as the hull had to be 

cleaned, Bernard had arranged for 

it to be painted with a thick 

bitumen-like paint. If the crack 

was so fine, then it may draw in 

the paint and seal the leakage or, 

at least, cause it to be so slight 

that the boat’s bilge pump could 

easily handle the trickle. 

 

A t the next Bible study 

B e r n a r d  d e c l a r e d 

“Hallelujah” for he had found the 

source. It was a loose washing 

machine drain hose that when the 

machine was pumping out, some 

spray would splash back up. So 

much for a diligent search; at least 

Bernard knew that his boat had a 

sound, clean, newly-painted hull.  

RC 

 

I  first went onto Bernard’s 

converted wide canal barge 

as part of a Bible study group 

that rotated between three 

homes. It was moored close to 

the Ship Inn in Haskayne. 

There was always a warm 

welcome with drinks, cake and 

during the winter months, a 

wood burning stove warming 

up the whole boat. 

 
It was strange that on one visit, 

all the cabin’s wood panelling 

had been taken down, exposing 

the steel hull and flooring lifted 

to expose the bilge area. 

Bernard explained that he had 

noticed some water in the 

bilge and could not find out 

from where it came. He had 

spent many days baffled trying 

to trace the leakage but had 

now resorted to dismantling 

the fixtures and fittings. After a 
further week of searching all 

the obvious sources, Bernard 

reluctantly had to concede the 

fact that the leak was from the 

Bernard died last December and we believe he is now with the Lord having accepted Jesus as his Saviour at 

the age of 75, just 10 years ago. We rejoice with him although we will miss him 

 

 

We'll be sure to give you a 

nice cup of tea or coffee and 

cake! 

Contact:  

Esme at  01704 533489 

or Pat 01704 513726 
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Be Kind to Yourself 

the consultant 

neurologist at 

Walton 

Hospital told 

me I had been 

diagnosed with 

Multiple 

Sclerosis. 

Page 2  

Fearfully and Wonderfully Made 

most of all He gave me His 

peace, the peace of God 

which truly passes all under-

standing.  Unless you have 

personally experienced that 

peace you can never under-

stand its depth and totality. 

So it has taken over five years 

but now I can walk for hours, 

I am fit and strong, in 

excellent health and am totally 

cured.  Without taking any 

prescription medication.  All 

thanks to God.   

And what did I learn?  That 

we are fearfully and 

wonderfully made by God in 

His image and that our bodies 

are capable of amazing things 

if we give them the chance to 

heal.  God is in the business of 

regeneration!  Most of all, the 

lesson I learned was to trust 

in the Lord with all my heart 

and not rely on my own 

understanding of things, to 

acknowledge Him and he then 

shows you what to do.  That’s 

what it says in the bible in 

Proverbs 3.   

So what about my face?  This 

account started off with me 

yawning.  Well, that too was 

used as a learning curve – but 

that’s another story!    

…………………..To be 

continued in the next issue 

 

ST January 2013 

L ooking back now though, 

I see that the healing 

began as the Lord showed me 

that when a shepherd has a 

particularly rebellious lamb 

that keeps running out of 

bounds, he restricts it – he 

then puts the lamb round his 

shoulders and carries it.  That 

was what Jesus the Shepherd 

was doing with me in that He 

allowed my physical suffering.  

Gently, kindly, oh so carefully, 

He cared for me, took away 

the pain and the worry and, as 

my strength improved, I no 

longer needed a Zimmer 

frame or sticks to walk.  God 

was so close to me as I prayed 

and read my bible – over 

those years of  exhaustion and 

weakness and pain.  Every day, 

in a tangible way, He showed 

how much he loved me but 

14 December 2012 I woke up 

and yawned.  Wow!  Super!  

“Nothing special” you say, but 

for me it was.  You see, I 

hadn’t been able to yawn for 

nearly five years. 

I t all started in July 2007.  

Walking back from the 

gym I had stabbing pains in my 

feet and within hours I could 

hardly walk.  I was taken into 

hospital as an emergency and 

over the next few hours the 

paralysis had crept up to my 

waist.  I felt utterly exhausted 

and could hardly sit up.  Then, 

in November that year, the 

left side of my face became 

paralyzed.  

Weeks turned into months of 

scans, tests and doctors’ 

appointments until, on 22 

September 2008, the 

consultant neurologist at 

Walton Hospital told me I had 

been diagnosed with multiple 

sclerosis.  I was horrified 

when he told me that I would 

probably “end up in a 

wheelchair for the rest of my 

life”.   

Being in the “60 is the new 

50” age group (!), I have had a 

very active professional life as 

a business woman and 

certainly wasn’t ready to lie 

back and let this happen and, 

as a born again Christian, I 

knew the Lord was holding 

me in the palm of His hand. 

Christians know that 

sometimes the Lord heals 

immediately (He has done 

with me but that is another 

story!) and sometimes it takes 

longer whilst He is teaching us 

something.  Sometimes it is 

not His purpose to physically 

heal us, especially when He 

seems to want to use our 

inner strength received from 

Him, as a witness to others of 

His inner peace and strength 

within us. Little did I realize 

what was going to happen in 

the five years that followed. 

I declined the doctors’ 

prescribed drugs (steroids, 

anti-depressants, etc) because 

I had checked out the side 

effects (such as anxiety, 

insomnia, suicidal tendencies, 

mania, psychosis and 

worsening depression!), so for 

the first few months I just lay 

at home resting and sleeping, 

….. and praying, and reading 

my bible.  My family, friends 

and people from church came 

to visit, helped with meals and 

also prayed for me.  The 

herbalist in Ainsdale also 

helped enormously with his 

prescription of herbs and 

professional advice and one 

particular instruction:  “be 

kind to yourself”.   

 

‘Weeks turned into 
months of scans, tests 

and doctors’ appoint-
ments …’ 

‘Gently, kindly, oh so 
carefully, He cared 

for me, took away the 
pain and the worry 
….’ 

Unless you have personally 

experienced that peace you 

can never understand its 

depth and totality. 
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T here is tumult all over 

the World with things 

changing so quickly that we 

can hardly keep track of what 

is happening.  Change is 

accelerating year on year.   

Many of the troubles are 

centred round upheavals in 

the Middle East involving Arab 

Nations and frequently 
involving Jerusalem.  Religious 

issues feature strongly in many 

areas of  tension and 

persecution, especially for 

Christians, who are being 

persecuted more than most.  

How eve r ,  we  s h ou l d 

remember that Christians are 

commanded to love 

our enemies and 

we do witness 

t h i s 

happening 

frequently. 

H istorically most wars, 

including the two 

World Wars, have revolved 

around power, possessions, 

the acquisition of territory and 

money.  However, a number 

of wars together with 

frequent feuding has often 

involved religious issues, 

although in some cases 

cultural differences were the 

trigger rather than religion.  

Nevertheless religious issues 

can lead to serious problems 

and this is the case today.   

Why? 

Most religions seem to fall 

into one of two categories, 

Eastern e.g. Buddhism or 

those based upon formal 

texts, such as Christianity or 

Islam.  There are multiple 

differences within each 

category but most use some 

biblical material in one way or 

another.  Of course 
anything mankind touches 

can be corrupted in some 

way.  We have to remind 

ourselves that none of us are 

perfect.  

The current political culture 

today seems generally to be to 

treat all religions as though 

issues of the day which 

b e a r  a n  u n c a n n y 

resemblance to what is 

actually happening around 

us. The Biblical command to 

Born Again Believers is to 

patiently wait (Thessalonians 

Chapter 1 verse 10) for this 

event whilst continuing to live 

out their Christian lives but 
also to watch (Matthew 

Chapter 24 verse 42, meaning 

be vigilant) for His appearing!    

Watching involves looking at 

current events but not 

despairing. Instead we should 

be strengthening ourselves in 

Biblical truth and prayer and 

looking for Jesus to return.  

Believers should be filled with 

hope because the issues 

around us, although requiring 

help, ministry and prayer also 

tell us that it can’t be long 

before Jesus does come back 

W hen Jesus does return 

then believers who are 

waiting and watching for Him 

will be overjoyed. Those who 

are not believers will not fall 

into this category.  Whilst 

Jesus comes for those looking 

for him He also comes in 

Judgement for those whose 

personal sins have not been 

forgiven.  Then it could be too 

late! 

Why does He delay coming 

and seemingly let the suffering 

of many continue so?  This is 

surely because He wants as 

many as possible to accept His 

forgiveness which is why He 

died in our place on the cross 

2,000  years ago. 

The time available may be 

short. We need to get right 

with Him as soon as possible. 

There is no other option. It’s 

appropriate to remind 
ourselves of the words of 

Jesus in John chapter 14 verse 

6,  

“I am the way, the truth 

and the life”. 

  

  

WHAT ON EARTH IS GOING ON? 

     Our Pastor Writes 

All religions 

seem to have 

views on the 

end of the 

World and 

several are 

expecting some 

“Messiah” 

figure to come  
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Historically most wars, 
….have revolved 

around power, posses-
sions, the acquisition of 
territory and money.  

“I am the way, the 
truth and the life”. 

 

t h e y  a r e  equ a l  a n d 

consequently as if they 

worship the same God.  

Therefore, why should there 

be any problems if we all 

tolerate each other?  In 

theory, mutual tolerance 

is fine. 

Biblical Christianity has always 

maintained a clear identity but 
has respected others views on 

the basis that folks should be 

presented with the gospel but 

it’s acceptance is a personal 

choice, that can never be 

forced.  However the gods 

involved in different religions 

are vastly different from each 

other and cannot therefore in 

any reasonable sense be 

worshipped together.  For 

example, the Koran says “God 

has no son” but the Bible’s 

central focus is on Jesus who 

is God but is also known as 

God’s Son who is essential for 

salvation. 

I n general the differences 

between biblically based 

faiths seem to mainly depend 

upon the extent to which the 

Bible is accepted as being true.  

If we “pick and choose” parts 

of the Bible to believe then 

there is no guarantee that the 

rest which we say we believe, 

can be relied upon either.  It 

seems more logical either to 

reject or accept the whole of 

it.  There are multiple 

evidences that the Bible is 

true and that it is ‘The Word of 

God’ but what has this to do 

with the issues facing us 

today? 

All religions seem to have 

views on the end of the 

World and several are 

expecting some “Messiah” 

figure to come and put things 

right for us all.   

The Bible does indeed contain 

much detail about the end 

times and looks forward to 

the return of The Lord Jesus 

Christ.  Immediately prior to 

this event The Bible 

describes the prevailing 



 

“The Truth will set You Free”  John 8 Verse 32 

Phone: 01704 574282 
Web: www.aechurch.2day.ws 

for Preachers and latest 
information!  

or to download a recent 

message. 
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I  don’t know if you are 

familiar with an 

organisation called ‘Operation 

Christmas Child’ or ‘Love In 

A Box’ which is involved in 

sending shoeboxes at 

Christmas time to needy 

children to parts of Eastern 

Europe and Africa.  The 

shoeboxes include hygiene 
items, stationery, hats, 

scarves, sweets and toys. 

My name is Chris and I 

recently spent time in a 

warehouse in Speke, Liverpool 

were the shoeboxes were 

checked, (in case there were 

any unsuitable items), sealed 

and packed in large cartons 

ready for transportation.  One 

day as I was checking the 

contents of a shoebox for a 5-

9 year old boy, I found a 

Please send me; 

 A FREE CD of Billy’s Testimony / 

more information on finding a 
personal relationship with God. 

Name ____________________  

Address __________________  

Postcode _________________  

Tel No: ___________________  

Mail to;  

705 Liverpool Road, Ainsdale, 

PR8  2QZ 

Or email to 

adminataechurch@tiscali.co.uk 

Registered Charity No. 

1075011 

Come and join us for 

 

 

 

 

at 

Merefield School 
Westminister Drive 

10.30am 
 

Biblical Worship  

and Teaching 

Children’s Church 

& Crѐche 

Pastor: Geoff Farnell  

 

 
Along with my talks, I also give away my 

testimony on CD wherever I go, and up to 

now I think that I have given away over a 

1000 of them.  Most of the CD’s go to the 

people who come to the meetings, people 

I work with or meet, others have gone 

world wide; as far as Canada, South Africa, 

New York and Ireland.   

 
The most humbling times are when people 

have given their lives to our LORD JESUS 

CHRIST after hearing the Good News of 
Jesus Christ through my testimony and 

accepted HIM as their personal Saviour.  I 

tell people that this is a free gift.  A free gift 

to the ‘Whosoever’ “For God so loved 

the world, that he gave his only begot-

ten Son, that whosoever believes in him 

should not perish, but have everlasting 

life.” -  John Ch 3 vs 16. 

 

I  was one of the whosoever, but found 

the saving Grace of Our LORD JESUS 

CHRIST.  

 
At the start of this coming year, take a mo-

ment to contemplate the real meaning of life.  

Would you accept the free gift that I did 23 

years ago?  Ask for a free CD of Billy’s  

Amazing and miraculous testimony and per-

haps be one of the ‘whosoever’ that believe in 

HIM.       God Bless  Billy  

I t has been a very busy 3-4 years with requests to 

give my testimony from all over the country.  The 

LORD has given me many opportunities to share HIS 

precious Gospel through my personal testimony and 

preaching arrangements.  Whether it be; 1 to 1, small 

groups or in front of 400 people, it is my desire that 

The name of our LORD JESUS CHRIST has been 

glorified.   

 
I have spoken at venues all over the North West 

ranging from Liverpool, Lancaster, Longton, Leyland 

and further afield including York, Derby and Leices-

ter.  Every time that the LORD has allowed me to 

share my personal testimony it is as if He is leading 

me – My LORD and SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST.   

 

I t is a very humbling time when I tell of his love in 

rescuing me, especially when so many people trav-

el a fair distance to hear my story.  No matter how 

many times I share, it always reminds me what a 

mighty GOD we serve.  I am only here today through 

HIS Amazing Grace and everlasting Mercy.  I should 

have died 25 years ago, but GOD had 

different plans for my life.  Despite 

finding myself in very difficult and 

life threatening circumstances at 

Hillsborough I truly believe that 

God saved my life.  It took me a 

while to discover this, but now I 

know .   

Hillsborough Testimony 

plastic but very realistic 

looking spider.   

As I have an aversion 

to spiders, I quickly 

retrieved it in case the 

recipient had a similar 

phobia. 

As far as I know the 

shoeboxes were donated by 

churches, schools, local 

businesses and many 

individuals.  I was genuinely 

overwhelmed by the 

generosity of so many people 

particularly when considering 

the current financial climate.  

Ainsdale Evangelical Church 

sent 100 boxes along with a 

large supply of ‘extras’ to help 

fill boxes where items were 

missing. 

A  typical day at the 

Warehouse would start 

at 10am.  At 11am helpers, 

including local school children, 

would congregate in a rest 

room for a short time of 

prayer, a scripture reading and 

a time of reflection on God’s 

goodness.  We would also 
enjoy a hot drink and a piece 

of scone cake which one of the 

‘regulars’ faithfully made fresh 

each morning.   

While I thoroughly enjoyed my 

involvement with ‘Love In A 

Box’ my real desire is that the 

children who receive these 

boxes will realise that people 

‘Do Really Care’.          CG 

Love in A Box 

Since 1990, more than 113 million boys and girls in over 130 countries have experienced God’s love 

through the power of simple shoebox gifts from Operation Christmas Child.  Samaritan’s Purse works 

with local churches and ministry partners to deliver the gifts and share the Good News of Jesus 


