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It was a fantastic autumn day with clear skies and 
beautiful sunshine. The scenery was that superb 
golden colour and the higher we went the better 

the photo shots. There were lots of people 
enjoying this brief Lakeland bonus so late in the 
year and we expected to be back to our car well 

before dark. However things did go slightly wrong 
and we did take a lot longer in coming down 
that Lakeland Mountain as the sun 

disappeared and darkness started to 
envelop us. ‘How many parents 
would bring their daughter onto a 
mountain in the dark’, squealed our 

eldest as she skipped down the 
rocks ahead of us. Eventually we had 
to get the torch out and we did arrive 

back at the car safely, but it was 
surprising how much we could see as our eyes 

adjusted to the low light conditions. 

‘Look at the stars’ said my daughter as she looked 
up, ‘there are so many of them’ and she was right. 

Not only could we see the near 
stars but also the myriads of 

dust like stars beyond, which are 
normally hidden due to our light 

and gas pollution. 

Many years ago I looked up at 

the stars and thought of 
eternity. As I looked up, I tried to 
comprehend something without a beginning and 

an end, or a boundary of some sort, just like our 
universe appears to be (if there was a big bang, 
what was before it!). There had to be an answer 

and I started my search for a God who 
was greater than the religion I was 

brought up with. 

A long time ago, some shepherds 

were also looking up to a clear 
unpolluted sky, probably as they did 
most nights so they would know all 

the star formations 
and the changes over 

the year, when suddenly they 

saw something very different. 
“An angel of the Lord 
appeared to them, and the 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Long time ago in Bethlehem, so 

the holy angel says 

Mary’s boy child Jesus Christ was 

born on Christmas day…….. 

And you know how the rest goes I 

think. 

Another Christmas, another year 

passes and a new one beckons. 

Parties, new years resolutions, too 
much food and too much of most 

everything, well almost everything, 

except one issue; I bet there won’t be 

too much of Jesus in your heart next 
year, not unless you wise up, listen, 

learn and come to see just how far 

you might be from Jesus. 

How far away from him are you 

right now? 

Take a good look around you – like 

what you see – like what you hear? 

We are at each other throats most of 

the time, arguing about the rights 

and wrongs in life – if you don’t 
tolerate the unreasonable you 

become unreasonable yourself these 

days. Scared to speak out and say 
what you think in case you upset 

some group or other. 

Well, it’s time to speak out right 

now, not to be controversial but to 

be honest. It’s about time someone 

said a few things in support of our 
Lord God and Saviour. 

Don’t tell me you don’t believe in 
Him, every time you hit real trouble 

you pray to Him – usually 

alone so no one can 
hear you and you 

won’t be embarrassed. 

Every time you need 

someone to blame for a major 
disaster, well look no further than 

the God you don’t believe in to cast 

some blame on. It’s true isn’t it – 
that’s what I used to do a couple of 

years ago. 

“If I ever meet God, boy will I give 

Him a piece of my mind” That used 

to be my sentiment. 

That’s changed now to “When I 

meet God I will be humble, reverent 

and loving in the knowledge of 
exactly what I have been responsible 

for in my lifetime knowing how far 

away from Him I once was. I shall 
also rejoice in the certain knowledge 

of how close to Him I have become 

over the time since He saved me 
from eternal damnation” 

I am able to celebrate that love for 
one reason and one reason only; God 

loved me so much that He sent his 

only son to die for me on the cross. 

And still, for yet another 

year we shall all sit 

around and pull 
Christmas crackers, put 

on party hats, eat and 

drink and completely 
forget what Jesus did for 

us.(well most of us 

anyway) 

Well, think of this over your 
Christmas dinner – if Jesus walked 

into your lounge on the 25th 

December this year would you be 

comfortable about letting him join 
you? 

Would you – would there be a 
present under your tree left for him- 

well, would there? I speak 

metaphorically of course here. 

Do you even know where your bible 

is right now, the oldest most popular 

book in your house with all those 
family inscriptions in 

it? Jesus’ life story is 

the one story that has 
lasted the test of time. 

I used to say that He was just a 

famous man in history. Well try 
these for size then, how do these 

facts stack up for you? 

♦We started time all over again after 
he had been to earth – BC/AD 

♦His history is told in the most read 
book of all time 

♦We celebrate his birth every year 

without fail 

♦The story remains completely 

unchanged for 2000 years 

♦Over 40 authors through 66 books 

spread across 2000 years told the 

story without one single 
contradiction 

♦All the prophesies in the bible, to 
date, have come true 

Jesus was a great deal more than 
“Just a famous man in history” – He 

was the Saviour of mankind 

providing us all with the opportunity 

of salvation. He came to earth for 
you to save your life, your second 

life that is, to give you eternity. Can 

you imagine that, and I guess that is 
the problem – we cannot imagine 

such a thing. 

How many stories can you recall that 

have lasted this long without 

change? – Thought so, you can’t 

remember any can you. There aren’t 
any that’s why. 

So I think you have a decision to 
make, the most important one you 

will ever make in your whole life 

(and if it’s the right one your life 
might just last a very very long 

time!) 

Are you going to spend the next year 
slipping further down the ladder of 

life; accepting that things are just 

going to get worse and being a part 
of it. Or, are you going to do 

something different. Something that 

All the prophesies in the 

bible, to date, have come 
true 
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Christmas is supposed to be a time 
of peace and reconciliation but yet 

the world is as full of rebellion 

today as it ever was. What is 
happening?  Everything seems to 

go along as it always did or is it 

worse? 

There's rebellion against 

government expressed 

through resistance to 
traffic 

laws, tax laws 

and attitude to 
officials, and 

now against local 

government. 

There's rebellion in schools 

against teachers  and 

officials. 

There's rebellion in 

families, in marriages and 
against parents. 

There's rebellion against 
employers. 

There's rebellion in the established 

churches.  

Of course where something is 

wrong it should be resisted.  But 
who or what is the arbiter of 

“wrong”.  The idea of 

democracy is supposed to be 
one whereby the people 

agree the standards in 

society and have agreed methods 

of redress if the standards are not 
met. 

If there is no universal set of 
values, that is to say agreement on 

what is “right” or “wrong”, and/or  

authority is taken by one party 
without the agreement of the other 

then rebellion is sure to raise it's 

head. 

However rebellion is almost 
always evident even when nothing 

is overtly “wrong”. 

The bible says that 

this is because we are 
all naturally in rebellion 

against God 

The greatest commandment is 
“You shall love The Lord your 

God with all your heart, all your 

soul and all your strength”.  To 
break the greatest commandment 

must be to commit the greatest sin. 

Sin is always 

against God 
whether it 

involves other 

people or not.  I don't 
know anybody that is not 

naturally in rebellion 

against this 
commandment.  The bible 

even says that men 

suppress  the truth of the 

knowledge of God.  

Someone put together several 

biblical statements and  defined 
sin as being rebellion against God 

expressing itself in all forms of 

self will. 

The message of 

forgiveness through Jesus 

Christ involves submission 

to God.  When we submit 
to God, agreeing with Him 

that we are sinners needing 

to be forgiven, and 
accepting the terms of forgiveness  

then we cease to be in rebellion. 

If enough of us do this then there 
is much less rebellion in 

society at large. 

If we don't, then a thousand 
celebrations of Christmas 

won't make any difference, 

and if most of us take this 
view then society is likely to 

get worse.    

Will you seek the Peace of God? 
GF 

Our Pastor writes 

will make you stand out 
amongst the crowd. Why not 

get a reputation for being 

different for a change. Get a 

reputation for being a Christian. 
And before you say “I don’t 

want to be a do gooder – what 

makes you think that that’s 
what a Christian is all about. 

I am a Christian, I believe everything 
in the bible to be true, and this day 

that’s not always an easy ride. Many 

people are uncomfortable with some 

of the things the bible says. Things 
like worshiping idols, things like 

homosexuality, crime, immorality, 

and much much more. So don’t think 
that the track will be easy because it 

won’t. 

Read the bible, it’s all in there, see 

how easy it was for Jesus, take a 

look, if you dare. 

What he did was different.  
He suffered humiliation, for you,  

He suffered pain, for you,  

He suffered separation from His 
Father, for you and then after all that 

He died – FOR YOU., YES FOR 

YOU, THAT’S RIGHT YOU 
CANNOT AVOID THAT, HE DIED 

FOR YOU. 

So, is this Christmas going to be like 
all the rest or will it be a little 

different maybe? 

I don’t mean to spoil your enjoyment 

at all. I will be enjoying my 

Christmas meal with my family as 
usual, pulling crackers and wearing 

my party hat. 

But I have someone to dinner over 

Christmas who is there with me at 

every meal and all I want is for you 

to share his company also. His name 
is Jesus. 

I have a present for Him; it’s called 
faith, belief and love. 

His present to me? Forgiveness and 
eternal life 

Merry Christmas to you all.  

God Bless 

Bill – A believer in 

Christmas and the 

Lord Jesus Christ 
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 The shopping season is upon us! 

Save a fortune shopping! Go to your community 
website www.aechurch.2day.ws  and then 

Shopping Online > A-Z Online Shopping > Price 
Comparisons. The websites listed compare prices in 
shops throughout the UK – with typical savings of up to 

30%. This can be especially useful at Christmas – and 
for presents that you need to send anyway. 

 

 SPAM – we have all had it! 

Our site now has a major new section on this. You have 

a choice of two highly effective Free SPAM blockers, an 
article  with SPAM prevention tips and links to report 
any SPAM that you do receive. Go to 

www.aechurch.2day.ws  > Computers > 
SPAM.  Our site will help you stop your SPAM and help 
other people stop theirs. 

  

Glory of the Lord shone around them, and they 
were terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘Do not 
be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that 

will be for all people. Today in the town of David a 
Saviour has been born to you; He is Christ the 
Lord.’”a Some time later, probably about two years 

later, some wise men from the east also looked up 
to the sky and saw what they thought was a very 
bright star. They were compelled to follow this star 

until they came to Jerusalem and asked ‘Where is 
the one who has been born king of the Jews? We 
saw this star in the east and have come to worship 

him.’b 

Both the shepherds and 
the wise men searched 
and found Jesus and when 

they truly found Him they 
‘bowed down and 

worshipped Him’c. Just like the wise men and the 

shepherd, I too searched for Jesus, found Him, and 
now bow down and worship Him. It was like 
discovering the greatest treasure you could find, 

you would give up everything else just so that you 
could keep it.d I also discovered all about eternity, 
and joy…. peace….assurance…. Have you searched 

and found Jesus yet? He is reaching out for you. 

May you know the Joy and Peace that only 
Jesus can give you this Christmas time  

BGK 

(Continued from page 1) 

Sundays at 10.30am at Merefield School Hall, Westminster Drive, Ainsdale.  Tel:01704 574282  

Come and join us for 

with 

    

    
    

    

Ainsdale Evangelical ChurchAinsdale Evangelical ChurchAinsdale Evangelical ChurchAinsdale Evangelical Church 
at 

Merefield School 
Westminister Drive 

10.30am 
worship and biblical teaching 

 

 

 
Discover how very much God loves you 

Children’s Church 

 Pastor: Geoff Farnell  

Telephone:574282 

e-mail: aechurchadmin@tiscali.co.uk 

Give Thanks to GodGive Thanks to GodGive Thanks to GodGive Thanks to God 

Make aechurch.2day.ws  your homepage. Keep up-to-date, save lots of money and get rid of SPAM!  

For information, articles, news please contact  Bev at aechurchadmin@tiscali.co.uk or tel:01704 872412 

 

MORIEL MEETINGS at AEC 

  

The next meetings will be on  

Friday 19th January 
Chris Brough 

Friday 16th March 
Brian Gemmel  

starting at 20.00hrs  
 

[The aim is to exalt the Lord,  increase biblical knowledge and 

understanding in the church, raise the profile of Israel through Moriel and to 
permit the work of evangelism both to Jews and Gentiles] 

News & Tips from  Our Web Site   www.aechurch.2day.ws   

Man’s way leads to a Man’s way leads to a Man’s way leads to a Man’s way leads to a 
hopeless end hopeless end hopeless end hopeless end –––– God’s way  God’s way  God’s way  God’s way 

leads to an endless hope leads to an endless hope leads to an endless hope leads to an endless hope     


