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I 
srael is not the typical 

gap year destination. It’s 

a land of uncertainty, history 
and conflict. If that is the 

case, why is an eighteen year old 
girl travelling there in November?  

The eighteen year old in question is 

me. I first heard about the work of 

CMJ (Church Mission to Jews) in 
2008 when a guest speaker Ted 

Walker came to the church. He 
spoke about Israel and to conclude 

his message showed a short video 

on the volunteer work that takes 
place around Israel. CMJ run guest 

houses in Tel-Aviv, Jerusalem and 
Tiberius. They also created schools 

and mission centres throughout 
Israel for local people and tourists. 

In a land full of conflict CMJ seeks 

to encourage both Jews and Arabs 
to discover the love of God in their 

lives by providing services and help 

in local communities. All Volunteer 

work would take place in Guest 
houses and the additional centres. 

For a fourteen year old, this was 

quite an exciting prospect and 
something I thought I’d like to do.  

As the years progressed I began 

to put money away for my trip, 
but for a girl on £4 a week the 

amount increased very slowly. So 
I began to put Christmas and 

Birthday money away too. In 2010 

I began to get rather discouraged. 
Travelling to the Middle East is by 

no means a cheap affair. I was 
going to need ten times as much 

to fund my journey. For a while I 

considered whether Israel was 
even the right place for me. It 

would all change in April 2011 
when the prospect of me going to 

Israel would be confirmed.  

My family and I went on holiday to 

 Issue   48  

Jerusalem that April. Whilst there 

we visited the Christ church centre 
and on the Sunday visited the 

Church. Whilst in the church service 

a passage from Isaiah came into my 
head. Then I heard the voice of 

the Lord saying, "Whom shall I 
send? And who will go for us?" 

And I said, "Here am I. Send 
me!" (ISAIAH 6:8) All of a sudden 

I knew Israel was the place God 

wanted me to go to. There where 
still a lot of issues that needed 

addressing though, such as my 
need of money. I had no idea what 

to do, or how on earth I was going 

to fund Israel.  

I 
 spoke to my church and asked 

them to pray for God’s 

provision as I knew this would 
be quite a task. My prayers did not 
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T 
here is a vague idea that Christians 

believe that if we are good, we go to 

Heaven when we die, and if we are 
bad, we go to Hell, and that the destiny of the 

‘in-betweens’ will always be in doubt. Most 

certainly there is a Heaven and a Hell; the 
Lord Jesus Christ Himself, the Son of God, 

spoke about both more than anyone else. But 
there would have been no need for Jesus to 

come to earth at all had everyone been able 

to work out their own salvation. 

  Evangelists tell us that good deeds can 

never get anybody to Heaven. They are quite 

right, of course. but does that mean that 
doing good does not matter? No it does not. 

Let us consider this apparent anomaly.  If we 
think that our deeds or generous giving can 

make God forgive our sin, we will be doomed 

for disappointment. That truth is first 
disclosed with Cain and Abel in Genesis 

chapter 4. Old Testament lambs and other 
blood sacrifices could not themselves save, 

but pointed forward to 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Isaiah chapter 53, a gem 

of English literature in 
the old Authorised 

Version, reads: “He was 
wounded for our transgressions, he was 
bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of 
our peace was upon him; and with his stripes 
we are healed.  All we like sheep have gone 
astray; we have turned every one to his own 
way; and the LORD hath laid on him the 
iniquity of us all”  (verses 5-6). Salvation has 

been paid for already; it is up to us to accept 
it in faith. 

So in what way does God recognise good 

deeds if they don’t save? Well, for a start, 
Jesus tells us to lay up treasures in Heaven; 

that is about truly worthy acts. But it applies 
of course only if we are actually going to 

Heaven. After the resurrection believers “must 
all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, 
that each one may receive the things done in 
the body” (II Corinthians 5:10). The Greek 
word for judgment seat here is that used at 

Greek athletics competitions. Jesus will not 
judge our sins there because He has borne 

them already.  

O 
ur service, whether it is good, bad or 

indifferent, will be evaluated and our 
motives tried as precious metals in a 

refiner’s fire; all rubbish will be destroyed. Thus 
were we to give a fortune to charity or perform 

some remarkable feat in order to gain the 
praise of others, it would prove to have been a 

useless investment for eternity; whereas taking 

pity and giving to a thirsty person who cannot 

repay us a cup of cold water in Jesus’ name will 

receive an everlasting reward (Mark 9:41). 

But what about unbelievers? Their resurrection 

occurs at the end of the world. It is described in 

a most portentous passage in Revelation 20:11-
15. There are only two criteria for their 

judgement: “I saw the dead, small and great, 
standing before God, and books were opened. 
And another book was opened, which is the 
Book of Life. And the dead were judged 
according to their works, by the things which 
were written in the books” (verse 12). Absence 
from the Book of Life will confirm that they 

have never been saved. Are all treated alike 
therefore? Who tells us more about this 

immensely solemn subject? Who, when on 

earth, told us how it would be more tolerable 
for some than for others. Briefing His disciples 

who were about to go out preaching the 
Gospel, Jesus said: "Whoever will not receive 
you nor hear you, when you depart from there, 

shake off the dust under 
your feet as a testimony 
against them. Assuredly, I 
say to you, it will be more 
tolerable for Sodom and 
Gomorrah in the day of 

judgment than for that city!" (Mark 6:11). That 

was remarkable, because those two cities were 
known for their sinfulness; but rejecting God’s 

costly provision of salvation is worse. Now we 
must be cautious here and not generalise. But 

there is certainly enough to dispel that reckless 

attitude which says, “If I’m going to Hell 
anyway, I might as well carry on sinning as 

much as I like”. Paul describes that as searing 
the conscience; God is not mocked. That is 

indeed playing with fire – literally! 

B 
ut let us forget for a moment the 
dreadful possibility of facing the Judge 

Eternal at the Great White Throne. If 

you have accepted Jesus Christ as your Saviour, 
you are guaranteed never to appear there. 

Rather, when you meet Him, it will be a 
moment of unutterable joy. John heard a voice 

from heaven saying, “Blessed are the dead who 
die in the Lord from now on.'" "Yes," says the 
Spirit, "that they may rest from their labours, 
and their works follow them" (Revelation 
14:13). Our works can never provide an 

entrance ticket to Heaven; how could they 
when Jesus paid the price? 

However, they are 

not forgotten; they 
follow us! 

Major Donald CB 

Cameron PhD 

‘Absence from the Book of 

Life will confirm that they 

have never been saved’ 

Personal Study 
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T he city of Damascus and the 
whole of Syria are on the world 

news.  The rebellion started 18 months 

ago, and is now threatening the 
stability of the whole region.   The 

ruling Alawite’s, a   branch of Shi’ite 
Islam, amongst a Sunni dominated 

population are being attacked by the 
rebels in a similar way in which Libya 

was recently attacked. 

Syria is featured many times in the 

Bible as it is a near neighbour of Israel.     

Psalm 83 contains specific information 
about a number of countries 

surrounding Israel   including part of 

Syria.  These countries   form a ring 
around the tiny nation of Israel. 

This psalm which speaks of these 

nations threatening the existence of 
Israel is a prayer for Israel’s victory 

over their neighbours. The key question 
is which period in history does it refer 

to. 

It’s usually not possible to predict which 

prophetic scriptures refer to which 

world situations. The best solution is to 
make this connection after the events 

have happened rather than make rash 
assessments as to what may occur.  It 

was predicted that Israel would become 

a nation again. We did not know exactly 
when but we now look back to 1948. 

The city of Damascus is referred to 
many times in scripture.  Saul, who 

became the Apostle Paul was converted 

on the road to Damascus and later 

sought refuge there.   In the Book of 
Acts alone there are 13 references to 

Damascus, which is a very old and well 
established city with an interesting 

historical record.   

In recent days there has been stable, 

though despotic government, and it is 

rumoured   that many weapons of mass 
destruction were moved to Syria when 

Iraq was invaded by the West.  A year 
or two ago Israel bombed a target in 

Syria apparently to prevent the 
development of a nuclear programme.  

Syria and Damascus in particular has 
been a place of refuge for many 

nationalities including Christians, both 
in the past and relatively recently. 

The Prophet Isaiah writes in detail 

during the Eight Century BC about forth
-coming events relating to the birth, 

life, death and resurrection of The Lord 

Jesus Christ, and also about the Second 
coming of Jesus.  However  Isaiah’s  

writings are not restricted to the 
salvation  events of Jewish and all of  

human history,  but  include some 
details about particular nations in the 

Middle East  and how they will be dealt 
with in the future, identifying  both 

specific judgements and blessings for 
many of these nations. 

Chapter 17 of Isaiah speaks about the 

destruction of Damascus in very strong 
terms. Damascus has been sacked 

before but not with such total 

destruction. This prophesied destruction 
of Damascus has clearly not yet taken 

place.  Chapter 17 also goes on to 
describe the destruction of Northern 

Israel and other places further East. 

The fulfilment of Bible 

prophecy has a 100% 

track record. Some of 
the prophesied details 

about the Second 
coming of Jesus are 

currently happening.  
Those dealing with the first coming 

were fulfilled exactly.  

When will Damascus be destroyed?    
We don’t know.  However the context 

of this passage in Isaiah together with 

other passages in the prophetic books 
of the bible suggests that the present 

conflict is unlikely to be the one 
indicated.  That is not to say there may 

not be significant destruction in the 
present conflict. 

Isaiah 17 is part of the scriptures that 

speak of the world wide tribulation that 
will overtake the whole world for a 7 

year period somewhere between the 
time that the believing church is     

raptured and when The Lord Jesus 
Christ returns.  

The Tribulation has several purposes 

which include ending wickedness by 
focusing world attention on repentance 

and the resultant separation of those 

who will believe in Jesus and are 
eternally saved and those who do not.  

The Last Chance!!  
Israel will be at the 

centre of these events   
and will suffer further 

but many of them will 
recognise Jesus as The 

Jewish Messiah, repent and be saved.    

T he whole World will be swept up 

in these events and there will be 
much suffering but eventually great joy 

for many people.  Several nations of the 

World will be blessed including Israel 
and many Arab nations.   It’s better to 

search for forgiveness in Christ now 
rather than leave things to chance! 

 Right now we need to pray for the 

people living in Syria and Damascus to 
ensure that as many as possible are 

delivered during the present conflict 
and also for the homeless 

people who have already 
fled.  This includes many 

Christians who have been 
able to live peaceful lives 

under the current 

government, but 
who are now 

suffering because of the 
conflict.      

GF   

we need to pray for the people 

living in Syria and Damascus  

What does the Bible say? 

Our Pastor writes 

QUOTED IN 
PSALM 83 

MODERN  
EQUIVALENT 

Edom Southern Jordan 

Moab  Central Jordan 

Ammon Northern Jordan 

Hagarene Egypt 

Amalek Sinai Peninsular 

Philsitia Gaza Strip 

Gebal and Tyre Lebanon 

Assyria Iraq and part of Syria 
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go unheard. I found a job which in 
this economic time can be classed as 

a miracle. I went on to hold 
fundraisers and sometimes individuals 

also came to me with donations, 

confirming to me that God still 
wanted me to go to Israel. Financially 

God has provided and although I haven’t raised all the 
money, I know for a fact it will only be a matter of time.  

Looking back I can see the clear, strong hand of God 

throughout the whole process. There are so many people 
I could thank within my Church, Family and Friendship 

groups. These people have shown me love and 

encouragement and they have 
inspired me to pursue this adventure. 

I am so grateful to them for 
everything and I class myself as 

privileged to know them. My future is 
uncertain, but my overall destination 

is in the hands of God.  

SB  

Ps at the recent auction a further large sum of money 
was added to Sarah’s fund bringing her much closer to 

her target. 

(A Venture into the Unknown, Continued from page 1) 
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Ainsdale Evangelical Church 
at 

Merefield School 
Westminister Drive 

10.30am 
 

Biblical Worship  

and Teaching 

Children’s Church 

Pastor: Geoff Farnell  

Telephone:574282 

e-mail: adminataechurch@tiscali.co.uk 

Give Thanks to God 
See our website (www.aechurch.2day.ws)  

for Preachers and latest information!  
or to download a recent message. 

 

Come and join us for 

Sundays at 10.30am at Merefield School Hall, Westminster Drive, Ainsdale.  Tel:01704 574282  

St John’s Church Hall, Birkdale 

Saturday 6th October 
1900 - 2100hrs 

with 

ALEC PASSMORE 

 
St John’s Church Hall, Birkdale 

Saturday 20th October 
1600 - 2100hrs 

with 

JACOB PRASCH 

FREE MEETINGS TO ENCOURAGE AND  
CHALLENGE YOU IN YOUR FAITH 

We have two more Public Meetings planned for this 

autumn to help you to be sure of your faith, bring 

your friends to Christ and to understand the signs of 

the times, using the authority of the bible as our 

‘plumb line’. 

 

DR ALEC PASSMORE is a regular preacher at AEC 

and his teaching is witty yet ‘down to earth’ with 

plenty of substance to it. He will be 

bringing an evangelistic message 

with a prophetic flavour, so this is a 

meeting for you and all your friends 

who if you are still uncertain about 

the Christian faith. 

Please contact us for free invites, so 

that we can cater for you 

 

JACOB PRASCH is well known for 

his honest and forthright approach 

to biblical interpretation. His zeal for 

truth is as a result of deep study 

and his own experiences in life. 

There will be three sessions with a 

break for tea but please bring your 

own food. 

Public Meetings 


