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W hen my husband and I moved to 

our present home we put out 

bird food with the intention of feeding 

the ‘pretty little birds’.     

It was never our 

intention to feed 

pigeons.  We knew what 

many people thought = 

pigeons are the rats of the 

bird world.  But along came 

the pigeons. We felt that we 

ought to shoo them away but 

we had not the heart to do it.  

My husband said who are we to 

choose who gets fed and who doesn’t?  

So that settled it, the pigeons were 

allowed to stay.   

We got interested in their lifestyle.  It 

would seem that the same ones came 

together each day at the same time, they 

formed one flock, or as we call them – 

the family.  We christened a larger bird 

who seems to be in charge of the flock as 

‘the General’. 

He demands the largest share of the food 

and can be aggressive if others take food 

he wants.  We now understand the term 

‘Pecking Order’. 

One morning we noticed that one bird 

was limping and could not keep up with 

the others to get food.  My husband 

threw food for him some distance away 

from the others and stood guard 

while he ate.  This happened 

for several days until one 

morning he was sitting on 

the doorstep looking 

through the patio doors, 

so he received his 

breakfast on the doorstep 

with us keeping guard.  

This happened each day until he 

regained strength to join the flock again.  

A few weeks later my husband stepped 

onto the step and nearly 

fell over one of the 

pigeons.   

The poor bird was in a 

terrible state, missing an 

eye, the top part of his 

beak and his face was 

covered in blood.  We 

thought that there was no 

way that this poor thing 

would survive as, with so 

much of his beak missing, 

he would not be able to 

eat.   

We crushed peanuts and 

placed them where he 

could get them with a 

bowl of water, but with 

little hope for his survival. 

Three months later and he 

has rejoined the flock and 

even with one eye and part 

of his beak missing he 

seems quite perky.  

Recently another pigeon 

appeared on the step in a 

sorry state, it looked as if 

a cat or a large bird had grabbed it, its 

feathers were missing, it had a deep 

wound and was bleeding.  He is 

receiving the familiar door step 

treatment.  It seems as if the word has 

spread round the pigeon world that 

our patio doorstep is the place 

of refuge for them in time 

of need. 

Wonderfully, God has 

provided a far greater 

refuge for us in our time 

of need. 

The Lord tells us in His 

Word in Psalm 46 ‘that:  GOD is our 

REFUGE and STRENGTH, an  ever-

present help in trouble. 

Therefore we will not fear, though the 

earth give way and the mountains fall 

into the heart of the sea,’ verses 1, 2.  

The psalm goes on to say ‘Be still and 

know that I am God’ and then ends with 

these words, ‘The Lord Almighty is with 

us’.   Isn’t that what we all need to know 

in times of trouble?                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

I know that this promise is true.  

Whatever I have gone through, troubles, 

trials, rejection, loneliness, bereavement, 

God has never failed in His promise, ‘I 

will never leave you or forsake you’.  He 

is our refuge and strength in times of 

trouble if we are willing to trust and 

allow Him to be. 

(Continued on page 2) 

http://dir.coolclips.com/Nature/Animals/Birds_S_to_Z/Various_Birds/woman_feeding_the_birds_vc066329.html
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W ell another year has passed and a new one has begun.  

Long summer nights have been replaced by shorter, 

darker nights, and the glowing sunflowers have been followed 

by falling golden leaves.   

Last year, was quite a year, to say the least.  The world has 

witnessed some of the most catastrophic natural disasters since 

records began.   Japan and New Zeland are just two examples.  

Riots in Libya, led to conflict and the  eventual fall of the 

controversial Colonel Gadaffi.  Britain has witnessed a Royal 

wedding and has listened to political leaders as they inform the 

country of reforms to our      political system.  People have 

watched, people have listened and people are waiting, 

anxiously.    

I'm a 17 year old student from Southport.   Southport has 

witnessed me at my best, and at my worst.   

At the age of five, I realised I was a sinner 

and asked Jesus to forgive my sins.  As 

primary school progressed I began to feel 

lonely and sad, due to bullying.  I remember  

crying in my room one  particualr 

Wednesday, wondering what on earth I had 

done to deserve this treatment?   After all I 

felt I was a good person who had repented 

my sins to God.  After a  discussion with 

my parents I realised that, sometimes, it's hard to understand 

why certain things happen to us.  We have to stay strong, and 

most importantly, we have to trust God completely.  I 

specifically remember one  morning, praying to God, and 

asking him to help me, and to give me friends in High School.  

Praise God!  High School has been the best five years of my 

life, to date.  I have made so many beautiful, kind and loving 

friends and I praise God for them each day.  When things go 

right, life can seem beautiful.  When everything falls into place 

like a jigsaw puzzle, and when everything  happens just the 

way you want it to, life can feel like utter perfection.  But as 

soon as things go wrong, or don't necessarily go to plan, life 

can get hard.  Pain and stress can be unrelenting.  Jesus died 

rejected and alone on the Cross.   

The Bible, God’s Word, tells us that it was not the nails which 

were driven through His hands and feet that kept Jesus on the 

Cross, it was His love for you and me.  He willingly and lov-

ingly took the penalty and punishment for 

all of our sins.  Jesus died for us to give us 

life and hope.  Three days later he rose 

from the grave.  If we give our hearts to 

God and truly repent, then we can receive 

everlasting life.  

W hat does it mean to be happy?  Well, happiness can be 

described as a state of well-being characterized by 

emotions ranging from contentment to intense joy.   To be hap-

py, we should not be worried or anxious about anything.   

There is one way to be truly happy.   We must put our complete 

trust in God.  We must repent of our sins and we must live a 

life of purity, obeying God and loving one another.  A short 

verse from my favourite hymn reads “No guilt 

in life, no fear in death, This is the power of 

Christ in me, from a life's first cry to final 

breath, Jesus commands my destiny”.  We 

shouldn't be anxious or worried, if we truly 

know God. God has a plan for everything.  

 Real happiness can only be obtained 

through trusting God.  Happiness enables us to 

be content.  If we truly know Christ, we should 

have that Joy.  At the moment, times are hard, that is why we 

must be certain we have the joy of the Lord.  ‘May the right-

eous be glad and rejoice before God; may they be happy and 

joyful.’ Psalms 68: 3.   

May God Bless you.      SB 

Please send me more information on 

finding a personal relationship with God. 

Name ___________________________  

Address _________________________  

 _________________  ______________  

Postcode _________  

Tel No: ___________  

Mail to; 705 Liverpool Road, Ainsdale,PR8  2QZ 

Or e-mail to adminataechurch@tiscali.co.uk 

Those birds on our doorstep would only allow me to go so far.  

Some were bleeding badly.   I would have loved to pick them 

up, bathe their wounds and put soothing ointment onto their 

scars, but they would not allow me.  Sometimes aren’t we just 

like that with God?  We let Him come so close, but no further.  

We allow Him to do so much but no more.  With regret, too 

often this is just what I have done.  How saddened God must 

be when He has so much to offer us and we settle for a meager 

handful.  There is an old hymn that means a lot to me: 

 

There is a place of quiet rest 

Near to the heart of God 

A place where sin cannot molest 

Near to the heart of God 

There is a place of comfort sweet  

Near to the heart of God  

A place where we our Saviour meet 

Near to the heart of God 

There is a place of full release 

Near to the heart of God. 

A place where all is joy and peace 

Near to the heart of God 

Oh may we all be willing to take up the Lord’s gracious offer 

and draw close to His heart. 

 For there and only there is our true refuge.  HC 

(Continued from page 1) 
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W e all like to look forward to 

the pleasant things in life and 

most of us remember the nice things 

that happened to us in the past rather 

than the unpleasant things.  Even if 

we didn't enjoy our school days and 

other past experiences we can often 

put bad memories behind us and just 

get on with living today and hoping 

for the best in the future.  However, 

all this may depend on how happy 

and fulfilled we are now. 

Sadly we are hearing more and more 

about violence and disruption to fam-

ily life in our society. Such trauma is 

surely very hard to recover 

from.All our future life may be af-

fected by it, especially when it hap-

pens to us personally. But then comes 

the question "what lies beyond 

death?"  The philosophy of many per-

haps is, lets leave that until it hap-

pens. But what if we find we are "on 

the wrong side?"  Is this all there is to 

life?   

J udgement is an unpleasant sub-

ject.  Who likes to be told they 

are wrong and then get punished for 

it. However, it is a popular subject in 

the world of drama and entertain-

ment.  The theme of 

Judgement Day crops 

up regularly and at-

tracts a wide audience.  

There seems to be 

something exciting 

about it that grabs attention and pro-

vides a thrill. 

Unfortunately, the dramatisation of 

judgement, in one sense, demeans it 

because judgement is seen to come 

and go without too much trauma for 

everyone except possibly the ones 

seen to deserve it. Numerous repeats 

of the judgement theme may rein-

force this sense of personal separation 

from its effects.    

The Bible is clear concerning the pro-

spect of future judgement for all man-

kind.  “It is appointed unto man once 

to die and after death the judgement” 

is a quotation  from the New Testa-

ment.  Why? 

There are lots of why's in the Bible.  

Why did Jesus die on the cross?  If 

pleasing God is a question of doing 

good how does the death of Jesus 

relate to this?  What is the connec-

tion?  Well the Bible says “all we like 

sheep have gone astray and the Lord 

has laid on him (Jesus) the iniquity of 

us all” and “he (Jesus) bore our sins 

in his body on the tree (cross)”.  Put 

another way, there may be no future 

judgement for our sin because Jesus 

had paid the penalty of our sin him-

self on the cross. 

T he sacrifice of Jesus, potentially 

available for all, is actually only 

beneficial for those who repent of 

their sins and trust in Jesus to live 

according to his commandments as 

shown in the Bible.  Those who ne-

glect to seek Christ's forgiveness will 

be judged for their sin.  The penalty 

will be eternal separation from God 

and his love.  The Bible has a lot to 

say about the after-life for both be-

lievers and unbelievers but this short 

article is not the place to present this 

data. 

All sin can be forgiven, no matter 

how serious we consider it to be.  

Potentially all of us can commit even 

the worst of sins, given the opportuni-

ty to do so.  Sinning is a violation of 

God's standards expressed through 

our thoughts, words or deeds.  We are 

in a state of sin until forgiveness 

comes to us through the cross.  At 

that point, we be-

come “born again” 

and receive God's 

gift of Eternal Life. 

T hose who think 

of themselves 

as the worst of sin-

ners often come to a 

strong devotional 

and spiritual life 

quicker than others.  

The Bible paints a 

picture of a forgiven prostitute called 

Mary (not Jesus's earthly mother) 

expressing her deep devotion to Jesus 

because she realised she had been 

forgiven much.  It's sometimes harder 

for those who have not committed 

overt sins to realise their need of for-

giveness.  A proud selfish heart can 

be very hard to live with.  We have 

all broken the greatest command-

ment, “you shall love the Lord your 

God with all your heart, souls and 

strength”. 

God's offer for forgiveness for our 

sins is there for all of us.  To spurn 

such an offer is fearful indeed.  Some 

of the Nazi leaders received for-

giveness at the end of the second 

world war  after the Nuremberg trials 

and when most of the leaders were 

sentenced to death a US pastor was 

drafted in to preach to them. One of 

the most well know leaders to repent 

before he was executed, was Von 

Ribbentrop.  When the time came for 

the sentences to be carried out Her-

man Goering's young daughter was 

asked what she most wanted and she 

replied, “I want daddy to ask Jesus 

for forgiveness”.  Herman Goering's 

response was “I will take my chanc-

es”. 

Don't take your chance, come to 

Christ while you still can. 

Our Pastor Writes 
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M 
y husband and I had been married for just over two 

years when we started trying for a baby.  June was 

the month when we found out I was four weeks 

pregnant!  We were thrilled.  I remember sitting with my hus-

band, tears streaming down our faces, thanking the Lord for 

blessing us with such a precious gift. 

August arrived and it was time 

for our fist scan!  We were going 

to see our little child! As the   

midwife began scanning, this 

complete little human being ap-

peared on the screen.  Arms, 

legs, nose, lips....everything!  

However, the tone from the mid-

wife changed as she informed us 

that there was a sack of fluid on the baby’s neck which could 

indicate a chromosomal problem.  We were aware what this 

meant as my husband’s parents foster children with HIV/AIDS 

and disabilities.  The midwife arranged for us to see a specialist 

the next morning.  We were overwhelmed and emotional but it 

didn’t change how we felt towards our baby.  We weren’t dev-

astated at the possibility of the baby being born with Down’s 

syndrome or another condition as we know that each life is 

worth living. 

The following day, however, was not what we expected.  The 

specialist began scanning and  we could see 

the fluid had increased and was like a balloon 

on the back of the baby.  The specialist ex-

plained conditions our child could have, most 

of which we had heard of.  Then he mentioned 

Edward’s syndrome.  He informed us the con-

dition is not well known because the baby is 

severely deformed, often not surviving birth and if they do, 

only living for a few weeks.  Up until this point I felt I was 

coping, but when I heard those words, it was like I had been hit 

in the stomach.  We were 24, young parents, not expecting to 

hear this.  The doctor encouraged us to have tests to find out 

exactly what he/she may have and then, if it was worst case 

scenario, whether to terminate.  We were out of our depth and 

couldn’t think straight; all I knew was I could never make the 

final decision to end our child’s life.  An appointment was 

booked for three weeks later to begin testing. 

We got in touch with everyone at church and 

asked them to pray.  There were so many ques-

tions; should we have tests done?  They could 

cause a miscarriage; but did we need to know if 

the baby was going to die?  We were in turmoil. 

We prayed to the Lord for His guidance.   

After a restless night, we received a message 

from a close friend who had been praying and the 

Lord had given her a Scripture.  It was Psalm 112, talking about 

a righteous man, but specifically it was verses 7 and 8;  

“They will have no fear of bad news; their hearts are stead-

fast, trusting in the Lord.  Their hearts are secure, they will 

have no fear; in the end they will look in triumph on their 

foes.” 

We broke down in tears but knew we had received our answer.  

The Lord was asking us to  trust in Him and we would look on 

in triumph.  We knew the baby was going to be ok.  This amaz-

ing feeling filled us; it was a peace I had never 

experienced before. This peace wouldn’t falter 

inside me or my husband; we knew the Lord 

was in control and had our baby in His hands.  It 

made me think of John 14v27; 

“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you.  

I do not give to you as the world gives.  Do 

not let your hearts be troubled and do not be 

afraid.” 

After three weeks we returned to hospital.  We 

informed the midwife that we didn’t want tests, 

so she scanned the baby again.  The fluid had 

completely gone and the baby was developing 

as it should.  She said that without tests, she couldn’t say for 

sure that the baby would be born as the world classed “normal”.  

God had heard our prayers, we had trusted in Him and were 

looking at our baby in triumph and filled with peace.  Our baby 

was in the Lord’s hands; what more did we need to know or 

worry about? 

I have had another scan at 20 weeks and our baby is growing 

beautifully.  I am feeling lots of movements and each time I 

feel him move, I praise God for what He has given us and how 

gracious He is.   

I can only give you my experience of God’s peace.  You have 

to experience it for yourself to know how real it is, and how 

real HE is.  No matter where you are, seek the Lord; ask Him to 

reveal Himself to you, what have you got to lose?  I know that 

if we had gone through this experience without Him, we would 

have made decisions we would have regretted.   

Trust in the Lord and you will look on in triumph! 
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