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A 
 little while ago I was getting 
on the bus to go to Lord 
Street shopping. I dutifully 

showed my pass to the driver as proof 
that I was entitled to a free ride. A 
lady came and sat beside me. We 
smiled and started to chat. The lady 
said, “They are wonderful these free 
passes aren‟t they? Without them I 
would hardly ever get out, last week I 
went to St Annes for the day and it did 
not cost me anything” and she contin-
ued to tell me all the places she had 
visited and said, “It was all completely 
free!” 

This set me thinking as I looked at the 
size of the bus and thought of the 
amount of fuel it must use, the main-
tenance, the drivers wages etc. and 
thought „it may be free but someone 
somewhere has to pay the price!‟ 

I found myself smiling as my thoughts 
went back nearly 30 years to when I 
truly did receive a free gift. One that 
had no catches or gimmicks attached 
to it. This was the most wonderful free 
gift anyone could ever receive! No gift 

the richest person on earth 
could have given me 
could ever compare with 
this gift. It was so pre-
cious and costly that no 
price could ever be placed 

upon it. I am talking about 
the day that I received the free gift of 
salvation. 

That day my husband and I went to a 
Christian meeting and heard about the 
love and holiness of God. I felt a deep 
desire inside that I wanted to belong 
to God, but I knew that I was in no fit 

state to belong to a Holy God. Yet 
here I was being told that God loved 
me and desired me to have a rela-
tionship with Him. Oh how I yearned 
for that and yet I felt so unfit, so 
unworthy. Up to this point I had 
never even considered how I looked 
to God. I would have thought I led a 
pretty normal life, never committed 
any crime, went to church every so 
often and said my prayers – well 
usually when I needed something, 
but now suddenly everything was 
different. I felt as if I was standing 
before a Holy God who knew and 
had seen everything that I had ever 
done and knew every thought I had 
ever had. The shame I felt was over-
whelming. I wanted to do something, 
but what could I ever do? The minis-
ter went on to explain that sin, all 
sin, no matter how great or how 
small, separates us from God. „Oh 
no‟ I thought, this is getting worse 
and worse, I have got no chance.  

Then I heard the Good News. There 
was a way back to God and God 
Himself had provided that way. 
There was nothing I needed to do-
well in actual fact there was nothing 
I could do as it had all been done for 
me. God gave His only beloved Son 
to be our substitute – my substitute. 
Jesus willingly came to this earth to 
pay our debt by dying in our place, 
as we could never pay. Jesus could 
have refused, but He knew that 
would have left us in our sin with no 
way back to God and no way into 
heaven. I knew I had never known 
such love or ever would experience a 
love like this. That God loved us so 
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N 
ow Hollywood wants to 

make you think they know 

what LOVE is. 

But I'm going to tell you what I think 

true LOVE is. LOVE is not what you 

see in the movies. 

It‟s not the ecstasy that you see in 

that movie scene. True LOVE is 

Sacrifice. 

LOVE is thinking about others before 

you think about yourself. 

LOVE is selfless not selfish. 

LOVE is God and God is LOVE. 

LOVE is when you lay down your own 

life for another 

Whether it may be for your brother, 

for your mother, for your father or for 

your sister.  It‟s even laying down 

your life for your enemies. That's 

unthinkable...  isn‟t it? 

  

LOVE is patient, LOVE is kind. It does 

not envy, it does not boast. 

It is not proud. LOVE is not rude, and 

its not self-seeking. 

LOVE is not easily angered, it keeps 

no record of wrongs. 

LOVE does not delight in evil but it 

rejoices with the truth. 

It always protects, 

always trusts, always 

hopes, it always 

perseveres. 

LOVE never fails, LOVE is 

everlasting. 

 

LOVE is eternal, it goes on and on, it 

goes beyond time. 

LOVE is the only thing that will last 

when you die 

But ask the question ,why do we 

have LOVE? 

 “There is no greater LOVE than this 

than he who lays down his life for his 

friends” John 15 v 13 

Now, are you willing to lay down your 

life for your friends? 

You're probably willing to lay down 

your life for your mother, your father, 

or your best friends but are you 

willing to lay down your life for even 

those that HATE you? 

Let me tell you who did that. 

The definition of LOVE is JESUS 

CHRIST. He is LOVE. 

The nails in his hands, the thorns in 

his brow. 

Hanging on a cross for your sin, my 

sins. 

That is LOVE, He died for you and me 

while we still HATED Him 

That is love 

God is true love, and if 

you don't know this love 

Now is the time to know, 

PERFECT LOVE      

AR 

Personal Testimony 

much he was willing to give His only 
Son and Jesus loved us so much that 
He was willing to suffer and die such a 
terrible death to pay the price for our 
sins so that we could appear righteous 
before a Holy God. I was overwhelmed 
by such love and knew that this was 
what I had been yearning for all my 
life. I gladly responded and asked Je-
sus to forgive all the wrong things I 
had done in my life and to be my Lord 
and Saviour. I have never for one mo-
ment regretted that decision. Jesus 
has been with me in the good times 
and the hard times, just as He prom-
ised – „I will never leave you or forsake 
you‟. The bible also tells us, “that God 
so loved the world that He gave His 
only Son that whoever believes in Him 
shall not perish but shall have eternal 
life”, also “the gift of God is eternal 
life”3. 

So is there 
any such 
thing as a 
free gift? You 
can bet our 
life there is! 

HC 
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SPRING MORIEL MEETING 

TWO SPEAKERS - TWO SUBJECTS 

The Feast of Trumpets 

and 

A Goliath in the Church 

giving us hope and understanding in these 

critical and disturbing times. 

Saturday 26th March 2011 

1600 - 2000hrs 

Merefield School Hall 

Free admission - All Welcome 

A 
 Job for life I was told and 
yet I have had three career 
changes. The world map 

has changed completely in the last 
50 years as dictators topple  and 
people power has taken over with 

the advancement of technology and 
social networking. The world needs 
change and yet we yearn for stabil-
ity, but where do we get it? 

I find that stability in the bible and 
what it tells us Here at Ainsdale 
Evangelical Church we have excel-
lent biblical teachers, including in-
ternationally renowned speakers, 
who give a clear, logical and bal-
anced explanation of the scriptures, 
which helps to shape our thinking 

and understanding of world events. 

All our meetings are open and with 
the minimum of ritual and you are 
free to come and go as you wish, 
so we would love to welcome you. 
We also host special meetings 
which focus on a topic and draws 
visitors from a much wider area. 

The bible is an amazing book, full 
of encouragement, prophecy and 
God‟s love and purpose for His 
creation. It is a book with a story 
for each one of us and we would 
love to help you to understand it‟s 
relevance for you today. 

Look us up on the web site or 
phone our pastor at [01704]574282 
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What does the Bible say? 

Does money make the 

world go round?  We can't 

manage without it  and we 

are going to need more of 

it soon at the rate prices 

are increasing.   

We hear on every side of people either 

losing or about to loose their jobs. Things 

could become very tight for many this 

year. At times like this when we have to 

cut back or worry about making ends 

meet often all that we can think of is how 

to get more money. A perfectly under-

standable reaction. You have to pay for 

everything nowadays and leisure is often 

focused on winning cash,  such as in  the 

lottery.  

Nothings  fair is it?  It seems the bankers 

get richer and everybody else  pays.  No-

body seems able to do anything about it. 

Everybody knows that “money talks”.  

The higher price you can pay the more 

you will get your own way. 

In scripture, James chapter 5 God says , “ 

Come now you rich, weep and howl for 

the miseries that are coming upon you. 

Your riches are corrupted. The wages of 

the labourers who mowed your fields, 

which you kept back by fraud, cry out and 

the cries of the reapers have reached the 

ears of The Lord”.  Later in the same 

chapter writing to Christian believers 

God says “be patient the coming of The 

Lord is at hand”. 

In other words God says that in the end 

He will sort everything out.  But what 

about today?  There is nothing wrong 

with money and God has richly blessed 

many people with 

money, especially 

when they use it 

for the benefit of 

others.  Unfortu-

nately many have 

made getting rich a 

selfish priority to 

the detriment of 

others.  

Jesus said “seek ye first the Kingdom of 

Heaven and His right-

eousness”.  He then 

said  that everything 

necessary for life will be added to us and 

that we should not worry about tomor-

row.  In other words our main focus in 

life should not be on material things, 

even though other scriptures teach us to 

work diligently, pay our way and support 

others.  So of course cash is not unimpor-

tant,  its just not the be all and end all of 

life. Just when we feel perhaps that we 

should focus entirely on money, impor-

tant though it is, we are called to trust 

God and ask Him to help us. 

The bible says that “we cannot focus pri-

marily on money and serve God” at the 

same time . A decision has to be taken.   

If we seek The Lord then He promises to 

guide us and care for us for ever.  

Faith is necessary for us to live on that 

promise. It has been said that when we 

give to God so that others can be blessed, 

God does not look at what we have given 

but at how much we have left when we 

have given.  Jesus demonstrated this 

when He told His disciples about a 

widow  who put  two small coins into the 

offering but had given more than those 

who had put in much more.  

Jesus told a story concerning our attitude 

to money. A rich farmer died leaving two 

sons. One son was contesting 

the will because he 

thought he had not 

been left enough 

and  he asked 

Jesus to inter-

vene and correct what 

he thought was a 

wrong. Jesus refused to take on the duties 

of the civil authority but did question the 

motive of the son who was offended.  In  

doing this he told a story  of another rich 

farmer who, having a very successful 

business, made   plans for the 

future.  His choices 

were to stop expand-

ing the business, give 

more away or im-

prove his profits 

through any one of a 

number of means.  

He decided that the latter was most im-

portant so he decided to extend storage 

space for the grain, thus being able to 

control prices more to his advantage and 

create more wealth. 

His chief motive being to take his ease, 

eat and drink and  be merry without hav-

ing to work hard any 

more. Jesus then made a 

very profound remark. 

He said “this night your 

soul is required of you” 

This farmer had not 

given any thought to the 

God who made him and was about to pay 

the price. 

The book of Hebrews chapter One tells 

us that  Jesus created all the worlds and 

maintains them in circulation. It is Jesus 

who makes the world go round.  He will 

care for us when we trust Him and  one 

day soon He will return and make all 

things right.   

Will we be with Him? 

GF 

‘Come now you rich, weep and 

howl for the miseries that are 

coming upon you.’  

Our Pastor Writes 

 

He who kneels before God can stand before anyone  
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Ainsdale Evangelical Church 
at 

Merefield School 
Westminister Drive 

10.30am 
 

Biblical Worship  

and Teaching 

Children’s Church 

Pastor: Geoff Farnell  

Telephone:574282 

e-mail: adminataechurch@tiscali.co.uk 

Give Thanks to God 

See our website (www.aechurch.2day.ws)  
for Preachers and latest information!  

or to download a recent message. 

 

Come and join us for 

Sundays at 10.30am at Merefield School Hall, Westminster Drive, Ainsdale.  Tel:01704 574282  

Members comment 

Special meetings 

A host of new planets have been discovered by the Kepler 

space telescope and excitement mounts as 
scientists speculate about the possibility of 

another planet that could support life. It is 

amazing that by technology we can see 
something 100‟s of light years away, the 

light sensor being so sensitive that it can 
register a flea flying in front of a car 

headlamp! It seems preposterous and yet 

we believe it in the same way that we get 
on a train or bus and expect it to arrive at 

the destination. We believe or have faith in things because 
it is our very nature to do so. 

It is no exaggeration to say that we live by faith, in that it 

influences every part of our lives. Whenever we make a 

decision about anything, even the smallest everyday 
things, we believe not only that we have valid reasons, but 

that we are qualified to say that such reasons are valid. 
Our senses register smells and sounds which we recognize 

and we have faith to believe our senses are true and make 

decisions as a result. In fact every part of our life works on 
faith, believing that our decisions are true and if we find 

that we have been mistaken, then we adjust our thinking 
accordingly. Without faith it would be impossible to live 

and function in a meaningful way. Faith is our engine 

driving us and without it we would be utterly paralysed. 

Yet we have this basic question of „Who am I‟, „Why am I 

here‟, „is there life on other planets‟? Here again our 

answers are based on our faith, coloured by our 

upbringing and life experiences and most of us are ready 
to give an answer to any of these subjects which we 

believe is correct. We are prepared to give our view on the 
creation of this earth, the problem with pain, the approach 

of death and the existence or otherwise of an afterlife. 

Aristotle wrote, „All men by nature desire to know.‟ He was 
right. We are incurably inquisitive and every discovery we 

make adds to the structure of what we believe. 

When we consider the question of God‟s existence, the 

faith factor is just as dominant, in that there can be no 
„non-believers‟. The atheist claims God does not exist, the 

agnostic says that God may or may not exist and the theist 
is convinced that God does exist, but they are all 

believers, convinced that their position can 
be validly held. On this and every other 

issue it is literally impossible to believe 

nothing! 

So this raises the ultimate and inescapable 
question: 

Why believe in God? 


