
given more freedom than my 

sisters, who were not allowed to 

go anywhere. But my mum wasn't 

very happy with my choice, and 

when I was nearly eighteen she 

took me to a doctor and to her 

pastor for advice. They were wise 

and told her to give me some time 

– that I would change in my own 

time.  

Some years later I met the man 

who is now my ex-husband, a very 

nice man. We came to England 

got married I thought we would 

live happily ever after. But his job 

meant that he was away at sea a 

lot. I stayed home with the 

children, but I was in a foreign 

country, and I was lonely. I tried 

to fill the time by gardening – I 

went back to college, tried a little 

business - but nothing would bring 

fulfillment into my lonely life. 

Then I started to drink and smoke, 

going out at night, even when my 

husband was home from sea, 

something that he was not happy 

about. My children were also very 

unhappy because by now the 

drinking had become a habit a 

very bad one too. 

Suddenly I decided that I wanted 

to go back to Surinam. I told my 

husband - he was surprised but 

agreed and not long after that we 
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The Lord is an almighty and won-

derful God. He changes people. He 

is changing me. In this first part of 

my story I would like to describe 

my life before I met the Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

I was born in Surinam, South Amer-

ica, the middle child, with five 

brothers and five sisters. We had to 

share quite a lot of things as we 

were growing up and my parents 

could not afford extras for us. It was 

more a fact of keeping us alive. 

There were no presents on our 

birthdays, but we were happy with a 

large piece of chicken leg, lemonade 

and one biscuit.  

My mum has been a Christian for as 

long as I can remember, but my 

father does not believe in God. This 

caused many arguments and dis-

agreements all the time I was 

growing up. One of those arguments 

was because my mum wanted to be 

baptized and my Father did not want 

her to be. Eventually she was 

baptized but when she got home my 

Father was drunk and told Mum that 

she had won this time. Growing up 

in that kind of situation often made 

me wonder why I was born.  There 

were many questions in my young 

life, and no one seemed to be able to 

answer them for me.  

I always wanted to be a boy when I 

was younger and I was a very keen 

footballer. The only girl in a boy’s 

team!! I behaved like a boy and 

really looked like a boy too – it was 

perhaps that fact that meant I was 

 Issue   42  

went by ship to Suriname from 

Southampton - but my life went 

from bad to worse in Suriname, 

every day I was in a bar dancing, 

drinking, flirting. That was what I 

liked doing. 

But leaving a 

nightclub, drunk at 

4am one morning I 

suddenly realised 

that my son had 

exams at school later on 

that day. I drove so fast that my car 

hit a kerb and then turned over on to 

its roof, spinning round in circles 

and moving forward. I did not know 

where I was, all I could see was 

Almond trees .I tried to put my foot 

on the peddle, but nothing 

happened. There were lots of cars 

parked along that road, but my car 

did not hit any of them. The car 

stopped eventually by an electricity 

I drove so fast that my car 
hit a kerb and then turned 

over on to its roof, 
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pole. All squashed up. Nothing 

happened to me. I 

could here people 

screaming 

saying that I was 

dead. But with all 

the alcohol in my 

blood it did not bother 

me too much. 

 I called my husband and he came 

immediately and sorted everything 

regarding the car. I did not want to go 

to hospital I felt fine. My husband 

told me that I had to stop what I was 

doing, if I didn’t I was going to get 

myself killed. I should start thinking 

about the children.  

I did think about them. But I fell into 

depression – my doctor gave me some 

sleeping pills, and for about three 

days I didn’t go out, didn’t drink or 

smoke. But then I started drinking 

again this time more than before. I 

started searching for something that 

would fill the empty space inside me . 

I did yoga and meditation which 

made me feel good for a while, but 

back I went to the drink and going out 

to the clubs.  

One day my Mum came and told me 

about God. I didn’t want to hear any 

of it. I said to her “you have your God 

I have mine.” Not a very nice thing to 

say at all. I did not know it at the time 

but she was constantly praying for 

me, often with tears in her eyes.  

My health was going down hill and I 

felt that life was not worth living 

anymore. My daughter wanted to 

come back to the UK. And I 

thought it was a good idea. My 

husband agreed, but this would be 

the last time.  

When we arrived back in England 

we started decorating the house, 

everybody was happy, but not for 

long because I decided to go out 

drinking I wanted to make new 

friends. The children were unhappy 

again.  

A colleague talked me into going out 

one night. That is when I met my new 

partner. From then on things moved 

very fast. I asked my husband for a 

divorce but he refused. I then 

discovered that I was pregnant and 

decided to go back to South America 

with my new partner.  

This time, back in Surinam, every-

thing was different. I supposed it 

helped because I was pregnant, I did 

not drink or smoke and after a time I 

felt different. My Mum was still pray-

ing for me. My mind started to 

function normally and I noticed that 

everywhere people were talking about 

God, they were going to 

church on Sundays. I 

had never seen it 

before. I was 

always drunk - I 

am not proud of 

it but that was my 

life.  

Then something else happened – a 

threatened miscarriage. The 

Gynecologist told me that I would not 

be able to fly, so that ruled out 

returning to the UK – I would have to 

stay in Surinam.     

To be continued….. 

 

(Continued from page 1) 

Personal Testimony 

‘I started searching for 
something that would fill 

the empty space inside me’ 

Jonathan and Anneke, regular 

attenders at AEC, celebrated their 

marriage on 16th June. After the 

ceremony they were joined by family 

and friends on a sunny afternoon in 

the garden, where we gave thanks and 

asked God’s blessing upon the 

marriage. 

  - 
This new venture started in April  on Thursday evenings 

from 4.15-5.30 at Woodvale Community Centre, and has 

had a very successful first term with 

children participating in a variety 

of craft activities, games and 

bible stories, and enjoying the 

friendly caring atmosphere  

The ‘Klub’ aimed at 5-11 year olds 

will close during the summer 

period, reopening in September 

for more fun and games, and most  

of all its FREE!!.   

For more information and booking details phone  

Gill [07534 828531] or Lorna [07710 204854] 



Summer 2010 

Our Website is:- www.aechurch.2day.ws  e-mail:-adminataechurch@tiscali.co.uk    Page 3

W orld history is obviously 

not yet completed so if we 

want a summary of the whole of 

history we need to have some reliable 

way of looking into the future. 

Currently we have a plethora of 

people giving us their opinions about 

the future.  Experts hold sway on our 

TV screens almost every night telling 

us what is likely to 

happen.   Most daily 

newspapers carry star 

signs, psychic evenings 

are held in many restaurants, 

even games are being designed with a 

view to indicating what is in store for 

us. Then of course there are the 

prophecies of well known authors 

like Nostradamus.  None of these 

predictions are fully reliable. The key 

question is how accurate are all these 

predictions.  Political opinions and 

forecasts clearly vary a great deal in 

their accuracy. As for the more 

mystical predictive methods 

(forbidden to bible believers) it can 

be said that there is some truth in 

them except perhaps where the only 

motive for engagement in prediction 

is for profit.  

In general the bible 

seems to be 

completely 

overlooked when it 

comes down to 

prophecy.  However about 30% of 

the bible is prediction.  The current 

track record of accuracy is 100%.  It 

was a requirement of bible prophets 

that if they were not 100% accurate 

they were labelled as false prophets. 

The prophets were fully dependent 

upon God for their utterances and 

indeed any other method of looking 

into the future, as indicated above, 

was condemned. 

Whilst much of bible prophecy 

involves the Jewish people there is a 

great deal of material covering the 

history of world empires.  A 

substantial amount of information 

was given to biblical prophets during 

the period when Babylon was a major 

world power in the fifth century BC.   

This began with the impending 

overthrow of Babylon itself.  The 

information presented about future 

events from this point on is 

staggeringly accurate. 

The Medo- Persian Empire, the 

Greek empire initially under 

Alexander The Great and the rise of 

the Roman Empire are key feature of 

the prophecies in the books of Daniel 

and Revelation especially. The Greek 

empire was forecast to break into 

four parts, which it did. Greek or 

Hellenistic thinking provides the 

background to much of our culture 

today. The prophecies concerning 

Rome are very relevant for us today. 

Daniel tells us that 

there will be two 

parts to the Roman 

Empire which in 

some form will 

continue to the present 

time and beyond.   

The Roman Empire did split into 

Eastern and Western divisions in AD 

364. The Eastern division at 

Constantinople suffered an invasion 

in 1453 and rulers, scribes and 

scholars fled to Russia setting up an 

imperialist government under the 

Czars (Russian for Caesar) leading to 

the situation we have today  together 

with the rising power of China.  The 

Western division in Rome shifted to 

France under Charlemagne in AD800 

but then Otto of Germany defeated 

the Franks and set up the “Holy 

Roman Empire” of German nations 

under the Kaisers (German for 

Caesar). Power then centred in the 

democratic nations of the West.  This 

East/West balance of power is 

predicted to move to one world 

government and to a 10 

division stage.  The move 

to global government can 

of course be clearly seen 

today.  Arising out of this 

final stage will be a 

world ruler known in the 

bible as the Antichrist.  

Because the global system will be 

anti God it will be corrupt and subject 

to Divine Judgement.  

The bible's prophetic record to date is 

fully accurate.  Therefore it is surely 

reasonable to say that we should heed 

its warnings for our personal lives. 

This corrupt world will be subjected 

to righteous divine judgement.  The 

bible tells us that true believers will 

be taken out of the world before this 

cataclysmic judgement falls (called 

the rapture). The gospel message is 

“flee from the wrath to come”.  If we 

do not repent and seek 

forgiveness for our sin we 

shall have to pay the price 

for that ourselves.  The 

wages of sin is death. If 

Christ forgives us then He 

bears the payment for our 

sin and we will escape the 

wrath of God's judgement and 

receive the blessing of His love and 

peace for ever.      GF 

Our Pastor Writes 

 

What does the Bible say? 

about 30% of the bible is 
prediction 

javascript:void(0)
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L ast time I wrote I said there would be a follow 

on article, well here it is! The only problem is 

that it’s not the one I thought it would be – turns out 

that God has other plans this quarter and I certainly 

have no intention of trying to change His mind! 

I have been ill again I afraid; seems to be a pastime with 

me of late. I have recently had my other hip replaced and 

things got fairly nasty. What should have been a run of 

the mill operation turned into a life threatening situation. 

I won’t bore you with all the details here because they 

really aren’t relevant, but some of the things that have 

happened along the way are important. 

I should have been home after 5 or 6 days but in the 

event I was in hospital for 3 weeks with double kidney 

failure, lost 30 pounds in weight (always needed a diet 

anyway!) and then got sent home where I am still recov-

ering. Yes, I certainly have always received my monies 

worth from the good old NHS.  

So here I was yet again, having just been told that my 

kidneys failed during the operation and I might be meet-

ing my maker sooner than I thought. My wife and I 

talked things through several times and let me tell you all 

the jokes about the insurance policies surfacing and be-

ing dusted off lose the comical aspect pretty quickly 

when the situation is real. We talked about running the 

house, paying the bills, sorting out the “practicalities” 

after my death. It becomes so different when it’s you and 

it’s real. The world is literally falling in on you and sud-

denly you realise just how alone you are in death. 

You are about to leave everything else behind; every-

thing and everyone and there is absolutely nothing you 

are able to do to change that. 

During my brief visit to the reality that 

death may be around the corner I be-

came acutely aware that although I was 

scared I was never desperate. Slowly, 

over the days when I drifted in and out of 

unconsciousness I grew to realise that I was not alone at 

all – my Saviour was there alongside me. Oh, I was fear-

ful of what was to come – the immediacy of death and 

what that would be like. But I also knew that my long 

term future was secure. Why? Because of a simple prom-

ise I made to Jesus some time ago. The promise was that 

because He died for me I would believe in Him and try to 

live my life for Him and in His name. 

As I lay there in the hospital bed this promise seemed a 

good deal to me and it still does. I currently recover 

slowly at home, it isn’t easy, but with Jesus by my side I 

know I will run the journey to its intended end. Why 

don’t you join me? It only takes a simple promise. Make 

it now before it’s too late. 

God Bless  WR 

Please send me more information on 

finding a personal relationship with God. 

 

Name ___________________________  

Address __________________________  

Postcode __________  

Tel No: ___________  

Mail to; 705 Liverpool Road, Ainsdale,PR8  2QZ 

Or e-mail to adminataechurch@tiscali.co.uk 

Sundays at 10.30am at Merefield School Hall, Westminster Drive, Ainsdale.  Tel:01704 574282  
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