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W e eagerly look for Spring.  It promises to bring 

longer days, warmer weather and the natural 

world to burst into wonderful colour, so our garden once 

again gets our attention.  As a believer, the Lord often re-

veals truth to me in my garden.  I remember one Spring 

how shocked I was at how many weeds had „popped up‟ in 

the beds, that I had cleared completely only weeks before.  

In them I saw my stop/start spiritual life.  I can go for days 

walking and talking with the Lord, reading his Word and 

basking in His beauty as I praise Him in song.  During such 

times, it easy to keep short accounts with God. 

Then „busyness‟ starts to dominate.  I struggle 

to find time to pray, and find I‟m apologising 

in my emergency prayer closet, the 

car!  Then before I know where I 

am, the garden of my soul is unat-

tended.  The ground is dry and 

cracking, it desperately needs watering.  

The bedding plants are stunted, unfed by the Word, and the 

weeds of sin are spoiling the new creation. 

The answer is; time has to be spent by the gardener as I 

submit to His pruning and clearing in my heart.  Like my 

garden, my life shows when the gardener has been at work. 

Your life is a garden too, waiting for its purpose, waiting to 

burst into new life.  This new life is a gift being offered to 

you through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ 

(Messiah).  Do not be too busy, He is inviting you to seek 

Him out today.  LMF 

It was Sunday morning September 6th 2009, lying in bed 

having just woken up, off on holiday tomorrow with my 

Daughter and her 22 month old little girl, looking forward 

to going over to her house  and staying over till we travel to 

Menorca early Monday morning. Usually I would be up and 

getting ready for Sunday morning church at Ainsdale, wor-

ship and praise with the loving fellowship of wonderful 

people who gather there weekly, to give thanks for all that 

we have received through Jesus Christ our Lord and Sav-

iour. A thought popped into mind "I'll just check my boobs 

for any lumps"? Sharp intake of breath a small lump in my 

right breast, checked again no it hadn't been my imagination 

it was true I HAD found a lump. All kind of thoughts run-

ning through my mind...?? Fearful now ......what should I 

do?? What I did do was to go to my heavenly father in 

prayer and tell him of my fears….. 
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Come to Me all who are weary and 

burdened, and I will give you rest. 

Take my yoke upon you and learn 

from me, for I am gentle and humble 

in heart, and you will find rest for 

your souls. For My yoke is easy and 

my burden is light   

(Matthew 11: 28-30) 

 

I 
 noticed during a heavy rain 

shower that the drainage system 

I had set up that ran into the little 

pond at the bottom of the garden had 

stopped working again All my efforts and 

all the time I had spent had come to 

nothing once again. As I started the repair 

work I began to think about the 

similarities between the leaking drain 

pipes and my personal  health over 

the last few years. I had 

repaired the drains many times 

before but they always seemed 

to end up leaking again.  

I had been ill many times over the past 10 

years or so and someone else had always 

repaired me (metaphorically speaking of 

course!) but I always ended up being ill 

once more. 

There was the diabetes, heart by-pass, 

none curable blood disease – haeomo-

chromotosis, always wanted an “ology” 

but I had to make do with an “osis”, 

kidney stones, clinical 

depression and now the 

double hip replacement 

which was half complete. 

Of course being human and suffering 

from the frailties that accompany ill 

health it was easy to fall into the trap of 

self pity; the area where things seem 

worse than they really are,  where no-one 

else has been except you.  I know that 

you, as the reader, will have been to the 

place I have just described. 

As I cleared the blocked drain for the 

umpteenth time I began to think about 

those who had remedied my medical 

problems over the years. The heart 

surgeon, the osteopath, the 

haematologist and 

all the other 

experts who had, 

at times no doubt, saved 

my life.  

Then my thoughts turned to someone 

else, someone who I found (or He found 

me) some years ago now –and that was 

God; I thought of His Son He provided 

for me and the pain and suffering he went 

through. 

I thought about the Pharisees and 

Sadducees  trying to trip him up with 

their false interpretations of the Bible. I 

thought about the 3 illegal trials  that 

Jesus endured, being  found innocent 

each time, when He could have stopped 

any one of them. I thought about the 

members of the final trial hitting Him  in 

the face 60 or70 times. I recalled the 

humiliation He suffered at Herod‟s hands 

with a crown of thorns being hammered 

onto His head, the lashing and the 

scourging that ripped His flesh from His 

holy body, and then the final injustice of 

being nailed to a cross and being lifted up 

for all to see. I heard the “thud” as the 

heavy wooden cross fell into the hole 

some 5 feet deep. I heard the cry of pain 

as the bones were dislocated. I saw the 

blood spilling from my Saviours innocent 

body, and I heard the cry “It is finished” 

The water came gushing through the 

drain pipe, my head cleared and my body 

drained as I imagined these things. I had 

cleared the blockage and 

taken away the 

obstruction; Jesus had 

cleared the blockage 

and taken away my sin 

forever. 

My illnesses were totally insignificant in 

comparison to my Saviour‟s sacrifice and 

gift. If you believe in Christ, and I do, the 

next life in heaven will be pain, trouble 

and grief free.  

There are times when each of us is ill or 

feeling down and depressed. But when 

compared to our Saviours pain undergone 

for us, it becomes insignificant and 

somewhat meaningless. 

Fortunately I have been blessed by God 

and He has shown me His love and care. I 

became aware of this 5 years ago when 

the medical profession gave me no 

chance of recovery from a serious heart 

condition and God miraculously healed 

me – but you will have to wait until the 

next edition of the church magazine for 

the details of that I am afraid!  I know 

that He is there for me constantly. He 

could be there for you, all you need do is 

ask.  He promises love and eternal life 

without pain, without suffering without 

hurt. Jesus died for your sins so you could 

be with Him forever. So why not take up 

your cross and walk with Him in glory 

forever 

 WR 

Personal Testimony 

O n arriving at the check-in desk at 

Manchester airport recently we 

were pleasantly surprised and grateful 

when, after I had asked if there were any 

window seats, the lady behind the desk 

got up climbed over two baggage belts 

and said that she was opening up two 

seats with extra leg room. Lovely - and 

free! They actually cost £25 extra each. 

A little while after take-off I began to 

feel faint. I had a bad cough and had not 

slept well the night before. I began to feel 

so bad I asked my husband 

to ask for a place I could lie 

down. I then fainted clean 

away and the next thing 

was being given oxygen. I 

came round with husband 

patting hand furiously and 

urging me to stay awake – the attendant 

wanted to see that I was ok.  I had a 

lovely half hour with the little O2 tank 

being replaced and soon had a good 

snooze. 

Once recovered I was overwhelmed with 

the realisation that God had foreseen this 

and provided the extra leg room, as at the 

same time my  husband said 'what a good 

job they could get in with the oxygen 

tank!' 

H ow wonderful is His care for His 

children! Our God sees our needs 

and provides the help. He doesn't always 

remove the trouble but will Always see 

us safely through it. And His name is 

glorified. 

The Lord is my strength and my shield; 

my heart trusts in Him, and I am helped. 

My heart leaps for joy 

and I will give thanks to 

him in song.    

Psalm 28.vs.7  ES 
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L ast December Ian and myself were 

invited from the church at Ains-

dale to visit the Assemblies of God 

churches in Ouagadougou where we 

spent 10 days living with a Pastor and his 

family .The invitation came because we 

had  helped with the provision of water 

supplies and building developments as 

well as funds for evangelism.   

West Africa is noted for it's mainly mud 

brick housing, dirt 

roads and restricted 

diets, schooling and 

medical provisions. 

Exceptions being 

major government 

buildings, banks and foreign financed 

developments in the centre of the capital. 

We  preached in some churches and in 

the Bible College and  in the open air  to 

hundreds  who had gathered to hear the 

gospel.  Many  came seeking the forgive-

ness of sins and became Christians dur-

ing the 10 days that we were there.  This 

is typical of the current evangelistic 

scene in Burkina Faso.  We visited a 

Christian healing centre where hundreds 

of people had come, some travelling on 

foot for days, for prayer for healing. At 

testimony time  there were so many 

wanting to tell of their  miraculous heal-

ing that there was insufficient time for 

everyone to speak. 

During our visit we were 

treated as honoured guests 

and  given lovely presents 

from people who had vir-

tually nothing.  This was very moving.   

We found a very healthy spiritual cli-

mate, with sound teaching in the Bible 

College and  churches and a proper em-

phasis on holy living and the need to be 

filled with the Holy Spirit.  

Electricity supplies are limited and there 

is a  little satellite TV. People have no 

money for entertainments. Alcohol is 

very expensive.  Many  live as their 

predecessors did except that some go to 

work in the city and  have some manu-

factured goods, especially bicycles or 

small motor bikes.  Everyone seems to 

have a bike of some sort which makes the 

roads very dangerous places when the 

mix of cars and lorries is taken into ac-

count.   

The country seems to be in a transition 

between traditional ways of living and 

the  small but increas-

ing impact of  

“Western Standards”. 

The “witch doctor” 

still seems to hold 

sway in many peo-

ple's lives and there were testimonies of 

believers who had left the occult behind 

to become Christians. Cooking is mainly 

done on open wood fires and in the dry 

season dust is everywhere.  The weather 

extremes include high temperatures, 

strong winds and heavy rain in the rainy 

season. Many people have contracted 

malaria.  Poverty and or disaster never 

seems very far away and yet change is 

coming. Consequently 

the people are hungry 

to hear about God.   

The good news is that 

many are believing 

and coming to Christ 

with changed lives to 

prove it.  Once they 

become Christians they become moti-

vated to learn and use their lives profita-

bly. One example of this is the Bible 

College where the professors, teachers 

and students and their families  work the 

land all the year round and not just in the 

rainy season.  So successful 

has been the  cultivation 

programme that it has at-

tracted Government interest 

and has become a model for 

national development. 

The believers in Burkina Faso are  moti-

vated by their faith in Christ  resulting in 

a desire to learn and work for their living 

and not rely upon outside aid unless that 

aid  helps them to become more self suf-

ficient. They need financial help but they 

are self sufficient in discipleship and in 

working for themselves.  They are such a 

graceful and lovely people and they are 

so positive about themselves and  their 

faith in God. 

They have a level of 

faith and love that is 

often  not seen by 

believers in the 

West where it is 

often swamped by 

materialism and an increasingly hostile 

culture.  Their difficulties are a spur to 

faith and so should ours be. God is un-

changing, and as the bible says, “Jesus 

Christ the same yesterday, today and 

forever” and the only way to complete 

fulfillment in our lives is to worship God 

with our whole hearts and look forward 

to the soon coming kingdom when Jesus 

returns.  May our faith in the Lord be as 

vibrant as the believers in Burkina Faso.  

GF 

Our Pastor Writes 

A Visit to  West Africa  

It's the capital city of Burkina Faso. 

B urkina Faso  is a landlocked country in 

West Africa surrounded by six countries: 

Mali to the north, Niger to the east, Be-

nin to the south east, Togo and Ghana to the 

south, and Côte d'Ivoire to the south west. 

The population is estimated to be in excess of 15,757,000 It was formerly called the 

Republic of Upper Volta, being renamed in 1984  to mean "the land of upright peo-

ple" in Moré and Dioula, the major native languages. After gaining independence 

from France  in 1960, the country is now a republic and occupies the sixth to last 

place on the Human Development Index. Most people speak More with about 20% 

of the population speaking French. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Human_Development_Index
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"Lord I am going on holiday 

tomorrow I can't let my 

daughter down, I don't want 

to tell my husband what I 

have found and worry him 

while I am away, please help 

me know what I should do, 

from that moment on a calm-

ness came over me, I was 

"resting in God" and had His 

amazing peace. I saw my spe-

cialist on return and he did a 

series of tests, a mammogram, 

an ultrasound scan and a cone 

biopsy; he said there were 

conflicting signs, and it was 

arranged for me to return a 

week later for the results of 

the tests.  I contacted many 

for prayers, for my husband, 

children & myself.  

I went before The Lord and 

asked that His will be done, in 

this situation, whatever that 

might be.  The peace of God 

was very real to me, keeping 

my heart & mind at peace and 

rest in what should have been 

one of the most distressing 

and difficult times in my life!   

In fact I believe the prayers 

that were offered on my be-

half, were being answered in 

a most wonderful way; I am 

being upheld by the grace and 

mercy of Almighty God! 

The results of the tests were 

that I had an invasive tumour, 

which was removed.,. My 

specialist tells me all the can-

cer has been removed, Praise 

the Lord, and I am at present 

undergoing chemotherapy till 

end of May. 

Sometimes difficult things 

happen to us so that the glory 

and power of God can be re-

vealed in and through us. We 

may not be able to understand 

why certain things are hap-

pening at the time, and why 

we have to go through them 

until we go to be with The 

Lord, but when we turn to 

God in the midst of difficult 

situations, God‟s glory will be 

seen in them and in us. I am 

in perfect peace, trusting in 

my Saviour Christ Jesus, 

whose word tells me that He 

is seated at the right-hand of 

the Father interceding for his 

people; (sinners saved by the 

grace of God in Christ Jesus).  

I am not anything special by 

any means, it is all of Him! 

His death on the cross paid 

for my sin, He shed His pre-

cious blood to cleanse the sin 

of the whole world, that who-

soever trusts in Him, Repents 

and is Baptized will receive 

Life Everlasting.  What a Sav-

iour!!  

Several verses of scripture 

have been my strength and 

my portion during the last few 

weeks; My Lord has taken 

hold of my hand, and put me 

in a place of comfort, joy, and 

safety; my times are in His 

hands, it is a wonderful place 

to be.  In closing I can say “I 

am in a win, win situation”, if 

God is for me, who can be 

against me?? 

„For I am persuaded that nei-

ther death nor life, nor angels 

nor principalities nor powers, 

nor things present nor things to 

come, nor height nor depth, nor 

any other created thing, shall be 

able to separate us from the 

love of God which is in Christ 

Jesus our Lord.‟   

(Romans 8:38-39). SVL 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Biblical Worship  

and Teaching 

Children’s Church 

Pastor: Geoff Farnell  

Telephone:574282 
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Give Thanks to God 

See our website (www.aechurch.2day.ws)  
for Preachers and latest information!  

or to download a recent message. 

 

Come and join us for 

Personal Testimony (cont.) 

  - 

This new venture starting 15th April  

on Thursday evenings from 4.15-5.30  

at Woodvale Community Centre,  

Meadow Lane Ainsdale. 
 

The ‘Klub’ will be aimed at 5-11 year olds each 

week during term time.  The programme for 

the evening would be games, crafts, bible 

stories juice and biscuits singing and much 

more.  And most of all its FREE!!.  So if you 

have any children, grandchildren, friends, 

nieces, nephews etc send them along on 

Thursday evenings.  

For more information and booking details 

phone Gill on 07534 828531 
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