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T he account of Jesus' rising from death was 

recorded in the most authoritative historical 

records, the Gospel books: Three days after His death, a 

few women first found His tomb empty. Then Jesus 

appeared in front of these women and His disciples, 

talking and eating with them. One disciple did not 

believe Jesus was alive again until he actually touched 

Jesus' fatal wounds. In the following forty days, 

hundreds of people witnessed this Jesus who had 

returned from death until He ascended to Heaven.  

Before His death, Jesus had promised eternal life to 

those who followed Him. If the story ended at His death, 

Jesus would have been no more than a religious figure 

with a finite life span. But the fact that Jesus rose from 

death demonstrated He has the power over death, and 

only through Him can people have hope for eternal life. 

Jesus said, “For God so loved the world that He gave 

His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him 

shall not perish but have eternal life" (John 3:16).  

Some of the disciples did not believe what they had seen 

with their own eyes, 

or had been told by 

the Son of God. 

Before His death 

Jesus predicted 

several times that he 

would die the death 

of crucifixion and 

be raised again on 

the third day. For 

those around Him, 

and certainly those 

in a position of religious authority such as the Sadducees 

and Pharisees the truth was staring them in the face. All 

they had to do was look in the Torah, (the first 5 books 

of the Bible) and it was all there before them – just as it 

is for you and me. 

There are so many parallels it would take pages to 

describe them all, so let’s concentrate on one single 

event from the Old Testament; you will no doubt be 

familiar with the section I have chosen. Perhaps you 

have seen it on a film or heard the story in the distant 

past at Sunday school. Or maybe you just know the story 

from old. What does matter is your understanding of the 

m e s s a g e , 

because it is so 

important for 

everyone.  

Of course the story and biblical account I am referring to 

is the Exodus of the Jews (God’s people) from Egypt, 

led by Moses as written in Exodus 12; Go and have a 

look at it in your bible. 

We know that God had sent several plagues, and despite 

promises to the contrary, the Pharaoh had refused to 

release the Jewish people. Despite Moses plea from God 

to “Let My People Go” he had been met with a blank 

refusal. God sent the final plague, which has been 

celebrated ever since as the Feast of the Passover.  

(Continued on page 4) 
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It is well known that the modern Easter comes from a non Christian source, but of course Easter  does have 

a very strong Biblical basis. One scriptural way to look at Easter  is from the viewpoint of the Jewish Old 

Testament Feasts. The table below highlights the significance of all the Feasts.   

Feasts numbers 1,2 and 3 directly relate to Easter.  Feasts numbered 1 to 4  (Spring Feasts) point to the 

first coming of Christ, whilst Feasts 5 to 7 (Autumn Feasts) point to the future second coming of Christ  

FEAST SEASON OLD TESTAMENT 
RELEVANCE 

RELEVANCE FOR ALL 
BELIEVERS 

EVENT 

1. Passover Spring 

(New Start) 

Delivered from 

bondage in Egypt 

Forgiveness of sin for 

those trusting in Christ 

The Crucifixion 

2. Unleavened 
Bread 

Spring 

(New Life) 

Purging of leaven

(yeast) from all food.  

Leaven is a symbol of 

sin 

Ongoing forgiveness of sins 

for believers who confess 

to God 

Ongoing Holiness 

3. Firstfruits Spring. 

First of grain 

harvest (barley) 

Thanksgiving for the 

firstfruits. First grain 

offered to God 

Christ the first to rise 

from the dead and 

resurrection and eternal 

life for all believers 

The Resurrection 

4. Weeks Late Spring. 

Fifty days  

after  

Passover 

Thanksgiving for the 

wheat harvest 

Holy Spirit sent on 

believers to enable them to 

live a crucified life in joy 

Pentecost 

(Whitsuntide) 

  Summer   Period of evangelism and 

discipleship 

The Church Age 

5. Trumpets 
(Rosh 

Hashanah) 

Early Autumn Trumpets blown to call 

a solemn assembly to 

prepare for the Day of 

Atonement 

The beginning of the re-

gathering of Israel.  The 

assembly of all believers 

in the heavens with Christ 

The Rapture of  

Church Believers 

6. Atonement 
(Yom Kippur) 

Autumn A solemn assembly for 

repentance and 

forgiveness 

Believers in Christ forgiven 

for all time by one 

atonement. Israel restored 

in faith. 

Israel returns to the 

Messiah 

7. Booths or 
Tabernacles 
(Sukkot) 

Autumn 

(Final Harvest) 

Harvest celebration 

and memorial of living 

in temporary booths in 

Sinai 

Joyous assembly of all 

believers, Jew and Gentile 

under the one Messiah, 

Christ. 

The Kingdom of God 

on Earth for 1000 

years prior to the 

new Heaven and 

new Earth 
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M ost people know that Easter 

is supposed to be a holiday 

to celebrate the resurrection of Jesus 

following his crucifixion on the 

previous Friday. This is meant to be a 

celebration because it means that if we 

repent and trust in Christ  to forgive 

our sins then we are “born again” and 

receive eternal life.  Even though we 

are instructed to “live a crucified life” 

we have the joy of God's presence 

now and  life everlasting to look 

forward to when we die. 

 

When things were relatively 

good  many could perhaps 

superficially go along with the Easter 

message and feel that because it made 

some sense, they would, at least be 

OK when they died. This thought may 

have been reinforced many times 

because it has been repeated often 

enough, though mistakenly, that we 

are all going to heaven simply because 

Christ  “died for our sins”. 

Maybe there was a tacit assumption 

that God would look after us until the 

time came for us to die.  For many this 

assumption is blown out of the water 

when things go badly wrong.  

Examples of this would be the wars in 

the last century or excessive suffering 

of any kind.  However if 

we think  that because of 

these things that God 

really is not in control then 

perhaps we think there is 

no eternal life and we 

should not bother anyway 

about  “Christianity” 

Local News 

Of course God never promised us a life of 

ease here and now.  In this life we are 

meant to serve others sacrificially on the 

basis of having received forgiveness from 

God, not to try and earn that forgiveness, 

which is an impossibility.    

Whatever the causes, things are going 

badly wrong right now.  Need the details 

be mentioned here?  A glance at almost 

any daily newspaper will be enough to 

make us think “what is the world coming 

to.” 

We could blame the government, 

capitalism, left wing politics, 

educationalists, social 

engineers, not forgetting 

bankers of course. Just about 

everyone has some 

responsibility.  However, 

whilst every one of these bear 

some responsibility I think the bible tells 

us that the primary cause is not any of 

them.    

Israel in the Old Testament was meant to 

be a model of how God treats his people. 

They failed miserably because the 

spiritual leaders stopped believing in 

God's word and then so did almost 

everyone else. Israel subsequently 

decayed morally and internally. The 

principles are the same in today's gospel 

age.  

 The more truth that people have, the 

more God expects from them.  There are 

three countries in the world that have had 

more of the Word of God than any others.  

Israel, USA and UK.  All have turned 

away from God and all 

have severe problems. 

The primary problem is 

that God's people, the 

church, have also turned 

away from Him.  The 

church is no longer “salt and light” to the 

nation.  Outsiders don't know what is 

believed and consequently it has become 

almost insignificant in our national 

affairs.  Many people only see media 

Our Pastor writes 

reports of internal 

church squabbling 

and failure to give a 

moral lead to the 

nation. 

However we must 

not lay responsibility 

only at the door of 

the “professional” church. All Christians 

have a part to play in this. We have not 

spoken up and not got involved when 

we should have done. 

Thank God for some churches that are 

very active and at least thank God that a 

lot of social work is carried on by the 

church.  But where is the moral lead 

which comes from deeply held biblical 

truth and committed prayer?   We need 

more of this at Ainsdale Evangelical 

Church. 

 

The church cannot be what God 

wants it to be unless the people in it are 

actual believers! For the church to be 

filled with believers who will speak and 

act, the folks in it need to fully 

understand and commit to the gospel.  

It's not enough to assume that all is OK 

just because Jesus was crucified and 

rose from the dead.  This is vital and 

true but in order to claim for ourselves 

the benefits of the Easter events we have 

to come to God on his terms.   

God's terms are simple to understand 

but hard for us to adopt. This is because 

“believing in Christ” implies a total 

turning away from everything we know 

to be wrong and a total commitment to 

obey every command that Jesus gave us.  

Impossible!  Yes but that's where God 

steps in and helps us to do what we can't 

do. That's why we need faith. Without 

real faith in God we won't change.  

Whether things in general get better or 

worse in the short term we can't say.  

However, they will get much worse in 

the long term. It's vital that we trust in 

God. 

Fully embracing the 

Easter message is the 

only way out.  
GF 

Maybe there was a tacit 

assumption that God would 

look after us until the time 

came for us to die 

We have not spoken up and 

not got involved when we 

should have done 
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So let’s take a look at the 

comparisons here, because 

they are quite astounding. 

� The Passover lamb was to be without defect 

(verse 5*) – Just as Jesus was without sin 

� The lamb was to be male (verse 5*) – so 

was Jesus 

� The Passover lamb was to be killed, dying 

in the place of the first born (verses 29*)– 

Jesus dies in your place 

� The blood of the lamb was placed on the 

door posts and lintel of the house. Stay 

inside was the instruction (verse 13*)– only 

by staying inside Jesus’ house can we be 

truly safe 

� When the Angel of death came he would 

“Passover” the houses marked by blood 

(verse 23*) – when Jesus dies on the cross 

God found a way to “Passover” our sins and 

provide forgiveness 

� The Passover lamb must have no broken 

bones (verse 46) –

Jesus’s bones were not 

broken on the cross.  

When the tomb was 

found it really was 

empty. (John Ch 20, 

v e r s e  8 ) –  b u t 

everything else was 

fullfilled! 

 

 

God’s promise to mankind had been fullfilled; we could 

walk and talk with Him in paradise. His only Son, Jesus 

Christ, had been lifted up, crucified and raised to life in 

a once and for all sacrifice for mankind. 

We were forgiven because of Jesus’s death. He atoned 

for our sin. Despite all the efforts of Satan there is only 

one winner. 

Earthly possessions last an earthly lifetime, spiritual 

possessions last forever. 

Think about it please, time runs shorter 

every day. 

* Exodus 12     WR 

 

(Continued from page 1) 

Please send me more information on 

finding a personal relationship with God. 

Name ____________________________ 

Address __________________________ 

________________ _______________ 

Postcode _________  

Tel No: ___________  

Mail to; 705 Liverpool Road, Ainsdale,PR8  2QZ 

with 

    

    

    
    

    

Ainsdale Evangelical ChurchAinsdale Evangelical ChurchAinsdale Evangelical ChurchAinsdale Evangelical Church 
at 

Merefield School 
Westminister Drive 

10.30am 
 

Biblical Worship  

and Teaching 

Children’s Church 

Pastor: Geoff Farnell  

Telephone:574282 

e-mail: adminataechurch@tiscali.co.uk 

Give Thanks to GodGive Thanks to GodGive Thanks to GodGive Thanks to God    

See our website (www.aechurch.2day.ws) for Preachers  
and latest information! - click on DIARY 

Easter Celebration and Message  

Sunday 12th April 
 

Discover how very much God loves youDiscover how very much God loves youDiscover how very much God loves youDiscover how very much God loves you    

Come and join us for 

Sundays at 10.30am at Merefield School Hall, Westminster Drive, Ainsdale.  Tel:01704 574282  


