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W e see this promise from the Old Testament again at the beginning of the New Testament in the 
book of Matthew.  In Chapter 1 and verse 23 that Hebrew 

name Immanuel is given its meaning…God with us.  

The Bible is a book full of promises from God, for the present 
and for the future. Right at the beginning of creation, when 
the serpent was in the Garden of Eden, Adam sinned by 
disobeying God’s instruction and so brought sin, death and 
decay into the world.     So God made a promise. He would 
send someone to crush the head of the serpent. A deliverer. 
Right through the Old Testament and into the New we can 
see that promise unfolding.  

O ne day, in the Temple in Jerusalem, an old man waited.  His name was Simeon. 

He had received a very special promise from 
God.  He would not die until he had seen the 

coming of the Messiah. As a faithful Jew to see 

that Day was his whole longing and so he 
waited.  Simeon may have been expecting a king or 

he may have been looking for a mighty warrior to 
deliver the Jews from the Romans. We don’t know 

what he was expecting but we know what he got! A 
little baby probably wrapped in cloths and possibly 

crying and with penniless parents!  

The ‘virgin was with child’ and He had been born and 
on the eighth day was presented at the temple. The 

bible says that Simeon moved by the Spirit went into 
the temple. He was wise and knew that God often did 

and does the unexpected.  He praised God with the 

Baby in his arms and prophesied that this Promise 
would be a light to the world and a glory for 

God’s people Israel.  

This is the miracle and wonder of what is called 
the incarnation. God himself has come as the 

answer to sin, death and decay.  Jesus left all 
the glory of Heaven, his place by the Father’s 

side to be born as a baby. How can this be? 
God in a mother He had created!  These mysteries are the 

wonder of a Christian’s life.  

Jesus grew into an adult full of grace and wisdom. He 
preached repentance as the way into His kingdom. He healed 

the sick gave sight to the blind and set the captives free.  He 
came to crush the head of Satan, the serpent. He came to pay 

the penalty for Adam’s sin. That sin which from that time on 
has infected our very nature. .  Jesus, the Father’s 

promise, came to die. He willingly gave himself up for 
us. He was without sin but took on ours. On the cross 

the price was paid – and accepted by God the Father. 
Jesus rose from the dead and went back to His Father 

in glory. Mission accomplished. Death and decay are 
defeated and the power of sin crushed beneath His feet.    

He will come a second time and soon - and this time as a 
King and a mighty conqueror! Because He has promised.  

He will judge the earth for its sin but those who have 
believed will go with Him to Heaven. Meanwhile we wait 

as patiently as Simeon.  But we have another promise. 
The Messiah  comes to us who believe in Him and we 

know His name. It is Immanuel and it means God with 
us.  And Jesus said ‘Never will I leave you or forsake 

you.’  

‘For God so loved the world that He gave His one and 
only Son that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but 
shall have eternal life.’    John 3; 16.    

This is the true gift of God. If you accept and believe in 
Jesus, repent of your sins and receive him into your life. 
Then you will know you have Immanuel with 

you forever.  He has promised you and He is 
faithful. 

 ES. 

 

    Ainsdale Evangelical ChurchAinsdale Evangelical ChurchAinsdale Evangelical ChurchAinsdale Evangelical Church 

Registered Charity No. 1075011 

 Issue  38  



   2008 

Page 2 Our Website is:- www.aechurch.2day.ws  e-mail:-adminataechurch@tiscali.co.uk   

  

I sat reading the Atlas the 

other day, pondering the 
size of the world and 

thinking about the places 
that I have been fortunate 

enough to visit when suddenly and for 
no apparent reason a thought just 

popped into my head “Why wasn’t 

Jesus born in Ormskirk?” Quite bizarre 
don’t you think; quite strange indeed. 

Then the thought kind of progressed 
from there into the area of “Why am I 

thinking about this” and “Why do I 
remember Him after over 2000 years” 

and then onto “Why will no-one 
remember me 2000 years after I have 

died!” 

By now you could be forgiven for 
thinking that I am off my trolley and 

not a full shilling; let me assure you 
that I am quite as sane as the next 

person; (honestly!) 

So why do we remember then, after 

all this time? Throughout everything 
over the ages we all know and 

remember the story about Jesus Christ, 

what He did for us (if you believe that 
sort of stuff) and what He can still do 

for us. Some will say - as I used to that 
it’s because he was an extremely good 

man who did lots of good things for 
loads of people. Well so have I! 

OK then, and they wrote a long 
book about Him – it’s called the New 

Testament, and all the 

predications made about 
Him in another book - 

called the Old testament - 

came true – all of them. So 
someone could write a 

book about me, but I struggle now to 
find a book about my life 1500 years 

before I was born. The book predicted 
my birth, my birthplace, my name, my 

job and exactly how I would die – and 
what would happen in future times. 

Ah, but the future times haven’t 

happened yet have they – so there is 
no proof they will. 

Anyway, why do people remember 
Him after all this time? Perhaps raising 

someone from the dead – yes, that 

would be a good reason. Or maybe 
because He fed a shed load of people 

when He was talking to them on a 
mountain side. Or could it be that He 

died for me and for you. 

Or He was supposed to have done 

anyway wasn’t He. Well, I guess if your 
going to die you might as well make a 

song and dance about it, might as well 
say that you are the Son of God sent to 

save the world – after all what have 

you to lose? 

Tell you what though, when you 

read the Old Testament it becomes 
quite unnerving, could say frightening 

at times. Just how closely things are 
predicted hundreds of years prior to the 

event. Another thing that is quite scary 
too is the things that are predicted for 

the future. Of course if you haven’t 

read it you wouldn’t know would you; if 
you “know better” then you have 

nothing to worry about. Or if you “don’t 
believe that sort of thing” then you are 

going to be OK. 

Me, I still worry, but I know that my 

future is secure, safe and sound. I 
believe in God’s word. That doesn’t 

make me lucky, holier than thou or 

some sort of religious nut – it make me 
happy. 

Jesus might not have been born in 
Ormskirk, but He sure does 

live here now. 

WR 

Hindu extremist violence against the 
Christian community in Orissa State, India, which 

started on 24 August, has continued almost unabated 
since then. At least 50 Christians have been murdered, some 
cut to pieces and others burnt alive. Many fear that the death 
toll is even higher, with one estimate suggesting that 120 

Christians have been killed. About 18,000 people have been 
injured, many of them severely; numerous Christian women 
have been raped; some 4,400 homes have been destroyed; 
300 villages have been cleansed of all Christians; and several 
orphanages and hundreds of churches and church buildings 
have been torched and razed. Relief camps, where Christians 

have fled for safety and shelter, have been 
attacked and drinking water has been poisoned. 

(15th October 2008) 
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Hebrews 12 verse 26 

 

D ad's Army has been a 
favourite with many 
people where one 
character was  known for easily 
panicking and shouting “don't panic, 
don't panic” whenever any sort of 
threat appeared. Well! What do we 
make of the situation today?   

There have been few periods in 
history when people have not felt that 
they could give way to panic, so is 
anything new?  It's probably true to 
say that it's new for many in the West, 
as our culture totters in the face of the 
move towards globalisation and world 
government. There is the feeling that 
anything could change at any time, 
and usually for the worst! 

Leaving aside the fields of 
economy and finance, international 
politics, terrorism, crime, 
environmental issues and the threat of 
war, especially in the Middle East, 
what about what we call “Christianity!  
Religious differences  are causing 
severe problems around the world. 
Most religions want to recruit and  
they proselytise.  Surely there is 
nothing wrong with that. Well, there is 
a problem for Christians, and 
civilisations built upon Christian 
principles, when the methods of 
persuasion include force and even 
terrorism. 

All over the world there is  
persecution of Christians, 
historically  in China, now in 
India and Sri Lanka, South 
East Asia, the Middle East 
and elsewhere.  Meanwhile  
in the West there is 
constant pressure to move 

further away from Christian principles. 

Why is this happening.  Do 
Christians bear some of the 

responsibility for this?  Certainly  in 
many instances of nominal  
Christianity and a  departure from 
Biblical  standards, a lot of things 
have not been right. However this 
can't be the whole answer.  There is 
phenomenal growth in the church in 

many parts of the world,  which is one 
of the reasons why so much 
persecution is happening.  

One particular country where the 
church is growing in leaps and bounds 
is Iran which is frequently in the news 
headlines and where strenuous efforts 
are made to prevent Christianity 
spreading. The Christians are bold and 
persecution only serves to spread the 
gospel more quickly as people see 
how  Christians  respond under 
extreme pressure.    

Why are Christians taught to love 
and forgive and not to hate or try to 
force people to accept the message of 
salvation?   

Because when Christ came 2000 
years ago the message to the world 
was that we all need to be forgiven. 
When He  forgives our sins, our lives 
are in His hands so that He can show 
the world through our actions and 
words the same message that He 
brought. Christ came as the “Suffering 
Servant” and Christians often suffer as 
they love the world around them. 

This “Christian” message  will not 
go on forever.  The events we see in 
the world today are prophesied in the 
Bible and  allowed by God to provide 
an opportunity to bring home to us 
the uncertainty of life in this world, 
which in reality is a preparation for the 

next, eternal world.  At the 
appropriate time in human 
history The Lord Jesus Christ 
will return, not as the 
suffering servant but as 
Sovereign Lord to both 

rescue and judge.   

Many people around the world see 

the reality of this message of love and 
forgiveness and are turning to Christ 
as never before.  We in the West, 
often with a tired old  caricature of 
Christianity need to return to the 
biblical Christianity which was once 
much more prevalent and was the 
basis for our culture. 

In a measure this is starting to 
happen as some Christians are leaving 
behind empty ritual and want the 
vibrant life of Jesus Christ, wherever 
and in whatever church that can be 
found. 

We at Ainsdale have experienced 
an influx of people recently and have 
also seen a new determination 
amongst us to serve The Lord.  Some 
people have recently been baptised in 
the Holy Spirit and many others are 
wanting to walk much more in the 
fullness of the Holy Spirit.  The key 
truth here is “Holy”.  There are many 
spiritual experiences that people can 
have but the one that matters comes 
through deep repentance and a desire 
for a holy life which only The Holy 
Spirit can bring to us as we submit to 
God in all humility. This is necessary 
because our faith needs to involve our 
spirits, minds and bodies.  In other 
words we need to “feel” our faith, not 
just think about it.     

The writer to the book of Hebrews,  
reminds them, that  formerly they did 
not escape when they refused to heed 
warnings of  an earthly judgement 
which was described as a “shaking”. A 
further judgement is prophesied for 
future generations which will not be 
restricted to earth but will be cosmic 
in scope . The scripture says, “yet  
once more I will shake not 
only the earth but also the 
heavens”.   The only things 
that cannot be shaken and 
which will remain are 
eternal.  Once we are 
secure in Christ we cannot 
be shaken.   GF. 

Our Pastor writes 
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 wanted more of Jesus. I knew 
Him personally and yet I was 

thirsty for more of Him 

In the front page of the last edition of the 

Church News I wrote about my life 
changing experience at Hillsborough in 

April 1989.  Since then I have grown in 
my Christian life and had many great 

experiences.  Too many to list here. 

However I began to feel under pressure 

within the last few months and felt I 
needed to be  much closer to God but didn't 

know how.  The more I wanted a closer 
relationship with God the harder it was to 

find the time.  The sermons at church were 
focusing on the need to worship The Lord Jesus 

Christ more fully through receiving an initial 

baptism of the Holy Spirit and then being filled 
with “Him”, the Holy Spirit, afresh each day.  

This depth of relationship had eluded me for 
many years. 

I know that I been disappointed many times by 

observing the behaviour of others who said that they had 

had this experience, but what I saw was not what I 
wanted. Had I placed a spiritual wall against receiving 

the Holy Spirit because of this? I wanted something that 
was  honouring to God and not just focusing on my 

experience. I know I needed to be much more 
“holy” if I was going to fully receive the Holy 

Spirit.  

I came to the point that I felt that I could not be of 

any further use to the Lord unless I received this 
blessing so I spoke with the Pastor and one of the 

leaders. I was advised to be very careful in preparing 
myself by searching my heart, checking my motives and 

asking forgiveness for anything which may not already 
have been forgiven. Ultimately I was invited to the 

leaders house to pray specifically for this blessing.    

There were four of us praising God and praying for 

some time and about half way through I knew I should  
kneel in repentance as I felt very much in the 

presence of The Lord Jesus.  There were a 
number of physical sensations 

including heat and then a feeling of 
being washed clean. At one point I 

was singing a song which was well 

known to me but then I began to sing 
different words which I did not know.  

I realised that this was the biblical sign of “tongues” 

which the Apostles received on the day of Pentecost. 

One of the most amazing things during the evening 

was that the Lord kept taking me back to the experiences 

which had occurred at  Hillsborough.  This included the 
exact moment when I was ready to die and I could feel  

demonic hands trying to bring me into 
Hell.  This happened three times.  I 

praised God for all His creation including His 

power and sovereign grace.  At Hillsborough, 
even at the point of death He was ready and 

willing to save me. He was waiting for me to call 
out to Him and eventually He will present me 

before His glorious throne. 

I cannot stop thinking of how 

awesome He is and of how my 

love for Him is much renewed.  

Nothing is impossible for Him. He 
is the one Holy God  and the way 

to salvation and fullness of the 
Holy Spirit is on the ground of 

Holiness alone.  Praise the 

wonderful name of our risen Lord 
Jesus Christ.  (Numbers Chapter 6 

verses 22 to 26.) 

WA 
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See our website (www.aechurch.2day.ws) for Preachers  
and latest information! - click on DIARY 

Discover how very much God loves you 

with 
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