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L 
ittle did I know that this was to be either the last 

day of my life or the start of the rest of my life? It 
was the day that I personally met both GOD and 

satan in the same afternoon. 

I grew up in Bootle and like every other lad from 

Liverpool, I lived for football, especially Liverpool FC. I 
idolised them. The more successful they were the more 

I worshipped them. By 1989 they were my main god in 

life followed closely by alcohol.  

Outside the ground the crowd thronged around 4 
turnstiles. People were getting hurt by these gates so a 

decision was made to open the side gates. It was like 

someone had pulled out the plug from a bath. The 

crowd instantly flowed into the stadium. I lost my two 
friends outside (meeting them again 2-3 hours 

later).Within 1-2 minutes I was swept from outside the 
ground to within 10-15 feet away from the fence behind 

the goal. At first the crowd didn't bother me (being used 
to the Kop) but soon alarm bells began ringing. 

Something was not right, we moved forward but never 

came back. The crowd became tighter and tighter. 
People were screaming and shouting. Panic began to set 

in all around. I tripped over something on the floor, as 
the crowd swayed uncontrollably, looking down I could 

see that it was a body. It was not moving. 

I was totally helpless, there was nothing I 
could do. I watched a man facing me die 

right in front of my eyes as the life was 
squeezed out of him. The feeling of 

helplessness and fear overwhelmed me. The intense 

heat and the feeling of being dragged down (although I 
was not moving) was unbearable. It was a consuming 

heat from within, something I had never experienced 
before or never want too again! I don't know exactly 

how long I was in that crowd, (25-35 minutes maybe) 
time was irrelevant. One thing I was sure of though, at 

the age of 21 I had given up on life. I couldn't fight 

anymore. I would wait to black out. Maybe I would live, 
maybe not. 

I had never believed in GOD up to that day but as I 
drifted off someone said, “Call out to me.” I looked 

around. The crowd were all screaming, shouting, crying. 

Again the same still voice said, "Call out to 
me.” I looked up into the sky (as another 

voice said, "don't call out everyone will 
think you are weird."). I thought -  “if you 

are real and you are really there get me 
out of here.” At that moment the crowd, for no apparent 

reason, moved back enough for me to move my arm 

and turn around. Once I could do this I could get myself 
out. Outside the ground I didn't know what had 

happened. Little did I know this was to be the start of 
the hardest part of my life so far? 

Back home the nightmares attacked me 

with a vengeance. My only release from 

them was to get drunk. The more the 

 

‘someone said,  

“Call out to me.”’ 
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nightmares, the more I would drink. 
The more I would drink the quicker I 

got drunk. The quicker I got drunk - 

for those few hours there would be 
no horrific scenes and sound raging 

through my mind. This vicious circle 
continued and intensified for the next 

5 months. The last thing on my mind 

was becoming a born again Christian 
and getting married. But GOD had 

other plans. In September ‘89 I met 
an ‘angel’ and within 6 

months was walking 
down the aisle of Christ 

Church, Bootle with 

this ‘angel’ on my 
arm. By 1991 I had 

become a born again 
Christian, went 

through the waters of 

baptism and received a miracle of a 
baby girl. 

It has been 19 years since that fateful 

day. The day satan almost took me to 
hell. But praise to the glorious name 

our LORD JESUS CHRIST, HE had 

other plans. HE has a place for me 
and my family (which still consists of 

that beautiful ‘angel’ and now 3 
miracles from GOD). HE also has a 

place for you too. If you don't believe 

in hell, believe me, I have almost 
entered there, I have smelt it, felt it 

and heard it. It is a hideous place and 
it is real. But the amazing thing is 

that none of us need go there. A way 
out has been secured through the 

atoning sacrifice of our LORD JESUS 

CHRIST, when HE freely gave HIS life 
on the cross at Calvary, taking on my 

sins and yours and all of mankind’s. 
Why? Because HE loves us. He 

loves me and HE loves you. And 

through the precious blood of our 
LORD JESUS CHRIST we can all have 

our sins washed away. 

Don't leave it until 30 seconds before 

you die, as I did. Ask HIM into your 
hearts right now, today. Admit that 

you have sinned and come in true 

repentance before the throne of 
the KING of KINGS and you 

WILL receive forgiveness 
and everlasting life. HE 

is waiting for you. HE 

loves you. 

The choice is yours: "Choose ye this 

day whom you will serve. As for me 

and my household we will serve the 

LORD." Joshua 24 v 15. 
BA 

The full testimony of 
Billy’s dramatic 
experience, can be 
downloaded from our 
web site  

www.aechurch.2day.ws   

under ‘News and Articles’ 

(Continued from page 1) 

 

 

A re you worried about 
something today? We all 

worry; even Christians worry about 

our health, our finances, our families, 
our community, the state of our 

nation and of the world. We even 
worry about not 

worrying enough. It 

is said that we all 
have a capacity for 

worry and if life is 
going along fine, no 

real problems, we 
look for something 

to fill that portion of our lives that 

needs worry. Think about how much 
of our time is spent worrying about 

something that never happens, or 
about things over which we have no 

control. Think how stressed and ill we 

can become.  

Of course sometimes things do 

happen. In the book of his name Job 

he says 'that which I feared has 
come upon me'. Job like some people 
now, had everything in abundance, 

but he worried that he might lose it. 
But he was a man who trusted God 

and, when he lost everything he 

knew that God had a purpose for it. 
He kept on trusting God, not his so 

called comforters, and in the end was 
richly rewarded. Isaiah was in 

Jerusalem when the mighty Assyrian 

army came to the door. The citizens 
of Jerusalem were terrified but Isaiah 

trusted God and His word. Not an 
arrow touched the walls and the 

army turned away. Within a short 
time their leader, Sennacherib was 

dead and they were scattered.  

The worst thing about worry is worry 

itself. If we truly trust God with our 
whole hearts then worry is 

disobedience to his will. Trust God 

and there may well be ups and 
downs but His plan for you will 

succeed. The great preacher Charles 
Spurgeon said 'let us not fear the 
enemy until he comes - then let us 
trust in the Lord. Jesus says in 
Matthew 6 verses 33-34: ‘seek first 
the kingdom and His righteousness 
and all you need (not want) will be 
given to you. Do not worry about 
tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry 
about itself Let today’s troubles be 
sufficient.’   

     JC 

Please send me more 

information on finding a 
personal relationship with 

God. 

Name ________________  

Address _______________  

_________________ ___  

Postcode __________  

Tel No: ___________  

Mail to; 705 Liverpool Road, 
Ainsdale,PR8  2QZ 

Or e-mail to 

adminataechurch@tiscali.co.uk 
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A 
 happy  family time at a church picnic on a 

kibbutz in Israel last April.  The temperature was 

over 40 degrees, unusual for the time of year, 
which is why the grass is yellow.  There were about a 

hundred people in total comprising a  mixed group of 

mainly Israelis, Arabs and some British, Americans, 
French  and Germans.   The churches in Israel are 

known as  Messianic Fellowships and not churches 
because in the minds of Israelis “the church” at large 

has been associated with their persecution. 

On my first day I visited the Tower 

of David in Jerusalem where General 
Allenby proclaimed the freedom of 

Jerusalem in 1917. On the second 

day I attended a large international 
conference of Bible teachers, 

politicians and senior military staff in 
Jerusalem.  The remainder of the 

days were spent with both Arab and 
Israeli Christians, observing their 

missionary activity and  

contemporary situation. 

Why would anyone want to go to 

Israel when we hear of so much 
trouble there?  It's not safe adjacent 

to Gaza where the rockets are 
falling, but I didn't go there. 

Everywhere I went, Tel Aviv, 
Jerusalem, The Galilee, River Jordan, 

Jaffa and Shefar'Am,  I felt very safe 

even though there were lots of 
young soldiers  about carrying 

automatic weapons.  Some of the 
cities are just OK and some are very 

modern and attractive.  The Galilee 

is beautiful.  Communications were 
good with some 4 and 5 lane roads 

but the cost of living is very high. 

The Bible is a Jewish book and relates geographically to 

the land of Israel, of which the present country is a 
part. The nation of Israel was specially created by God 

to show His nature and character to 

the world and in particular how man 
who was estranged from Him, could 

receive forgiveness  and reconciliation. 

The law of Moses was put in place to 
demonstrate the scope and depth of man's sin and 

rebellion but was then super-ceded when the Christ or 
Messiah paid the penalty for sin and made it possible for 

our personal reconciliation with God to take place. 

The Jewish leaders rejected Jesus as the Messiah at His 

first advent. One reason for this was  because He did 
not deliver them from the Roman occupiers and fully 

restore their Kingdom which is a promise God gave 
them. However the Bible speaks of two advents, firstly 

as the “Suffering Servant” to pay the price for sin and 

secondly as the “Conquering King” when He would set 
up the free Jewish kingdom. 

The rejection of Jesus by His own people led to God 

turning to other people (gentiles) to give them the 

gospel.  However the Bible says that “when the times of 
the gentiles are fulfilled” Jesus will return a second time 

to set up the promised kingdom for the Jews together 
with a glorious time of peace for the 

believing gentiles.  Consequently 

God has not finished with the Jews.  
The stage is being set with the Jews 

partially back in some of the land 
although still mainly in unbelief.   

There is some persecution of the 
Christians (Messianic Believers) by 

orthodox Jews . However many  

young and middle aged Jews  and 
elderly survivors of the holocaust 

are turning to Jesus. 

 During the course of history it has 

often looked to Christians that the 
time was right for the return of 

Jesus, but today it is different. 
Firstly the nation of Israel is partly 

back in the land. Secondly more 

Jews have come to Christ in the last 
10 years than in the last  2000 

years, except for the years 
immediately following the 

resurrection, when of course most 

of the “Christians” were Jews.  
Furthermore  political events appear 

to be following the predictions in the 
Bible which are to happen just prior 

to the return of Jesus 

We are living in a very important time of human history.  

To make sure we are in the Kingdom that Jesus will 
usher in we need to trust in Him now. 

GF 

Our Pastor writes 

Such happy smiling faces and lots of fun 

and learning with a group of children 

gathered in “The House of Light”, an 
Arab house in the Israeli town of 

Shefar'Am.  This event  happens every 

2 weeks with the intervening weeks 
being used for a teenagers event.   A 

similar gathering in this country would 
not draw much attention but it does in 

Israel because the children are a mixed     

 group of Israelis and Arabs. 
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Sundays at 10.30am at Merefield School Hall, Westminster Drive, Ainsdale.  Tel:01704 574282  

with 

 

(The crucified life) 

I 
f I had have known just how difficult things can get 

when I made the decision to be baptised and give 
myself and my life to Yeshua would I have done it? 

Oh the first few months were really great, 

inspirational at times and very uplifting. Lots 

of highs and wave after wave of emotional 
experience – all very positive. That stayed for the 

first couple of years and then things settled down and 

went “off the boil” so to speak. Still believed, still held on 
to the faith through the Bible – but other peripheral 

issues started to become an issue. What one person said 
here, what some else did there? A comment, a criticism, 

an opinion – some theological point perhaps. All quite 

innocent at the time but put them together and they 
begin to make a sizable problem; at least to me. 

So, being a rational relatively intelligent human being I 

sought an answer; and of course I had the answer 

myself; easy really when you think about it. I will 
separate myself from the problem for a while and give 

myself a chance to think things through, time to analyse 
the problem and then I will be back on track. That’s it 

then – the simple straightforward solution to things. 

So I separated myself for a few weeks – some of it 

intentionally and some of it forced by other appointments 
and commitments. And the simple 

problems got worse almost 

immediately. You know what? It was 
almost as though someone else was 

putting thoughts into my head – all 
the time. The small problems started 

growing and accumulating, the small 
problems became much more significant and important. 

I remember thinking at one stage something that our 

pastor had said in a sermon some months ago. It was 

about an empty vessel being ready to be filled. He was 
talking about the Holy Spirit – well I 

had experienced that before. Now it 

seemed as though the vessel was 
empty but someone else of a sinister 

nature was trying to fill my soul. 

And I was sitting around and about to almost let it 

happen. 

Have you been here before? I am sure most have. We 

should all learn from our experiences; I have learned 

from mine. What did I learn – well that’s easy too! 

God blesses you, fills you with the spirit and then at 

times expects you to do your bit. But He never leaves 
you. He is always there to help and guide. He knows 

about your problems and your innermost feelings. When 

things don’t go as expected it’s easy to revert to your old 
ways of dealing with it. Hide away, avoid the issue, and 

put your head in the sand. 

Remember always that you are a child of 

God. And he will always take you back just 
like the prodigal son. All you need do is ask. 

I am really pleased that I did get baptised – 

things might not be easy on the road to 

heaven – but praise God for 
putting me on that road!! 

WR.  
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See our website www.aechurch.2day.ws  

for Preachers and latest information! - click on DIARY 

Discover how very much God loves you 

V isitors to our web site; 
www.aechurch.2day.ws 

will be aware that for 

some time now we have 
been placing recordings of each Sunday’s 

Sermon on the site. These can be 
downloaded free of charge, so that you 

may listen/re-listen to the teaching in the 

comfort of your own home. 

We are excited at this step forward, 

which has been welcomed with 
enthusiasm. So if you have ever 

wondered what our sermons are like, this 

is your chance to hear us. Just click on 
the button on 

the right side of 
the ‘home 

page’ and choose the teaching you wish 
to download. I am sure you will want to 

listen to the end! 


