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I s it worth it being a Christian, being a follower of Jesus Christ. 
Well, I will try to answer this 

question for you. The reason I ask it 
at all is because recently I was 

talking with a fellow “Born Again 
Christian” about God and about our 

mutual belief. 

We both agreed that it is marvellous 

to know God and have faith in things 
promised in the good book – but 

what about the here and now and 

the ridicule that sometimes comes 
along with talking to others about 

God. Is it worth it? 

 

Did you know throughout history 

people have been prepared to die 
for their beliefs and faiths? That is 

quite a statement you know when 
you think about it. Bring to mind 

your most important belief or ethic – 

whatever it is would you be 
prepared to give your life for it? 

Well, makes you think a bit doesn’t 
it? 

If we go back in history and take a 

look at the history of Christianity you 

will find that throughout it’s history 
it’s believers and followers have 

been persecuted. Fed to the lions 

and used as human candles by 
Nero. Persecuted and stoned to 

death, sawn in half and tortured 
maimed and killed in the most 

horrendous ways. Of course that 
was hundreds of years ago and that 

sort of thing doesn’t go on 

nowadays does it?  

Unfortunately it does, in certain 
parts of the world being a Christian 

means being constantly under 

threat, being constantly aware of 

those around you just in case they 
tell others of your beliefs and faith. 

In certain parts of the world being a 
Christian means persecution and 

sometimes death – yes, that’s 

correct – you can still be murdered 
in this world for believing in its 

creator – Praise His name forever. 

So why do we still believe then? 

What makes this faith, this creed, 
and this belief so strong? Well, for 

my part it’s easy really. First of all 
my creator, my God gave his life for 

me – that’s how much He believed 
in me – He gave His life. Secondly, 

He rose again to give me the proof 

of His powerful love. Thirdly He 
waits for me in Heaven, in paradise. 

I know these things for sure through 

the Bible and through His signs. 

That’s why I believe.  

Many Christians before me have lost 

their lives for their faith. After 2000 

years the Christian faith is still the 
strongest throughout the world 

despite all this persecution and 

trouble. I do not know when the last 
trumpet will sound and when my 

Lord will return to claim His throne, 
but I do know that if that takes 

another 2000 years (which I very 
much doubt) His word will still be as 

strong as it has always been. 

Why don’t you share in the joy that 

God can bring. 

God Bless,  
Bill     
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Please send me more 

information on finding a 
personal relationship with 

God. 

Name ________________  

Address_______________  

_________________ ___  

Postcode __________  

Tel No: ___________  

Mail to; 705 Liverpool Road, 
Ainsdale,PR8  2QZ 

Or e-mail to 

adminataechurch@tiscali.co.uk 

“Come with me on a 
fantastic journey….”     

Being an only child and having 

scarcely any natural family, relations 

and family life have always seemed 
desirable to me. It was a blessing 

when I married John and we had two 
sons, at the time my widowed aunt 

and my mother and step father 
competed our (small) family unit. 

When I first came to know Jesus as 

my Lord and Saviour, I was thrilled to 

realise that part of His wonderful pro-
vision for my life, was to place me 

into a church, a fellowship filled with 

believers who were to be my brothers 
and sisters in God's family - which I 

realised was actually worldwide, how 
amazing was that!  

I found this to be true; as a born 

again believer, I felt a love for others 

in the church and outside in daily life, 
which I couldn't explain. Not only 

that, but if I met a Christian at work, 

at the shops or on holiday, there was 
an instant bond between us ,a feeling 

of 'family' that was closer at times 
than to people who were well known 

to me.  

I learnt from the Bible about ‘agape’ 
love - the kind of love that Jesus 
showed to us and that we should 

show to others; a love that has no 
conditions, that loves 'in spite of and 

not because', the family of God within 

the church had become precious to me.  

Over the years, there have been 

times when John and I have not been 
part of a specific church, we have 

worshipped at home, just the two of 

us; we have praised the Lord, studied 
the Bible and broken bread. These 

times have been hard and we have 
missed the fellowship of believers 

meeting together, but God is faithful, 

He is our Shepherd and has pastured 
us, fed us and richly blessed us - He 

is all we have needed and has seen 
us through the wilderness years.  

Jesus came to earth as a baby, born 

into a family; He is our pattern 

showing us that families are God's 
best for us, no matter what the world 

may say to the contrary. Inside a 
family is where we are able to be nur-

tured and also to nurture; it's a place 

to grow into all that God has in mind 
for us, to be the people He wants us 

to be. 

We now find ourselves belonging to a 

fellowship again, welcomed into the 
family within the family of believers. 

We pray that we may be a blessing in 
our new family at AEC.  

‘A father of the fatherless,  
a defender of widows, 
Is God in His holy habitation. 
God sets the solitary in families' 

Ps.68 v.5-6a 

J C 

The Woodpecker might 
have to go! 

Visitors to our web site; 
www.aechurch.2day.ws will be 

aware that for some time now we 

have been placing recordings of 

each Sunday’s Sermon on the site. 
These can be downloaded free of 

charge, so that you may listen/re-
listen to the teaching in the comfort 

of your own home. 

We are excited at this step forward, 

which has been welcomed with 
enthusiasm. So if you have ever 

wondered what our sermons are 
like, this is your chance to hear us. 

Just click on the 

button on the right 
side of the ‘home 

page’ and choose the teaching you 
wish to download. I am sure you 

will want to listen to the end! 

 

You are invited to join us at the  

following Special Moriel Meetings; 

Friday 14th March at 8pm 

GEOFF FARNELL 

Saturday 19th April 4pm - 8pm 

JACOB PRASCH 

Friday 9th May at 8pm 

IAN BRADLEY 

 

 
A depiction of actual Noah’s Ark 
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Most people have heard about this 

famous battle which is due to take place 

at the time that  is usually referred to as  
the “end of the world”. The battle to end 

all battles.  But what is it and is it something that is 
really going to happen or is just a myth? 

Whenever something fascinating 

comes up and it could have 

catastrophic 
consequences if it 

were true 

we have to 

make some sort of 
assessment about it and file it in 

one of our mental boxes.  These boxes 

may look like the following. Just another doomsday 
scenario. Possible but unlikely in my lifetime so forget 

about it. Just an expression that sums up what could 
happen if everything goes pear shaped.  It's only a 

myth.  It may be true. 

It may be interesting to find out about it and if it looks 

like it may actually happen then we really do need to 
investigate it.    

Where does it come from? It is in the Book of the 

Revelation which is the last book in the New Testament  

Well that is the title of the battle and some details 
concerning it are in Revelation but actually it is referred 

to throughout the Bible in many places.   

What basis do we have for believing that it will actually 

happen?  Well looking at the state of 
the World today, perhaps that's all the 

reason we need. However there are 

more substantial reasons.  Predictions 
of this battle are one of the many 

predictions which are written in the 
Bible. Many of the Bible's predictions 

have already come true to the letter. In 

fact the only ones not yet fulfilled are 
those relating to future times, including 

the Battle of Armageddon.  

All the bible predictions re; the setting up of world 

empires, the future of the Jews, the disposition and 
future of many nations, especially but not only  in the 

Middle East  have either been fulfilled or are in the 
process of being fulfilled.  

The Bible says that Israel will be re established as a 

nation once again in her previous lands as the time for 

this battle approaches.  Well this has already happened 
and modern Israel is the centre of almost continual 

warfare even at present.   

Many people will remember the 

temptations of Jesus in 

Matthews Gospel by the devil.  
In the third temptation the devil 

offers Jesus all the Kingdoms of 

the World if only Jesus will 
worship him.  The offer was refused.   Jesus is God and 

Lord of Lords but temporarily the devil is called the “god 
of this world” (a world fallen away from God and clearly 

sinful). 

Jesus has promised that He will take his rightful rule 

over the world, banishing the devil and eliminating 
sickness and death, when the Jews repent for the 

crucifixion and ask Him to return. The devil believes that 
if he can eliminate the Jews, they can't ask Jesus to 

return and he can carry on as god of this world.  

Hence the energy that today goes into 
trying to “push the Jews into the sea”. 

However when the 

repentance of  Israel 

takes place 

Jesus will fulfil 
His promise and 

return and in so doing will 

fight the Battle of Armageddon to 
remove the devil and his armed forces 

from the scene.     

The campaign of Armagedddon has 8 stages, one of 

which consists of the battle where Jesus defeats his 
enemies by “the breath of his mouth”. The first stage is 

the assembling of the armies of Antichrist at 
Armageddon (The Valley of Jezreel) and the last stage 

is when Jesus ascends the Mount of Olives after having 

routed his enemies.   

Why is this important and why do we 

need to know about it?  

Well the Bible says that at this time 

people will be divided into those who 

belong to Jesus, and those who do not 
and are in effect on the side of 

Antichrist.  To be on the right side is to 

receive forgiveness of sins and the gift 
of eternal life. To be on the wrong side  

means condemnation and eternal judgement.  Time is 
marching on and these events are drawing nearer. 

We can be forgiven today and receive 

the gift of the holy spirit as a 

confirmation of our belief if we trust 
in Christ.  Then we will always be on 

the right side.   

All this may be true and it could 

happen sooner than we think!   

Local News 

Our Pastor writes 
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 Johanna Patterson Johanna Patterson Johanna Patterson Johanna Patterson went to be 
with the Lord Jesus on Saturday 
19th January 2008. 
Mum was a great ballroom dancer in her 
youth, and when she was 19 yrs   old she came to know 
Jesus as her Saviour when the Band she was dancing to 
struck up "When I survey the wondrous cross, on which 
the Lord of glory died, my richest gain I count but loss, 
and pour contempt on all my pride. She never looked 
back and gave up dancing there and then to become a 
great woman of God, to bring others to Christ and to 
serve her Saviour for the rest of her life.  
                    Mum was 86 yrs old and was very ill but 
just wanted to be with her Saviour. She is now in his 
presence and enjoying eternal life only found in Jesus.  
We love and miss Mum so much! She was a fantastic 
Mum but as she would often say to her friends and 
people who didn’t know the Lord Jesus. Where will 
YOU spend eternity!     

       Love Rosemary 

  "I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, 
I have kept the faith.  Now there is in store for me the 
crown of righteousness, which the Lord , the righteous 
Judge, will award to me on the last day.” 2 Tim 4 v 7-8   
 

 

  

       

Love lifts me up, when I am down  
Lord Jesus, thou art my joy and crown 

Thou art my Saviour, Shepherd, and Friend 
And thou will see me through to the end 

Now I long to see thy face,  

With all thine own, known through grace 
Lord thy bride awaits thy call!  

"Arise my loved one come away," 
When we shall meet thee in the air 

And see thy blessed face so fair  
What joy t'will be when we can say 

"Thou art the altogether lovely ONE,"  

The Spirit and the Bride say ..COME."  
 

Where the whole realm of nature mine, 

That were an offering far too small 
Love so amazing. so divine  

Demands my soul, my life, my ALL.’ 
  Written 9th December 2005 

 Johanna Patterson 1921-2008. 
 

Sundays at 10.30am at Merefield School Hall, Westminster Drive, Ainsdale.  Tel:01704 574282  

with 

    

    

    
    

Ainsdale Evangelical ChurchAinsdale Evangelical ChurchAinsdale Evangelical ChurchAinsdale Evangelical Church 
at 

Merefield School 
Westminister Drive 

10.30am 
 

Biblical Worship  

and Teaching 

Children’s Church 

Pastor: Geoff Farnell  

Telephone:574282 

e-mail: adminataechurch@tiscali.co.uk 

Give Thanks to GodGive Thanks to GodGive Thanks to GodGive Thanks to God    

See our website www.aechurch.2day.ws  

for Preachers and latest information! - click on DIARY 

Saturday 19thApril 4pm-8pm 

 

 

Jacob Prasch (Moriel Ministries) 

Discover how very much God loves you 

Come and join us for 

EBYOWN    South Africa 

Can we introduce you to Ebyowns latest youngster 
Siphiwe. She is 11 years old and has spent the last 
8 months in hospital. She has Cerebral Palsy and 

little movement but she can have the most 
amazing smile. Siphiwe will be the first child in our 
new disability unit that is to be built in late March. 
Anyone wishing to help sponsor Siphiwe can either 
contact us direct or contact your nearest Moriel 

office  

Local 


