
T he Bible has had more 
attempts to suppress 

and destroy it than any other 
book in history. Even in today’s 

so called-tolerant age, the Bible 

remains a target of hatred and 
abuse. Time and again it is 

written off as ‘a load of rubbish’, 
or as ‘myths’ or ‘folklore’. Even 

so, from 1998 to 2002 nearly 
3,000 million copies of the Bible 

in whole or in part were 

distributed in over 2,000 
different languages. 

This book does not promote 
anarchy, occultism, sedition, 

violence or anything else likely to 

have an adverse affect on 
people’s lives. Instead, it 

commends stable government, 
justice, peace, integrity and all the 

virtues one would wish to find in 
society. 

Why should the world’s most 

despised book be in such 
overwhelming demand? 

Book? 
Strictly speaking, the Bible 

is not a book at all, but a 
‘library’:  

♦ A collection of 66 books 

brought together over a 

period of about 1,500 
years. 

♦ Written by more than 40 authors, 

from fishermen to kings. 

♦ About hundreds of different 

subjects. 

♦ Originally written in 3 languages. 

♦ Written in many cultures and on 

3 continents. 

Even so, without any collaboration 

or spin-doctoring the authors have 

given us a body of writing that is 
amazingly coherent. 

The two parts of the Bible, Old and 

New Testaments show in two 
distinctive, but not contradictory, 

ways God’s determination to bring 
men and women into a right 

relationship with himself. The Old 

Testament is not therefore out of 
date, nor is the New Testament 

‘Plan B’. Both Testaments are like 
two halves of a sentence: both are 

necessary before we can grasp the 

whole meaning. All the books agree 
on who God is, what human beings 

are like and need, what God has 
done and what He is going to do. 

Prophecies? 
The Bible has correctly predicted the 

future. Sometimes prophecies were 

fulfilled within the lifetime of the 
prophet, sometimes many centuries 

later, and some refer to the end of 
this Age. Literally hundreds of 

Biblical prophecies have come true. 
Many prophecies are so detailed that 

they could not have been ‘lucky 

guesses’. Those prophecies 
about Jesus, written centuries 

before him, are stunning. The 
probability of just 48 prophecies 

being fulfilled in one person has 

been calculated at one i n 
10157 (1 followed b y 

157 noughts!), 
yet over 300 

prophecies fit 
Jesus like a 

g l o v e ! 

Impossible, unless SOMEONE 
behind them all actually knew 

the future. 

Original Copy? 
There are a total of some 
20,000 sources including the 

Dead Sea Scrolls and other 

Greek manuscripts to help us 
piece the Bible together. The closest 

rival to this amount of sources is 
Homer’s famous Iliad, with just 643. 

We have only 20 copies of Livy’s 

Roman History (59B.C. – A.D.17), 
and only 9/10 copies of Caesar’s 

famous Gallic War (58-50 B.C.) 

The time gap between when the 

manuscripts were written and the 
original events they describe are the 

shortest for the Bible. No other 

ancient records can come as close to 
the original manuscript words as the 

Bible. 

If we don’t accept 

the manuscript 

evidence for 
the Bible, 

then we should not accept the 
manuscript evidence for Julius 

Caesar. 

Science? 
The Bible does not tell us exactly 

how or when creation took place. 
Instead, its focus is on the 
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A Personal Testimony of Bill Ramsden 

M y name is Bill Ramsden; I’m 58, happily 
married to Ann and I run my own 

business. The last two years have been a bit of a 
roller coaster ride I guess. Full of ups and downs, 
they have been a very different 2 years and that’s 
for sure! 

Let me take you back to July 2005 in Italy on 
vacation with my wife. We had just met up with 
friends, Geoff and Judy Farnell, sailing on 
lake Garda, enjoying the scenery. Geoff is a 
friend of more that 15 years. He has a strong 
faith and is the pastor at a church at 
Ainsdale. As I took in the scenery I struck up 
a brief conversation about how all this 
couldn’t just “have happened”. I’m 
sure you know what I mean. I had 
often thought about the origin of 
life. 

We had a brief conversation about the mysteries of life 
and Geoff shared his thoughts about the 
creation with me. That was it! We got off 
the boat and returned to our hotels, the 
holiday ended (very enjoyable it was too) 
and we went home to Ormskirk. Back to my 
life on the road; driving and staying in hotels moving 
from one client to the next returning home each Friday 
and back on the road again on Sunday. That’s been 
my life for as long as I can remember.  

After a couple of weeks, I found myself in yet another 
hotel, just outside London. I had just gone 
through my usual ritual. Checked in, rang 
home, unpacked and was about to head for 
the bar and restaurant. As I left the room I 
bumped into an open drawer and stooped to 
close it; there in the drawer was a bible, a 

Gideon’s bible. For some reason I stopped and took 
the book; I began to read it – I don’t know why but I 
just did. About 30 minutes later I decided to ring Geoff 
as he would know where to point a beginner in the 

bible. As I replaced the receiver I went to the gospel 
of John, as Geoff had suggested, and began to read. 

Then I got to Chapter 8. The story of the adulterous 
woman; I am sure you know the one I mean. Which 
contains the following words-: 

“When they kept on questioning him, he straightened 
up and said – ‘If anyone of you is without sin let him 
be the first to throw a stone at her.’ Again he stooped 
down and wrote on the ground. At this, those who 
heard began to go away one at a time, the older ones 

first, until only Jesus was left, with the woman 
still standing there. Jesus straightened up 
asked her – ‘Woman, where are they. Has no 
one condemned you?’ “No-one sir,” she said. 
‘Then neither do I condemn you’ Jesus 
declared. Go now and leave your life of sin.” 

Immediately after reading these verses I was 
overwhelmed with a feeling of 
forgiveness and joy. It is just not 
possible to put it into words or 
express it on paper. I felt as though 

all MY sins had just been forgiven; as if Jesus had 
touched my heart. It was indescribable. I 
wept uncontrollably and didn’t know 
why. I felt ecstatically happy but didn’t 
understand why. I can still feel the emotion 
right now as I share this with you.  I rang 
Geoff to tell him what had happened; we had a brief 
conversation and then I continued reading my new 
book – The Gideon’s Bible. I remember saying to Geoff 
that I wasn’t sure what had happened or indeed why, 
but one thing I do remember saying very clearly was 
that he could “sign me up” and I would be at church 
next Sunday. 

I have found my God, or more to the point He came to 
me. I can think of millions of others more deserving 
than I – but Jesus came to me to save me. He made 
me - now He has saved me. So many things 
have happened since to make me absolutely 
sure that Jesus is my Saviour. So many 
things; He talks to me, mainly through the 
bible, He helps and guides me and 
sometimes He admonishes me. But I know 
that He is constantly there for me. Constantly there – 
and will always be there too. 

I’m sure Jesus would have come to me sooner or 
later – but it happened one night over 2 years ago, 
in a hotel room because I read the Bible, put there 
by the Gideon’s. God Bless the Gideon’s then and 

God bless everyone who shares the love 
of Jesus Christ, my risen Saviour. 

WR 26th October 2007 

“Come with me on a 
fantastic journey….”     

Please send me more information on finding a 

personal relationship with God. 

Name _______________________________ 

Address______________________________ 

___________________ ________________ 

Postcode____________  

Tel No: _____________  

Mail to; 705 Liverpool Road, Ainsdale,PR8  2QZ 

Or e-mail to adminataechurch@tiscali.co.uk 
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W e don't really need a 

dictionary to tell us 
what courage means but just for 

the record my dictionary says “ the 
quality that enables people to meet 

danger without giving way to fear” 

I remember needing 

a lot of courage 

when I first went to 
school , to cope with 

terrifying new 
circumstances and  

school bullies.   

I was 18 years old when I first 
really knew that Christ had died 

for me because God loved me 
(along with a lot of other 

people).  I then made an effort 
over 6 months or so to 

understand this more and to find 

out what, if any, my response 
should be.  Then I knew.   I had to 

“nail my colours to the mast”, or 
in other words say, do and go 

whatever The Lord wanted.    

This was too much! It 
required more courage than 

I had, especially the thought 
of having to tell others that 

I had become a Christian. 

However The Lord did not 

“let go” and I realised He was 

drawing me with His love.  One 
night the climax came.  I quietly 

said to God that whatever He 
wanted I would agree to it.  Then I 

knew that courage would be found 

when I needed it.  I did receive the 
gift of Eternal Life and He 

confirmed it through my 
understanding and circumstances, 

His Word and His Spirit. 

Then moving from home and 
starting employment as a Factory 

Inspector, taking cases 
in court and making 

difficult decisions 
required courage. This 

was enhanced when  I 

became  a safety 
consultant and worked in 

many different countries. I am not 
forgetting the courage that was 

often required in the family( we 

have 3 grown up children). 

To know our own minds and  set 

our own standards  and  remain 

true to what we have decided in all 
walks of life is a great blessing.  To 

be certain as opposed to being 
uncertain is a great relief.  I know 

what I believe!  However when 
what we believe conflicts with what 

other people do or expect us to do 

much courage may be needed. 

Are standards of public life slipping?  

Lying, stealing, fiddling taxes, being 
deceitful, maintaining Christian 

stands of sexual behaviour etc. can 

always get us into stressful 

situations. Courage is one asset 
that is needed in such cases, if we 

are going to be true to what we 
believe. 

 Going “against the flow” in any 
ideas or beliefs can always be a 

problem. With mature people there 

can always be constructive debate, 
but unfortunately sometimes there 

seems to be little patience to 
debate and a great expectancy for 

everyone to conform to what is 

perceived to be the “norm”. 

Disagreements with any persons or 

systems of control or government 
can of course be extremely 

dangerous. More Christians have 

died for their faith in the last 
century than any other time since 

the crucifixion and resurrection. 

In Britain today there are many 

who will argue against bible truth, 
some from  conviction,  but many 

more apparently because believing 

the bible is not popular. Such belief 
is frequently criticised in public and 

I have seen little constructive 
presentation of bible truth directly 

expressed in the media in a long 

time. 

However there is a deep spiritual 

hunger in many people, and the 

majority of our population whilst   
describing themselves as Christian 

are not outwardly expressing any 
belief.  Are some of us intimidated, 

intellectually, morally or socially? 

I have met people locally who are 

“afraid” to be seen to be examining 

the bible or going into church, yet 
who are searching for truth. Often 

there are serious conflicting 
opinions within marriage 

relationships.  Standing for 

Christian truth today often 
requires great courage, as of 

course it has down the 
centuries. 

Jesus said  “Whoever 
confesses Me before men, him 

I will also confess before My Father 

who is in heaven.  But whoever 
denies Me before men, him I will 

also deny before My Father who is 
in heaven”. (Matthew 

chapter 10 verses 32 and 

33) 

I can understand those 

who have genuine 
difficulty in believing 

the bible, and we can 
agree to disagree, but to 

“fail” because we may be afraid is 

another matter altogether. 

In the book of Revelation where the 

Apostle John is writing about the 
final judgement of those who are 

condemned,  he lists the ones 

having different kinds of character 
traits and sins. The second item in 

the list refers  to “unbelievers”, and 
the last to “liars”. The first  item in 

the list is “the cowardly”. 

(Revelation chapter 21 verse 8) 

In  Philippians chapter 1 verse 20  
the Apostle says, “ it is my eager 
expectation and hope 
that I will not be 
ashamed, but that 
with full courage now 
as always Christ will 
be honoured in my 
body, whether by life 
or by death”. 

TAKE COURAGE  GF 

Our Pastor writes 



Christmas 2007 

Our Website is:- www.aechurch.2day.ws  e-mail:-adminataechurch@tiscali.co.uk    Page 4 

 

  

Sundays at 10.30am at Merefield School Hall, Westminster Drive, Ainsdale.  Tel:01704 574282  

ES 

Words like that which appear on our tax forms can look 

very forbidding.  Our pens quiver anxiously over the 
paper as we read ‘please would we use 

black ink’ - and we’ve nearly filled a page 
with blue. Will it matter we think?  Maybe 

not.  But then we read ‘unearned income.’ 

Horrors! Do I have to declare that gift?  
Capital Gains!  Hmm. We should be so lucky.  Yearly 

earned income!!!! 

Well there’s one amount that will never change year in 

and year out. You can fill it in as many times as you like. 
And that, the Bible says, is the ‘wages of sin.’ (Romans ch 

6, v 23). They remain unchanged through the centuries, 

in fact since Adam first sinned in the Garden of Eden by 
disobeying God’s only command. Now, the bible says all 

have sinned, through Adam, and fall short of the glory of 
God. 

Good news! Tell your accountant!  There is a free gift, a 
gain, and an inheritance that God has declared to us. 
Supposing you died tonight and stood before God and He 

asked you why should He let you into His heaven? What 
would you answer? Would it surprise you to know that He 

says that nothing you do can earn you the right to go in? 

Would you be dismayed because you thought taking Holy 
Communion or Mass was an entrance fee? No sacrament 

of any kind is going to earn us the right to be with the 
Father when we die. If you had helped the starving in 

Sudan for years, you would get a ‘well done’ but the door 

would remain closed.  

If the ‘wages of sin’ is eternal death without God (Hell), 

how do I escape such a dreadful pay packet?  
Wonderfully, the rest of that verse 23 says “but the gift 

of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  

The only way to eternal life and heaven is to admit our 

sinful nature and repent of our sins before God, crying 

out for that free gift of forgiveness that Jesus won for us 
on the cross. You gain free entrance to the presence of 

the Lord. You inherit a place in heaven kept for you, 
who by faith, are shielded by God’s power. Trust in Jesus. 

He is the only answer to all your needs.  

Happy Christmas!  

fundamental fact that ‘God … made heaven and earth and sea and 

everything in them’, and he only needed 6 days. 
The evolutionist theory assumes that physical laws 

and conditions in the past were the same as today’s. 

But no one was there to scientifically test and 
observe. However, the Bible does give an account of creation by 

someone who was there. It takes more faith to believe that nothing 
created something out of nothing, than it does to believe in God.  

Mistakes? 
The Bible’s statements are confirmed by external evidence. The 

Bible contains a great deal of historical data and whenever it has 

been possible to check this against contemporary evidence the 
Bible has been found to be accurate. No archaeological discovery 

has ever disproved a biblical reference.  

The Good News? 
The Bible tells us that in an act of amazing love God sent his Son in 
the person of Jesus to die on the cross to pay the penalty for all our 

sins. Three days after he was put to death Jesus was resurrected 

and is alive today. There is more evidence for the eternal 
resurrection of Jesus from the dead than for the Roman invasion of 

Britain about eighty years earlier. This evidence includes the 
testimonies of millions of people that He has transformed 

their lives. They have been given an assurance that 
their sins are forgiven and they are convinced that after 

death they will by God’s grace spend eternity with Him in 

heaven, enjoying ‘an inheritance that can never perish, 
spoil or fade’. 

SF  
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Biblical Worship  

and Teaching 

Children’s Church 

Pastor: Geoff Farnell  
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Give Thanks to GodGive Thanks to GodGive Thanks to GodGive Thanks to God    

See our website  
(www.aechurch.2day.ws)  

for Preachers and latest information!  
(click on DIARY) 
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