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I t’s fun looking after our 7yr old grandson. 
It’s not a daily chore, but more a giving of our 
time so that ‘Mum’ can have some space and 
we can enjoy the presence of a young person, 
full of life and eager to explore everything 
about him. What every parent wants to do 
with their children, but finds that they have 
grown up too quickly! 

Well young Nat was chattering away when he 
said something simple but startling. “I play by 
the ‘boy’s rules’” he said. “I learn them by 
watching what other boys do.” He is determined to 
be part of a community and quite naturally at his 
age it was going to be all boys. 

How we all long to be part of a 
community, yet so often these 
days we find ourselves isolated, 
either at work or at home talking to computers or 
feeding from the television. Technology is 
wonderful but is it really supposed to replace 
human contact and interaction? 

What does the bible say about community? A lot 
actually. As we look at God’s Word it is plain that 
God’s purpose was to build up a community of 
people. Isaac blessing Jacob said, ‘May God 
Almighty bless you and make you fruitful and 
increase your numbers until you become a 

community of peoples.’ (Gen 28:3)
and God himself said, 'I am going 
to make you fruitful and will 
increase your numbers. I will make 
you a community of peoples, and I 
will give this land as an everlasting 
possession to your descendants 
after you.' (Gen 48:4) 
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Nat was going to learn his rules from the strongest 
boy in the group, whilst God wants to show us the 
best way to live as one of His creation. 

As Christians we do not live in a 
community, but we share our lives 
together as a community, helping, 
encouraging, rebuking and 

supporting each other. 

However, the most encouraging parts of the bible 
are where God looks forward to Christ’s eventual 
return -  ‘From them will come songs of 
thanksgiving and the sound of rejoicing.’  and the 
establishment of a Godly community under the 
Lordship of Jesus Christ, ‘their community will be 
established before me;’ "'So you will be my people, 
and I will be your God.'"  (Jeremiah 30:19-22)   BK 
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'So you will be my people, 
and I will be your God.’ 
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I t is a problem you know, I mean 

being a Christian. To others 
around you who maybe don’t share 

the same faith and beliefs it might 

seem, looking in from the outside, an 
easy job. 

It’s not always easy though; oh it’s 
great knowing the Lord Jesus is there 

for you and it’s great having the 
understanding that your sins are 

forgiven if you are truly repentant. Of 

that there is no doubt. But what’s not 
too good is knowing that you aren’t 

perfect and that you can never be in 
the eyes of God. The trouble with 

being a Christian – well at least for 

me anyway – is that I am constantly 
aware of my failings. We all have 

them; all of us and we all know 
exactly what they are too. Maybe 

others do not, but we do. 

If you are not a Christian, on 

reflection maybe I had better stop for 

a moment and clear that last 
statement up. What exactly do I 

mean by a Christian? Well, I mean 
someone who believes that Jesus 

Christ died on that cross all those 

years ago that I might be forgiven. It 
means being prepared to tell others 

about that belief also.  

It means a lot more than going to 

church too! Don’t expect to get into 

heaven when God asks “Why should I 
let you in here?” that “I went to 

church every week for years” will be 
OK, because I would hazard a guess 

that it won’t do at all! I went to 
church every week for years too, my 

parents made me. I didn’t want to be 

there either. That was when I was 7 
years old. Now I am 57 and you 

know, I want to be at church. Now 
there’s a turnaround! 

So what will get you in then? What 

do you have to do to get the keys to 
the second life? It’s so easy it’s 

almost unbelievable! Believe, repent 
and make Christ the most important 

person in your life. Of course, you 

also need to try to live a life that 

reflects those beliefs and ethics too. 
Remember when I said at the 

beginning of this article that being a 
Christian wasn’t easy? Well, that’s 

what I meant! 

Jesus Christ was and continues to be 
the perfect God and during his stay 

with us in His earthly form was the 
perfect man on earth. Absolutely sin 

free. No faults, nor any failings and 
bad character traits – none 

whatsoever. Not even just the one! 

Now herein my problem lies 
sometimes. No matter how Christ like 

I try to be I know I will fail even 
before I have begun. I have no 

chance of emulating my God. I can 

try, but try as I may I will never be 
successful. Let me give 

you a prime example. 
Recently I was given 

some news that 
shocked me – it really 

doesn’t matter what 

that news was, it’s not 
directly relevant. Anyway, as I said 

the news shocked me and I reacted 
with an untimely and uncalled tirade 

of words that were completely out of 

order and totally uncalled for. In 
simple terms I lost my temper good 

style for around 30 minutes and then 
sulked for another day! Before you 

laugh I bet you have been in the 

same position before – thought so! 

This is the hard part about being a 

Christian, failing because of the 
standards that my God sets and 

expects from me 

I contacted a couple of my fellowship 

members – Ian and Gill, 2 very close 

friends and shared the problem with 
them. I got some really good advice 

(and I knew I would, that’s why I 
rang in the first place!) 

What they said, for a moment, just a 

split second, made me feel really bad 
and even more ashamed! But then 

instantly overjoyed;  

When man breaks mans laws he is 

punished and 

reprimanded. When man 
breaks God’s laws he is 

reprimanded, just as a 
father would reprimand 

his child. When the child 

says “sorry” to his father he usually 
gains forgiveness. When the Christian 

says sorry to God, and truly asks for 
forgiveness – he is forgiven, EVERY 

TIME. 

The advice I got from Ian and Gill my 

good friends in Jesus?  

Go and get a Bible open it at 1 John 
Verse 9 - 

“If we confess our sins he is faithful 
and just and will forgive us our sins 
and purify us from all 
unrighteousness” 

If you died tomorrow, or the day 

after, and it turned out that there 
was indeed a God (and there is, of 

that please be sure) what would you 
be able to say when asked by God?  

“Why should I let you in here” 

Would your answer be based on 
confidence because you would you be 

able to say that you knew God and 
He knew you personally already? 

Or would it be a suggestion that you 

had lived a good life without belief 
but you had been almost perfect, doff 

your cap and sort of hope for the 
best?  

We have a growing fellowship for 

heavenly life at Ainsdale Evangelical 
Church and remember time for 

earthly life grows short. Why not 
come and be with Jesus today. I look 

forward to talking with you on 
Sunday or at any time that suits your 

needs. 

The best advice I 
could give right now is 

to open your heart to 
Jesus, mind you I am 

not perfect, He is 

though! 

God Bless   Bill 
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W henever there is a criminal trial the 
prisoner always stands at 

the bar, endures the trial proceedings 
and, usually with trembling awaits 
the decision of the court. Guilty or 
not guilty.  

We will all stand at the bar of God when our 
earthly life is over.  The bible says “It is appointed 
unto man once to die and then 
the judgement”  But what is the 
basis of the judgement?   

The judgement is based upon one of two 
truths.  If our sins are not forgiven then we are 

judged on the extent to which we failed to 
keep God's standards, (such as the 10 

commandments). Since we are all sinners then 

the result can only vary 
between bad and a lot 

worse.  On the other hand 
if our sins are forgiven then the 

result will vary between good and 

much better, (how well we served 
The Lord Jesus Christ). 

Therefore the 
key dividing line in the realm of 

judgement is forgiveness. “Repent 

and be baptised in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of 

your sins and  you will receive the 
gift of the Holy Spirit”.  Very simply this means that if 

we are forgiven then we know it because God confirms 
it through giving  us the gift of the Spirit.  Then we 

know for certain that we have a relationship with The 

Lord and this means also that we are assured of eternal 
life.  You may ask how urgent is it to seek forgiveness.  

Well if there is little sense of urgency then we are 
unlikely to want to repent, (change our minds and seek 

God instead staying away from Him). 

At the end of the day of course this is a personal 
matter, but sometimes our sense of urgency is 

enhanced when we can see that God's purposes are 
being worked out in the world today. But are they? 

Whenever I talk to people 
about the Christian faith they 

always seem to agree with 

me that, although some 
things in the world have 

improved, overall the world is 

in a mess!  No one seems to offer a solution, except 
that “it can't be God”.    

Well why can't it be God?  If He is clever enough to 
create everything He is surely clever enough to bring 

everything to a conclusion and not be outwitted by man 

at any stage. But what objective evidence is there that 
God is going to bring everything to a conclusion?  Well 

there is quite a lot, but one piece of evidence will 
suffice in this article. 

In AD 70 the Roman General Titus 
razed Jerusalem and over a million 

Jews were killed, except those who 

were believers in Jesus, who believed the prophecies 
they had been given about the destruction of 

the city and had left in time to avoid the 
disaster. Why was Jerusalem destroyed?  The 

bible tells us that because Israel had rejected 

their Messiah (the offer of forgiveness) God 
was TEMPORARILY turning His attention away 

from them and the gospel was being offered to 
the rest of the world, (the gentiles)  

However the bible further tells us that eventually the 
rest of the world will in general turn away  from the 

Christian message and God will turn his attention back 

to Israel!  See the gospel of Luke 
chapter 21 verse 24.In other words 

as the “times of the gentiles” 
draws to a close Jerusalem will 

again be prominent in world 

affairs. At this particular time in 
history  the bible says that Jerusalem will “be a cup of 

trembling to all nations”  Just like listening to the news! 
It took about 70 years from the birth of Jesus to the 

final act by God of temporarily turning away from 

Israel. It was a gradual process.  Israel was reborn as a 
nation in 1948, 59 years ago. A gradual process is 

taking place today as predicted in the bible.  Something 
momentous will happen because Jesus is going to come 

back, a truth the church has believed for 2,000 years. 
We do not know exactly when but the current situation 

in the Middle East is a key “sign of the times”. 

World events will ebb and flow but one day it will be 
too late to seek forgiveness.  It is urgent that you do it 

now.  If you receive the gift 
of the forgiveness of sins 

what a different judgement it 

will be at the bar of God. 
    GF 

Our Pastor writes 

Something momentous will 

happen because Jesus is going 

to come back 
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By Zak Ainscough (aged 8) 



“ Whoever believes in the Son  has eternal life,...“ Summer 2007 

Our Website is:- www.aechurch.2day.ws  e-mail:-adminataechurch@tiscali.co.uk    Page 4 

 

Helen Keller, blind, deaf and dumb wrote: 

"They took away what should have been my eyes - but I 

remembered Milton's Paradise. 

They took away what should have been my ears - but 

Beethoven came and wiped away my tears. 

They took away what should have been my tongue - but I 

talked to God when I was young. Let them try and take away 

my soul, 

But possessing God, I possess the whole." 

 

Hvmnwriter Fanny J. Crosby, who was blind, said: 

“Oh what a happy soul am I, 

Although I cannot see. 

I am resolved that in this world, 

Contented I will be, 

How many blessings I enjoy, 

That other people don't. 

Should I cry or weep because I'm blind? 

I cannot and I won't. 

 

Sundays at 10.30am at Merefield School Hall, Westminster Drive, Ainsdale.  Tel:01704 574282  

Make aechurch.2day.ws  your homepage. Keep 
up-to-date, save money and get rid of SPAM!  

For information, articles, news please contact  Bev at 
aechurchadmin@tiscali.co.uk or tel:01704 872412 

The PURPOSEPURPOSEPURPOSE of youryouryour LIFE 

What on earth am I here for? 

This question must have crossed 
your mind at some point or 
other. 

Is it simple a matter of making 
the most of life’s on-going sequence of 
random events? Or, is there really a 
‘grand scheme of things’ with far more 
significance for us than our own 
personal ambitions and desires? 

If there is, then surely it would be 
foolish not to find out more 

Just think, making this kind of 
discovery would not only help us fulfil 
our potential but turn our whole life 
experience upside down... 
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Give Thanks to GodGive Thanks to GodGive Thanks to GodGive Thanks to God    

See our website (www.aechurch.2day.ws) for Preachers 
and latest information! - click on DIARY 

These sentences actually appeared in church bulletins 

or were announced in church services: 

The Fasting & Prayer Conference includes meals. 

******************* 

For those of you who have children and don't know it,  

we have a nursery downstairs.  

******************* 

Ladies, don't forget the rummage sale. It's a chance to get rid 

of those things not worth keeping around the house. 

Bring your husbands. 

******************* 

Remember in prayer the many who are sick of our 

community. . 

******************* 

Don't let worry kill you off - let the Church help. 

*******************- 

Miss Charlene Mason sang "I will not pass this way 

again," giving obvious pleasure to the congregation. 

******************* 

JFH 


