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“..how happy are those who hear the word of 
God and obey it!"  Luke 11:28  

M y Mother once asked me had I finished the book I was reading as I 
had been reading it for 3 years.  Some 25 years 
later I’m still reading it!  The 
book in question is the Bible.  
My Mother did not appreciate 
that the more you read this 
book the more important it 
becomes to you and the more helpful it is with 
your daily walk in life.  Therefore, my Book of 
the Month is the Bible. 

Indeed the Bible is unique in so many ways.  It 
has 40 authors instead of 1.  These authors 
came from every walk of life – Kings, 
peasants, philosophers, fishermen, poets, 
statesmen, scholars etc.  It has all the 
emotions of a good novel; it was written on 
three continents and in three languages – 
Hebrew, Aramaic and Greek.  The one 
great feature above all others though is 
that it is God-breathed.  It has a spiritual 
dimension.  It opens one’s eyes up to a new 
world of understanding. 

Before I became a Christian I was unaware of 
the wonderful spiritual experience offered by 
taking this book as God’s word to man.  Having 

made a step of faith and for once lowering my 
defence that had stopped me accepting anything 
that I could not personally prove, I discovered 
the truth of Jesus’ words “For whoever wants to 

save his life will lose it, but 
whoever loses his life for me will 
find it.” Matthew 16 v 25.  What 
a wonderful discovery! 

I have my favourite parts in the Bible.  Paul’s 
book written as a letter to the Roman Christians 
was the first that I received teaching on from a 
friend.  It is still in my top 5 favourite books.  
Some of the 66 books that come together in the 
Bible need some understanding but when you 

gain that understanding, little by little, it is 
truly a magnificent book to engage with. 

My mother, who has now passed away, never 
fully understood my interest in the Bible.  I 
regret that but hope others may find out why 
it means so much to me and other Christians 

by discovering answers to the mysteries of life 
through reading and studying the Book of the 
Month, the Bible! 

Tim Horrocks is Speaking at 
WoodVale Community Centre  

14 March 2007 at 8 pm 
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'In the beginning God created the 
heavens and the earth’ Genesis 1:1 

In the very first verse of the Bible we are told 
that the Creation of the heavens and earth, sun, 
moon and stars, fish, birds, animals and finally 
man was supernaturally completed by God, the 
Almighty Creator. That is the teaching – but is it 
supported by the facts? 

Evolution is a natural (i.e. not supernatural) explanation 

for the beginning of living things. Some have included 
ideas such as ‘the big-bang’ to provide a theory of the 

origins for life, the Universe and everything. Much of our 
21st century popular culture is influenced by evolutionary 

ideas. Most schools and colleges teach the evolutionary 

model uncritically as fact - but is it true?  

Creation and Evolution are two belief systems each 
opposed to the other and ultimately contradicting each 
other. Christians, Jews and Muslims believe that an 
eternal, powerful, intelligent being created the 
Universe. His work is orderly, purposeful, beautiful and 
capable of being appreciated by Man. Evolutionists 
believe that life developed over a long time period by 
chance for no apparent purpose. Some people are ‘in 
the middle’ and hold a mixture of these two 
worldviews, but is that really necessary – or even 
possible? 

At 8pm on 21st March at Ainsdale Evangelical Church Dr Steve Taylor (University of Liverpool) will examine 
the question ‘Creation or Evolution?’. Evidence for Creation and some of the scientific problems with the 

theory of evolution will be presented. There will be an opportunity for questions and discussion afterwards. 

Design demands a Designer 

In the art gallery is a beautiful 
landscape painting of a country 

scene. You may never have met the 
artist or even heard of him. The best 

evidence for his existence is the 

painting itself. How inconsistent to 
acknowledge the 

work of a human 
artist and yet to 

deny the work of 
the Divine artist 

who created the 

original landscape 
in the first place! 

2.  The teachings of Jesus Christ 

At the start of the third millennium 
Jesus Christ is still the central figure of 
human history. His example and 
teachings have been the greatest 
influence for the good of Mankind. 
Universities, schools, hospitals, 
orphanages and social reforms have 
been founded and in His Name as in the 
name of no other person. His life story is 
told to us in the eyewitness accounts of 
the New Testament writers. It is clear 
that Jesus Christ believed in the 
creation account of Genesis as 
historical fact. Furthermore 

He claimed to be the Creator.  

3. Personal experience 

Significantly many 
of the world's 

greatest scientists 
have been 

convinced 

Creationists. One has only to think of 
men like Isaac Newton, Louis Pasteur 

and James Clerk Maxwell to see that 
this is true. Some of these men also 

speak of a personal experience of the 
Creator in their lives. Millions of 

ordinary people through the centuries 

have also known the reality of God in 
their personal experience. 
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Jesus would be sold for 30 pieces of silver, which 

happened as predicted   Who could have predicted 
such an amount exactly? 

These are just 3 of well over a hundred such accurately 
fulfilled prophecies. 

A modern day writer has taken 11 well known 

prophecies relating to the first coming of Jesus and has 
calculated that the probability of only these 11 events 

occurring is such that they simply 
could not have happened by 

chance. 

Daniel (OT)  prophesied that in the 

year 539 BC the kingdom of Babylon (Iraq) 

would be overrun by the Medes and the 
Persians, then they would be replaced by the 

Greeks (Alexander) and they in turn would be 
replaced by the Romans.  Everything took place 

just as He said it would. 

What about us and our future? 

Daniel and other OT prophets foretold that the Jewish 

people would return to Israel at the end of this age, 
Jerusalem itself would become a focus of world 

attention, global government would emerge, the 
nations surrounding Israel would 

attack Israel, an antichrist would 

arise and Jesus would come again.  
Isn't this enough to take your 

breath away? 

The NT  speaks of  

warning signs such as increasing 

earthquakes, and rebellion against God. 
These warnings are given  to help us to be 

prepared  to avoid many of these troubles. 

The book of the Revelation is a climax of 

these prophecies, often much neglected in the modern 

church.  However the church has not always neglected 
these teachings as I found recently on visiting the 

lovely cathedral in Orvieto Italy where the events of the 
book of Revelation are depicted in beautiful murals 

inside the church. 

It is urgent that we understand what the bible 

is telling us about today. 

 

Geoff Farnell is Speaking on this topic at  

WoodVale Community Centre, on 
Wednesday 4th April 2007 at 8 pm   

W hat is prophecy?? 
The bible says that prophecy is “a revelation 

from God which is spoken out” 

About one third of the bible consists of written 

prophecies, in both the Old Testament (OT) and the 

New Testament (NT). 

 Firstly prophecy applies God's word to tell us how to 

live and secondly it foretells the 
future. Are we all interested in the 

future? 

The OT Prophecies were written 

between 2,000 and 3,000 years ago and the 

NT prophecies confirm their accuracy and  
interpret them or add to them. 

There is no known literature anywhere in the 
world which contains so much detailed and 

accurate  prophetic material as there is in the 

bible.  But how do we know this? 

Did the prophecies which were written before the 

events to which they relate actually come true or not.  
If they did then we can expect the prophecies which 

relate to our future to be true. 

When  prophecies were given in OT 

times every part of those 

prophecies had to come true,  
otherwise the prophets who spoke 

them were labelled as “false” and 
were punished for misleading the 

people.   The detail of the prophecies and their  

fulfilments were either written down in the bible itself 
and/or were evidenced through historical 

records. 

When the scriptures were copied by hand 

all the copies were checked. Every Hebrew letter had a 

number and at the end of each line and each page a 
count was taken and the number on the copied page 

had to be the same as that from which it was copied. 

Here are some examples of the many detailed 

prophecies that have been fulfilled. 

Jesus would be born in Bethlehem .which He was. 

Bethlehem was not a place that anyone would have 

expected such an important person to be born in. 

Jesus would have his hands and feet pierced, which did 

happen   Crucifixion was a Roman method of execution 
not known to the Hebrews at that time. 

Our Pastor writes 

Isn't this enough to take 
your breath away? 
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The Bible is made up of 66 books written over a period 

of 1500 years or more.  It is divided into the Old 

Testament and the New Testament.  The Old Testament 
mainly covers God's dealings with the nation of Israel 

and the New Testament tells about the good news of 
Jesus Christ.  The Bible Claims to be the word of God, 

God's word for us.  For the Bible to be God's word it has 
to be true.  

The word archaeology comes from 2 Greek words: 

archae (old) and ology (study).  It's a study of old things 
a study of things from the past.  There have been a 

number of exciting discoveries like the Dead Sea scrolls 
and the tomb of Tutankhamun . Much archaeology, 

though, involves digging in the dirt and examining bits 

of broken pottery. 

Archaeology is limited to the evidence that is found. 

Therefore, when archaeologists compare what they have 

found with what is in the Bible the conclusions they 
draw can vary depending on whether they are prepared 

to accept the Biblical account as true. 

 Certain archaeologists give the impression that they are 

not prepared to even treat the Bible with the same 
openness that they treat other historical documents 

from the Middle East.  We have documents from the 

ancient Middle East that show that certain cities existed 
at the time of writing.  This is accepted, although no 

archaeological evidence of the cities may have been 
found.  However, if the Bible says a city existed at a 

certain time and there is a similar lack of evidence, 

many archaeologists are quick to jump to the conclusion 
that the Bible is wrong. Sadly this is the approach that is 

often presented to the public by the television media. 

There have been many instances where archaeologists 

have told us the Bible is wrong, only to be proved wrong 
themselves when new evidence has been found.  In the 

early 1990s a number of archaeologists 

were telling us that King David was a 

myth, there was no evidence that he 
ever existed.  Then, surprise, surprise, in 

1993 in the remains of the ancient city 
of Dan, in northern Israel, an inscription 

was found that referred to the 'House of 
David'. 

It is wrong to say archaeology can absolutely prove the 

Bible.  This is to go beyond what finds can show us.  
What it can do is to confirm, to varying degrees, events 

mentioned in the Bible.  It can even provide us with 
additional information.  This is why there are a number 

of archaeologists who are Bible believing Christians.  

If you are prepared to give the Bible a chance, you will 
find that archaeology does not contradict it, but again 

and again gives evidence that supports its claim to be 
Gods' word to us. 

 

Ian Bradley is speaking at WoodVale 
Community Centre 28 March 2007 at 8 pm 

Sundays at 10.30am at Merefield School Hall, Westminster Drive, Ainsdale.  Tel:01704 574282  
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