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"Before you were born, I set 
you apart for a special work."  

]xÜxÅ|t{ D äH aVi äxÜá|ÉÇ:  
 
God has a plan for each and every 

life. I had always known this fact and believed it, 
but never really felt in my heart that I had 
heard God's calling or had any idea what His plan 
was for me.  

My heart's desire has always been to work with 
children. All through school my decisions were 
influenced by this as I had to choose new 
subjects to study. It was whilst 
studying for my G..C.S.E's that I 
first heard about a Christian 
organisation called Moriel Missions 
working with HIV/AIDS orphans in 
South Africa. My heart went out to 
the children and I immediately 

wanted to go. However, I knew I was too young 
and I felt I didn't have any skills or experience 
to offer.  

A year later, I had just started my 2nd year of 
A-Levels when, due to certain circumstances and 
events I decided to take a year out and work.  

I thank God for the things I have learnt over the 
past year and the experiences He has given me 
but I still didn't feel that this was really what 
God had planned for me.  

Before the summer I decided to go back to 
college and finish two of my A-Levels. I enrolled 
and thought I had a place until the week before 
I was due to start. I learnt my place for one 
course had been given away and then the second 

course was cancelled due to a lack of 
applicants. At the same time as 

discovering this I was rushed into 
hospital with acute appendicitis and 
was signed off work for five weeks. 
All my plans appeared to have failed. 
I had no plan of action. God did.  

 
Isaiah 9:6 
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One Monday evening at the 
church prayer meeting an email 
from Moriel Missions was read 
out saying that they were 
looking for people to join them 
for short term placements to 
help work with the children. A 
light went on in my heart and I 
knew this was what God wanted 
me to do, but I didn't say 
anything. I didn't have to. 
Amazingly enough, other people 

in the meeting said to me I 
should go and that they would 
fund me.  

To be honest, I was scared; if 
this was really what God wanted 
me to do it would be the biggest 
and hardest thing I would have 
had to do in my life so far so I 
prayed and sought the Lord. 
Sure enough, the every next 
morning, He gave His 
confirmation. My daily reading 
was all about God's calling and 
was based on the above 
scripture from Jeremiah. It 
said, "In the Bible there is a 
pattern of what happens in a life 
that God wants to use and 
improve:  

1) There's always a calling-not 
a phone call but it will 'ring a 
bell' in your heart.  

2) There's always fear. God 
has a habit of asking people to 
do things that scare them. Just 

like Moses who told God," I'm 
not a good enough speaker, send 
someone else." (Exodus 3)  

3) There's always reassurance. 
"As I was with Moses, so I will 
be with you (Joshua 1v5)  

4) There's always a Decision. 
We either say Yes' to God or we 
say ' No'.  

5) There's always a changed 
life. Those who say yes to 
God's call are not expecting 
instant perfection, not by a long 
shot. But because they've said 
yes they learn and grow even 
from their failures and become 
part of God's plan to rescue the 
world. Those who say No are 
changed too; they become a 
little harder, a little more 
resistant to His calling, a little 
more likely to say no next time.  

Is God calling you? Maybe it has 
to do with your future, your 
relationships, your money, or 
facing your deepest fear. God's 
call will go to the core of who 
you are and what you do. If you 
say yes to Him, you will never 
regret it!"  
 
The next day I emailed the 
organisation, two days later I 
had an interview with the man in 
charge of the mission and two 
weeks later I have now booked 
my flights and am flying out the 
30th January and will be out 
there for three months! I know 
that it is only by God's grace 
and power that I am going on 
this Mission and know that it will 

be a life changing experience. I 
cannot wait to go and will keep 
you updated while I'm out there 
so keep reading!!!!!  

EF.  

Taking care of children in whatever 
form requires a great deal of love, 

attention, and time. However, within 
the context of 'special needs' 

children and children with HIV/
AIDS, there is a great deal more 

needed in respect of resources and 
finances because of specific 
requirements for each child. 

�if this was really what God 
wanted me to do it would be 

the biggest and hardest 
thing I would have had to do 

in my life so far.� 

Ivy Elizabeth Green 
1915-2005 

Ivy fell asleep in her chair and 
passed into the presence of the 

Lord on 24th October 2005. 

Ivy had been a regular 
worshipper with us until recently 
when her disability prevented her 

coming. She had a sharp mind 
and loved to be part of the 

fellowship, chatting with people 
and participating with worship. 

She will be missed by her family 
and all of us at AEC 



�...but whoever rejects the Son will not see life�John 3:36 Christmas 2005 

Page 3 Our Website is:- www.aechurch.2day.ws  e-mail:-aechurchadmin@tiscali.co.uk 

 

Ebenezer Scrooge's �humbug� 
we know was turned to joy and 
generosity, and the impression 
was that it lasted, but that was 
only fiction of course.  

Most people with a 
rudimentary 
knowledge of 
Christianity would 

know that becoming 
a Christian should bring 
forgiveness, generosity of spirit 
and the certainty of the life to 
come, and all this because of the 
special baby born in Bethlehem. 

However how does being a 
Christian affect us before we get 
to heaven? Not an unimportant 
question given that most of us 
are wondering how we can 
manage our lives tomorrow and 
next week etc.     

I was a teenager, more years ago 
than I care to remember, when I 
became a Christian. I remember 
asking God for His forgiveness and 
saying that I would do anything, say 
anything or go anywhere for Him if 
He would forgive me and give me 
eternal life. Well He did and baptised 
me in the Holy Spirit almost at the 
same time. 

Immediately I had a 
tremendous peace and 

joy and was able to 
speak out as a 
Christian despite 
some opposition. I 
now had a 
confidence and a 
new understanding 
of life which 

continued to develop. 
After awhile 

something of the 
emotion of this experience faded 

somewhat and I found that I had to 
study the bible more and pray 
harder and serve others more if I 
wanted to maintain my joy and 
peace. Ups and downs have 
followed but today this joy and 
peace is as strong as it ever was. 
Why?   How can it last?   

Lets focus on just one topic, that of 
forgiveness. 

We need to forgive everyone who 
has hurt us in the past, even though 
they were wrong in what they did to 
us. Why?  

Firstly, because forgiveness is 
required by God. Read the gospel of 
Matthew chapter 6 verses 14 and 
15. �If you forgive men their 
transgressions then your heavenly 
Father will also forgive you. But if 
you do not forgive men, then your 
Father will not forgive your 
transgressions.� 

Secondly we can become trapped by 
negative emotions in our 
relationships with others.  In the 
book of Ephesians we read in 
chapter 4 verses 31 and 32, �Let all 
bitterness and wrath and anger and 

clamour and slander 
be put away from 
you, along with all 
malice. And be kind to 
one another, tender 
hearted, forgiving each 
other, just as God in Christ also has 
forgiven you.� 

Forgiveness is not forgetting, and if 
we try to do this we will usually fail 
on both accounts. 

Forgiveness does not mean that we 
tolerate sin or wrongdoing. We are 
not to be a doormat to someone 
else's sin. Loving yet firm 
confrontation may be required. 

Forgiveness does not demand 
revenge or repayment. We let 
people off our hook, realising that 
God does not let them off His hook. 

Forgiveness means resolving to live 
with the consequences of someone 
else's sin. In reality we have to do 
this anyway whether we forgive or 
not.  We can therefore either live in 
bitterness and unforgiveness or in 
peace and forgiveness by deciding 
not to pursue any offence. 

Forgiveness is just one way of 
maintaining our joy and peace, but it 
is an important one.  It is the way 
God chose to deal with us, if we give 
our assent to it. That's why Jesus 
was born at Christmas with the 
purpose of eventually 
dying on the cross so 
that we may be 
forgiven initially and 
then live our lives in 
accordance with His 
instructions.     

Christmas is 
immensely good if 
we know how to 
use it! 

GF.   

Our Pastor writes 

�We need to forgive everyone 
who has hurt us in the past, 

even though they were wrong 
in what they did to us.� 
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A s 
Christmas 

approaches and we 
go about our daily 
business, looking 
forward to the 
festive season someone like me (a 
born again Christian) might try to 
remind you about the reason for the 
celebration, I might rattle on about 
how we should remember that this 
was the time when Jesus was born 
and that we should all remember this 
joyful occasion by going to church, 
or at least by offering a prayer to our 
Lord. 

Quite frankly that is not likely to 
work so I won�t bother; instead I 
would like you to consider another 
aspect of Christmas, and it�s this 
one. 

It was the time when 
Jesus was born. 

From that moment 
on he knew his 
destiny in great 

detail. Oh, I guess he 
enjoyed his formative years as any 
youngster would, growing from an 
infant into a small boy and then into 
a man. Remember please though that 
from his early youth he was no 
doubt acutely aware of his destiny 
and the reason why He was on the 
earth as a man. God's purpose could 
only be accomplished if Jesus was to 
die and under the Roman occupation 
of Israel at that time, that meant 
suffering great pain and then death. 
This was why Jesus had been sent. 

Can you imagine going through life 
in the sure and certain knowledge of 
knowing exactly when and exactly 
how you are going to die? Just think 
about this for a minute; from your 
earliest years knowing that you are 
going to suffer for crimes you didn�t 
commit, suffer pain that you didn�t 
deserve and then die the most 

horrible death for 
others. 

Of course because 
He Himself is God 
and without sin He 
was able to be filled with The Holy 
Spirit during the whole of His life 
and this provided the strength of 
comfort and love for what He had to 
do. 

This is the position the Saviour was 
put in from that very moment he 
arrived on earth. From the very first 
breath he drew in his human form he 
was physically condemned. 

He died for you, and although you 

may not believe this, it is an 
incredibly well attested fact of 
history. 

He came to earth with the most 
precious gift ever presented to 
anyone at Christmas; he came to 

earth to give his life. 
He gave that life for 
you and for me. 
How�s that for a 
Christmas present? 

He was unfairly 
tried, beaten to a 

pulp and then, finally, 
nailed to a cross that you 

might have the opportunity of 
everlasting life. Mind you that was a 
long time ago now. Out of sight out 
of mind! 

So, have a great Christmas with your 
loved ones and friends, enjoy the 
festive season and the holiday period 
and have a great new year. Oh, by 
the way, you might consider sparing 
a thought for the One who gave us 
this celebration.  

All you have to do is believe his 

word and repent; that�s the gift Jesus 
wants from you. It won�t cost you a 
penny, it won�t dent the credit card 
or bank balance, what it will do is 
put you in credit in God�s bank, and 
once you�ve opened that 
account you will 
find the interest 
rate goes on 
increasing, 
well, forever!! 

Merry 
Christmas to you all 
and let�s give thanks to God in 
heaven for the gift of his son, our 
Saviour, Jesus Christ, that we might 
be given eternal life. 

  BR  

 

This is the position the Saviour 
was put in from that very 

moment he arrived on earth.  

MORIEL MEETINGS  
at AEC 

  
The next meetings will be on  

Friday 20th January 
Chris Hill 

Friday 17th March 
Siam Bhayro 

starting at 20.00hrs  
 

[The aim is to exalt the Lord,  increase 
biblical knowledge and understanding in 

the church, raise the profile of Israel 
through Moriel and to permit the work of 
evangelism both to Jews and Gentiles] 


