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Uncertainty and a lack of security often lead to 
worry, stress and anxiety. Sometimes we can avoid 
these problems by simply not thinking about the 
issues about which we are unsure or confused, 
although such a policy may be 
easier said than done.  When the 
time comes, that a decision has 
to be made or an issue has to be faced, we may be 
totally unprepared if we have not taken any 
decisive action earlier about whatever it is. 
 
It's often said that it's better to take any 
decision rather than to take no decision and 
remain in uncertainty. That's probably good 
advice in terms of removing immediate 
stress but if it's the wrong decision the price for 
that has to be paid later. Of course taking no 
decision at all will usually mean that this will be the 
same as taking the wrong decision in addition to 
the stress of being undecided. 
 
With regard as to whether we do anything about 
�heaven� or not, a philosopher once said that we 
may as well try to find out whether it exists or not 

and then take steps to bring our beliefs into line.  
This is because if  it doesn't exist then we have not 
lost anything, but if it does and we did nothing 
about it then we will have lost out.  Therefore to 

pursue the knowledge of heaven 
and how to get there should be a 
priority for us all. 

 
Islamic terrorism and suicide bombers seem 
to be in the news all round the globe and of 
course we are well acquainted with it now in 
our own country.  These terror activities 
which were once mainly centered only in 
Israel have spread  to a much wider area. 
Several articles have been written asking 

why these people, many of them young, are 
prepared to give their lives in this way.  The 
answers I have heard on TV and seen written in the 
newspapers indicate that people are prepared to do 
this because it ensures for them a place in what 
they believe is heaven. 
 
What can I say except that for me as a Christian my 
passage to heaven includes activities which are  

Recently there has been publicity about 
members of the police and the army taking split 
second decisions which were or could have been 
wrong.  Few would envy those who have to take 

such decisions but the repercussions of not 
taking them could have been very serious. There 
are of course many decisions in life that we have 

to take although usually we have much more 
time available for consideration than in the 

above mentioned cases. 

Our Pastor writes 

Can Anybody be Sure of Going to Heaven?Can Anybody be Sure of Going to Heaven?  
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diametrically the opposite of  this.  The message of 
Jesus is one which says that we should love our 
enemies and make every effort to win their hearts 
rather than try to force them to believe or eliminate 
them if they don't believe. Of course this does not 
mean that we should not resist wrongs or not speak 
out for what we believe to be right. On some 
occasions it will be necessary through the state to 
enforce the law to uphold what we think to be right.  
 
To become a Christian the bible says that I have to 
personally repent of my sins and believe in The Lord 
(God) Jesus (Saviour) Christ (Messiah) for my 
salvation. Then my sins will be forgiven and I will 
become a child of God, a saint, a member of the 
invisible church, a Christian etc. All these terms are 
biblically interchangeable. To repent means, not 
merely to become remorseful, but to turning away 
from anything which we know to be wrong, i.e. 
Contrary to God's word. To believe means to 
transfer my whole trust to Jesus as Lord, on the 
basis that He can forgive my sins and that if I walk 
in obedience to Him He will direct my life until I get 
to heaven where He has reserved a place for me. 
 
It is difficult to deny that many people, both past 
and present, believe that heaven is a certainty for 
them.  In the early church the disciples who 
became apostles were changed from a bunch of 
frightened and disillusioned people hiding away 

from society into a group of people who �turned the 
world upside down�.  In many parts of the world 
today many people are being martyred for their 
faith in Jesus.  It is said that more people have 
been martyred in the last hundred years than all 
previous centuries, including the first century AD.   
See the websites for �Open Doors� and �Barnabus�. 
 
Why are people willing to stake their whole life on 
their belief in Jesus.  They must be sure of going to 
heaven.  
  
The bible says �These things are written so that you 
may know that you have eternal life� Ref John's 
first letter chapter 5 verse 13.  Confirmation of the 
hope that is in us comes through a knowledge of 
the word of God and because the Holy Spirit brings 
the certainty of it. 
 
You may not attend church or you may have gone 
to church for years but if you do not have the 
certainty of heaven there is something missing. The 
early church did and many in the church today have 
this assurance.  I have the assurance of eternal life. 
 
We all need to be �born of the spirit�.  Have you?  
John's gospel says � Whoever believes in the Son  
has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not 
see life, for God's wrath remains on him�. Ref 
John's gospel chapter 3 verse 36.  

(..a man who told 
me everything...) 

John 4:29  
We Invite YOU to 

 

 

7.00pm Saturday  
24th September 2005 
 

Formby Conservative Club, 
First Floor Function Room 
(Opposite Morrisons, Formby) 
 
A relaxed and friendly supper evening exploring the Christian 

faith, and the truths of God�s message to his Creation with 
Pastor Paul Wilkinson. 

When Jesus talked with the woman at the well, her 
preconceived ideas were shattered and she was amazed at what 

he had to say to her. �Come see a man who told me 
everything�.� she urgently called out to the townsfolk, who 

straightway made their way to find Him 
We invite you to come and meet the Jesus of the bible. You 

will be amazed at what he has to say to you. 
 

[Phone: 876427 for tickets] 

NEW SERIES OF MORIEL MEETINGS 
  

Starting this Autumn, a new series of bi-monthly 
Moriel meetings is planned to be held  in the North 

West of England.  
The aim is to exalt the Lord,  increase biblical knowledge 

and understanding in the church, raise the profile of Israel 
through Moriel and to permit the work of evangelism both 

to Jews and Gentiles. 
The Friday evening meetings will be lead by  

Moriel accredited speakers  
and hosted by  

Ainsdale Evangelical Church  
 

The first meeting will be on  
Friday 21 October starting at 20.00hrs  

and the speaker, God willing, will be Jacob Prasch 
Other tentative dates are; 

20 January, 17 March and 19 May 2006. 
 

Light refreshments will be provided at the end of 
each meeting and Moriel tapes, CD's, videos and 

books will be on sale. Good parking facilities. 

� Whoever believes in the Son  has eternal life,� 
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M y name is Bill and I have 
been a close friend of 

Geoff�s for over 15 years; during that 
time I have come to know him fairly 
well and have always respected and 
been interested in his faith in the 
Lord; we have had many discussions 
about it. 

It was during one of these discussions 
whilst holidaying in Italy that the 
realisation finally dawned on me that 
all the wonders and beauty of the 
world couldn�t just �have happened 
by chance�. We were sailing on Lake 
Garda at the time and it was a 
beautiful day and once again I was 

chatting with my 
good friend about 
faith and how I 
seemed to have 
somehow lost my 
way.. 

I returned home still 
with thoughts of God in my mind and 
I ended up ringing Geoff with a 
simple question. I wanted to read the 
Lords Book but didn�t know where to 
start; my friend thought that John 
would be a good place. 

I didn�t realise it at the time but this 
was to be the beginning of a new life 
in Christ for me. 

A few days later I arrived at the hotel 
where my work assignment had taken 
me, unpacked and began to put away 
my things; I opened the 
drawer and there it was, 
the Bible! 

 I would have normally 
gone straight to the bar for a drink but 
this time I thought about what my 
friend had said and settled down to 
read John. 

I got to the story where the adulteress 
is about to be stoned by the crowd 

and Jesus says �Let he who is without 
sin throw the first stone� - and as I 
read this I became unbelievably 
emotional and overcome with a sense 
of forgiveness within myself. I felt 
that I had just been forgiven all my 
sins, as though a heavy weight had 
just been lifted from me; it was a 
wonderful feeling! 

Of course I was in touch with my 
friend almost immediately (I didn�t 
realise what had just happened to me 
yet) and asked for more information 
as soon as possible. 

Over the next few days the Lord 
provided a wealth of information 
through my friend including a book 
that explained everything so clearly it 
was like someone switching on a light 
that will never go out. The book was 
called �Stranger on the Road to 
Emmaus�. It was during reading this 
text and also the Lord�s Book that I 
realised that I had been baptised in 
The Holy Spirit those few days ago in 
my hotel room. 

I began to pray, something a little 
strange for me, but I am getting used 
to it - now that I know there 
really is someone listening. One 
of these prayers was offered 
whilst I was driving to 
Southport early one morning; I 
was approaching some traffic 
lights and I asked God out loud 
�What do you want me to do now that 
you are with me, there must be a 
reason why these things have 
happened?� 

I sat there and waited for the traffic 
lights to change and wondered when 
my prayer would be answered � I 
only had to wait a few seconds!! 

The answer �screamed� at me inside 
my head � and it was extremely 
simple too � �tell everyone�. The 

traffic lights changed to green and I 
drove on. 

My prayer had been answered almost 
immediately - I felt elated, excited 
and happy. This was powerful stuff 
indeed, and it all happened so quickly 
and it had happened to me, a quite 
hopeless sinner! 

Since that time, only 
a few weeks ago I 
have told many 
people of my faith 
and belief in Jesus 
Christ; the reaction from some has 
been hurtful, some have laughed out 
loud, others seemed troubled by what 
I have said, and a few have respected 
what I have said. 

I guess the time ahead will not be 
easy, but I do know, that in 5 short 
weeks what has happened to me has 
changed my life forever � and 
ensured that it will be just that � 
forever! 

I believe that God came to the earth 
in the form of Jesus Christ, was 

crucified, died and rose again and 
ascended into Heaven � and He did 
this for you and I, in order that our 
sins might be taken away forever. 

Praise the Lord for he has changed 
my life forever. 

I would like to end with a text from 
the Good book that I read some 
weeks ago and it has stuck with me 
ever since. 

It is from 1 Corinthians 2.9 

No eye has seen 
No ear has heard 
No mind has comprehended 
What God has prepared for those who 
love Him. 

BR 



Autumn 2005 

Our Website is:- www.aechurch.2day.ws  e-mail:-aechurchadmin@tiscali.co.uk  Page 4 

Last year I gave a short account of 
some of the events that occurred during 
my childhood. When I became an adult 
some more things were to happen 
before I came to know the Lord. I now 
know that it was not luck or 
coincidence that protected me but the 
love and grace of Jesus. 

I joined the Army when I was 171/2 
becoming an electronics technician. I 
went on my first operational tour when 
I was 20. As a �techie� most of our 
military duties involved guarding the 
base we were in. One of the guard 
locations was on the roof where 
someone had been shot prior to our 
tour. We had to move a dummy around 
and keep back just in case someone 
took a pot shot again. We used to hear 
bombs and guns going off, bullets 
striking the walls, and witness injuries 
our comrades had received. As the 
�sparky� I used to go out now and 
again in armoured vehicles to outposts 
where electrical items needed repair. 
Most of these visits involved fixing 
high powered lighting systems which 
would illuminate the area surrounding 
these heavily protected patrol and 
guard posts. One night I was called out 
to repair one of these lights. I was 
assured that the light power was off 
and they would keep me covered as I 
went outside into a flat open 
unprotected area in the darkness. I 
removed the cover of the light and 
started replacing the delicate high 
wattage bulb. As I pushed the bulb 
home it suddenly came on lighting me 
up for all to see and casting a huge 
shadow onto a building wall nearby. 
Time for a sharp exit. 

Several years later my unit sailed with 
the main task force for the Falklands. 
We were told that it could get pretty 
rough in the South Atlantic and we 

could expect to lose a lot of equipment 
off the upper decks. The weather was 
extremely well behaved and we lost 
nothing. There was a guy on board 
who was the same rank as me who 
behaved differently than the rest. He 
did not indulge in any of the bad habits 
that most of us squaddies did, but was 
friendly, well liked and respected. He 
was a born again Christian and he 
would help lead Sunday services as we 
sailed south. He had a calm, confident 
air about him. Although we never 
discussed his faith, he and I got on well 
after the war. Up until that time I had 
never come across a born again 
believer, but after joining an elite 
military group there seemed to be a 
number of them in this tough, work 
hard play hard environment. During 
the war there were a number of close 
shaves while under fire. I did not know 

at that time how much prayer was 
being lifted up, my mother in particular 
was praying her heart out. 

One Friday winter�s evening I was 
driving home from down south, a 
journey of over 300 miles. Back then I 
used to drive pretty fast and would race 
home to get to the local pub. After 
heading north for most of the journey I 
turned west eventually. A few miles 
along disaster struck. It had snowed, 
thawed and frozen very quickly 
forming a sheet of ice on the motorway 
surface. I hit this at well over the speed 
limit, drifted into the central 
reservation barrier, bounced off, spun 
around and exited the main 
carriageway passing through some 
substantial wooden fencing, to come to 
a rest the right way up going 
backwards into a flat muddy field. 
Only two panels of the car were 
undamaged and I had the tiniest scratch 
on my cheek and a very minor bruise 
on my leg. 20 metres away was a car 

on its side and burnt 
out. Traffic on the 
motorway was careering 
all over the place. I 
drive past my point of 
exit today and marvel 
how flat and level that 
short stretch of verge 
and field are, just for 
me?  

Just before I left the Army I put my 
trust in Jesus and became a born again 
Christian. 

By His grace He gave me forty years to 
come to my senses. I was given forty 
years, but the problem is that your life 
could come to an end at any time, and 
if you die before knowing Jesus and 
giving your life to Him, you will go to 
a lost eternity. This world is running 
out of time, you are running out of 
time. The signs are all around us that 
things are deteriorating and changing 
in a world that is increasingly pushing 
God away. The Bible clearly indicates 
the worsening state of the world and its 
inhabitants as we approach the end. 
Those who know and love the Lord 
Jesus will be saved. I do not believe 
you have the time I had. Now is the 
time to seek your salvation. SF 

I did not know at that time how 
much prayer was being lifted up 

Only two panels of the car were 
undamaged and I had the tiniest 

scratch on my cheek  


